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Brentor Book Group
This autumn and winter, I'm planning to have
a monthly book group at my house. The aim
will be to have a fairly light hearted evening
which centres around a book we have read
during the previous month. We will choose
the 5 books at the first meeting, taken from
the BBC's top 100 books, (they will not be of
epic length, will be available from the library,
or to buy for under £10 - Bookstop will give
us a 10% discount on our chosen books).
The first meeting will be on September 6th
and thereafter on the first Monday of the next
5 months. Please let me know i f you're
interested as numbers will be limited.
Sarah Martin 810726

Village Hall Shared Plate
Picnic/Barbecue
What are you doing on Sunday 4*'' July at
4pm?
Well, probably you are on your way to the
Village Hall to celebrate summer with a
sizzling sausage barbecue. As reported in
June Brentor News all you have to do is bring
your favourite sausages (veggie or meat) and
we will provide the flaming barbecues, baps
bread rolls, ketchup etc. Why not also bring a
salad and some drink and we can all enjoy a
summer's supper. S'mores will be provided
for afters as well as a raffle!

Bring a rug for sitting on the grass, though we
will also have chairs of course.
Adults £2.00 Children £1.00
A l l proceeds to the Village Hall Fund.
Join us for a Super Summer Sausage Sizzler
SupperV.
For more information or to let us know i f you
are coming, please contact
Dave Williams 810375
Pat Blower 810600

Brentor Archive Open Day
Despite persistent rain (torrential at times) the
Brentor Archive Open Day was a great
success on Saturday 26 June. The Hall was
busy continuously from 11:00am to 4:30pm
with a steady stream of village residents (past
and present) and visitors. Interested groups
could be seen discussing the displays,
providing valuable information and adding
images and documents to the Archive.
The Village Hall was certainly in hi-tech
mode with five computers, two scanners a
printer and a digital camera all in use. Three
computers were running simultaneously,
displaying eight different slideshows of
images from the archive. We received more
than fifty new items for the Archive and were
able to put names to many more of the faces
in the photographs that we already hold.

I f you missed this treat but you have material
(ancient or modem) you would like to be
included in the Archive (nearly 400 items to
date) then please contact me. We can scan or
photograph the material while you wait i f you
wish.
Mike Whitfield 810 209

On the 17* June the Garden Club heard a talk
from Hazel Abley on the Decorative, Culinary
and Medicinal Uses of Herbs. The speaker
argued incisively and enthusiastically for these
sometimes undervalued plants with plenty of
unexpected and amusing examples, such as the
curative effects of camomile next to a plant that
wasn't doing well and the hazards of bathing
with rosemary.
She also gave us several
excellent recipes, and the audience came away
both entertained and enlightened.

Angle gave a full account of the purpose of
Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) and the role of
the police and where the public fits in etc.
The main purpose is crime prevention. There
are a number of booklets, leaflets etc
available on a variety of subjects. These
include U V marking ideas, farm protection,
car and bike crime leaflets, how to beat bogus
callers etc. These can be ordered through me
if required.
When there is anything of particular interest
in the area of crime that could affect the
village, I will be notified and will endeavour
to pass the message around. This will be
done by e-mail where possible. I f you would
like to be kept informed and have an e-mail
address please contact me. For those without
e-mail please let me have an alternative
means of contact. My contact details are:
e-mail - paul(a)webster-smith.co.uk
phone-01822 810726
Address - Lowertown Farmhouse
I am pleased to report that Alan Henbest of 2
North Park has agreed to be deputy coordinator. Thank you Alan for volunteering.
Paul Webster 810726

July 15th
Please remember there will not be a formal
meeting in July. Instead we have the outing to
Rosemoor. I f you need transport please contact
Janet Albrighton on 860445. I f you have not
expressed an interest but would like to come,
please get in touch. Visitors are also very
welcome to join us
July 17/18th
Judging of The Hanging Basket and Container
Competition.
September 4""

The Brentor Village Show.

We will be having a plant stall again this year
to raise funds for the Village Hall. I f you have
any plants to spare we will be most grateful to
receive them. You may deposit them during
that week with either Kate at Orchard Cottage,
or Liz at Davidscott.
Elizabeth Wheeler 810083

Neighbourhood Watch
Brentor Village Scheme
We had a successful meeting with WPC Frost
(Angle) and Graham Callender, in effect to
re-launch the village scheme.

Clarification of the Charity Status
of both Hall and Field
I feel Sue Mott's letter in the May '04 issue of
the Brentor News requires some clarification.
First the Playing Field. The land for this was
given to the Devonshire Playing Fields Co
Ltd (not the Devon Playing Fields Assoc) for
the enjoyment of the people of Brentor by
Frank and Mary Ward of Bumville. Our only
contact with The Devonshire Playing Fields
Co. Ltd was through a company of solicitors.
Ford, Simey and Ford, based in Brentor.
The field was maintained by the Brentor
Playing Field Management Committee, of
which I was secretary for many years.
Throughout those years we had hardly any
contact with the owners or with Ford, Simey
and Ford, being left entirely alone to run the
field.
The Devon Playing Fields Association were
not in anyway connected with the field and
certainly had no responsibility for it. As the
field was not a registered charity, concern was
expressed as to the possibility of Ford, Simey
and Ford selling the land, "which could then
possibly be used for another Harewood House

type old people's home" (my words at the
time).
Following that expressed concern, Lawrence
Lefevre, the field chairman, invited a Mr.
Whitely of Ford, Simey and Ford along to a
committee meeting to be held at The Old
Vicarage, Brentor. I was told not to take
minutes, only make notes. At that meeting Mr
Whitely confirmed that they could sell the
field if they wished, but had no intention of
doing so. They also owned two other playing
fields in Devon. The committee seemed
satisfied with Mr Whitely's assurances.
Secondly the Village Hall. The early history
of this land and hall are a little obscure. One
land transfer document exists containing
certain names, one of which was the then
Duke of Bedford. The actual hall (reading
room) was built by local craftsmen, one of
whom was Sam Rice of Bum Lane, carpenter.
There are a few people in Brentor today who
know far more about the hall than I do on the
early history of the hall and land.
The hall always was a registered charity under
the Charity Commission, with local people
acting as tmstees. Following the request and
receiving of a loan, the tmstees reverted to a
Management Committee. Some years ago,
while secretary to both committees, I received
a letter from the Charity Commission stating
that the Devonshire Playing Fields Co Ltd,
was being wound up and that as there was an
existing charity in Brentor, they suggested a
merger, under the Charity Commission, on an
enlarged, modified charity, subject to parish
notification and approval, which I was
instmcted to organise.
One other point they put was that as the
Devonshire Playing fields Co. Ltd, was being
wound up in the very near future, would 1, as
secretary, to both hall and field, arrange for
the appointment of a Custodian Tmstee, to
hold the field in the interim. With Lawrence
Lefevre no longer being with us, I approached
Canon Martyn Bateman, our rector at the
time, who kindly agreed.
Following many letters, public notices being
displayed etc, the modified, enlarged charity,
after many suggested changes, was set up and
mnning.
The information contained in this letter, to my
knowledge, is fully contained in the Minute
Books for both hall and field.

I tmst these words will assist in unravelling
the changes to both hall and field in the past
few years.
Dennis Young 810 620

Brentor Parish Council News
Officers elected at the council meeting 31
May 2004 were as follows:
Chairman

Cyril Friend

Vice-chairman

Dave Williams

Planning committee:
Cyril Friend, Dave
Williams, Mike Mott and Paul Webster
Regarding the Lydford Gorge entrance fee:
the National Tmst has responded to say the
fee and any free entrance to Brentor
Parishioners is currently under review. Their
response will be reported when available.
Date of next Parish Council Meeting is 19
July at 7.30pm.
Pat Blower 810 600

Play Area Damage
Sadly there has been some serious damage to
the slide and willow tunnel in the Playing
Field. The slide appears to have had rocks
heaved down it and the willow has been
broken in many places. Unfortunately i f the
slide is further damaged it will probably be
considered unsafe and have to be removed
and there is no money for a replacement.
Please can parents ask their children to let an
adult know i f they see someone behaving
badly in the play area?
Jane Osborne

Repairs to St. Michael's Church
We hope, sometime during July, that work
will begin at St. Michael's Church on the tor.
When the builder finishes his work on
Lydford Church, he will come on to St.
Michael's. Work will be done to the exterior
and interior of the church. It is two years
since the damage was done to the church. The
window was repaired and replaced and
re-dedicated last June. Due to the generosity
of many people, we have sufficient money to
do maintenance work and redecoration. When
the gifts for the repair of the window
exceeded the cost, we offered to retum the
gifts i f people required it. None did, and all
said that we must keep the money and use it
to maintain the building. This we are doing

for future generations. So, i f parishioners see
people up on the roof during the work day,
that is O.K. I f parishioners see people on the
roof during the evening - please ring the
police.
Revd. Ian Sykes; Rector.

The Bus Shelter
A big thank you to Jak Osborne for his help in
cleaning the bus shelter. As Jak is now
leaving the village, this means we are looking
for someone to keep the bus shelter clean
. Remuneration £50 a year.
If interested please contact Parish Clerk,
Brian Bird (01566 783112) for details.

Forget-IVIe-Not
Literally a literary afternoon! Welcome to the
lively young couple Barbara and John Weeks
(Mary Tavy) and welcome to Steve who hails
from Brentor. Barbara read a poem about the
weather in June - written in the late seventeen
hundreds, but as fresh a statement as i f it had
been written today. John entertained us with
some serious love poems that he had copied
into his school exercise book. Sue read some

truly remarkable, vividly descriptive and
thought provoking short poems written by and
printed into journal form by people she had
worked with who had learning difficulties and
troubled minds. Tony Foy had sent with
Hazel (Tony was having an enforced rest with
sciatica) a cut-out of a letter printed in The
Times dated June 18, 1940. A proud R A F
bomber pilot, the only son of his widowed
mother, had written a truly poignant letter to
be given to her i f he was killed. Her son had
perished together with his crew of 36(B)
Squadron during the evacuation at Dunkirk.
The letter was movingly read with pride by
Jim Pritchard; it was good to see Jim and
Marion again. Mary Tucker's collection of
poetry, copied out by her daughter, had the
entire assembly in fits of laughter... "The
Garden," "The Village Horticultural Show,"
"Lightning Strikes Twice!" Sue read a chosen
poem from Mary's collection called "The
Smile Starter" - and we did a lot of that! Why
not come and smile with us at our next Devon
Cream Tea (£1) on Wednesday 14th July 2.30
to 4.30pm and bring with you a "tool of your
trade" or an odd object - do you have
something that might keep us guessing what it
is? Our kettle is permanently 'on the boil' so
why not 'drop in' just for a cuppa? Transport
available.
Anne Clark 810 035

Diary Dates
Sunday 4 July 4:00pm

Sausage Sizzle Supper

Saturday 10 July 3:00pm to 6:00pm

Farewell to the Osborne Family

Wednesday July 14 2:30

Forget-Me-Not

Thursday 15 July

Garden
Club
outing
Rosemoor
Parish Council Meeting

Dave Williams 810375
Pat Blower 810600

Monday 19 July 7:30pm

Jenny Beavon 810 564
Anne Clark 810 035

to

Janet Albrighton 860 445
Brian Bird (01566 783112)
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