
The Annual Parish Meeting 
Monday 17*''May 7.30pm 

Brentor Village Hall 

• Welcome to all Brentor residents from the 
Parish Council Chairman, C.B. Friend 

• Presentation on Parish Plans by Rory Cunning
ham of the Community Council of Devon and 
Shane Vallance of West Devon Borough 

Council 

• Should a Parish Plan/ Parish Map/ or Parish 
Brochure be produced? 

• View Parish Records 

Villages In Action 
African drumming comes to Brentor 
On Friday May 28*Angata will be performing at 
Brentor Village Hall at 8.00pm. High-energy music 
from Mali with four outstanding performers. Using 
range of instruments such as harmonica, African 
xylophone, flute, djembes and hammered dulcime 
Angata fuse the rich traditions of Malinke drum
ming and melodies with several other musical 
styles. Their playing will leave you breathless with 
admiration as they deftly interweave the most 
complex of rhythms. 

Tickets adults £5.00 Children £3.00 available fronf 
Rick Blower 01822 810600 

• Reports by the Parish Council Chairman and 
Clerk. 

• Put resolutions forward for action by the Parish 
Council 

Come and have your say and join us for tea and cakes 
too! 

YOSA 
The Yoga Summer term has recommenced in the 
Village Hall on Tuesdays, 7.30-9.00pm. This is a 
friendly mixed ability class, which is 
suitable for men and women of all ages with an 
average level of fitness. I f you wish to join us, 
or just find out more, then contact Jane Os
borne Tel 810606 email 
osborne©westden.co.uk 

C U R R Y SUPPER 

This year the Curry Supper will be on 
Wednesday 19* May at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 
Whether you come with friends or on your own this 
is a great opportunity to get together, enjoy a 
selection of tasty dishes and at the same time raise 
money for the charity Christian Aid. Last year we 
didn't leave the hall until midnight - the sign of a 
good evening. 
As usual we are hopeful for volunteers to make a 
curry, cook rice or any other dishes served with 
curry to ensure a tasty feast. Angela or Sue will be 
pleased to hear from you. 
A donation of £4per adult would be appreciated for 
this worthy cause. 
Book early to avoid disappointment. 

Sue Rhodes 810403 and Angela Evans 810629 



Brentor 
Garden 
Club 
First a warm welcome to four new members to the Club: 
Wendy Braithwaite, Sheryll Burroughs, Angelina Holman 
and Jackie Matthews. It's good to see new faces. 
Shirley Bennett, who gave our May talk on "Hardy 
Geraniums", started by taking us through her career 
following retirement from teaching: how she came to work at 
Rosemoor educating children in various aspects of plant life; 
studying for an RHS Diploma and finally after leaving 
Rosemoor deciding to specialise in hardy geraniums. She 
followed this interesting introduction with a talk on all 
aspects of her chosen subject. The slides were lovely and she 
brought along a most interesting mix of geraniums for 
members to purchase. Members' appetites being whetted 
with the talk and slide show, the plants then won hands down 
over tea and biscuits. 
May is looking quite busy starting with a visit to Di Kersey's 
and Carol Owen's gardens WEDNESDAY 12* MAY .in the 
aftemoon. These gardens are within walking distance of each 
other in Tavistock. If you would like to join this trip please 
telephone me so that you can be given directions and also, 
where necessary, transport. Aftemoon tea is a distinct 
possibility! 
Dee Strongman will be visiting us on THURSDAY MAY 
20* with a shghtly different subject: "Sculptured Foliage to 
Grow and Arrange". During the course of the evening Dee 
will demonstrate three mixed foliage arrangements. This 
will, of course, take place in Brentor Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Visitors are always very welcome, so if you have been 
thinking of coming and not quite got round to it yet, please 
join us FREE OF CHARGE for either the garden visit or die 
meeting and see what we are all about. 
Lin Bristow wiU be giving more details of the hanging basket 
and container competition at the meeting, and: 
Janet Albrighton will be starting to take names for the visit to 
ROSEMOOR on THURSDAY JULY 15*. 
DON'T FORGET the plant sale when splitting your garden 
plants! Please pot the excess and keep for the sale along with 
any spare seedlings etc. All will be most welcome. 

Elizabeth Wheeler - 810083 

Garden Ciub 
Plant Sale 
May 22nd 

2.00pm - 4.30pm 
Village Hall 

Emergency Services - grid Reference 
It is recommended to have your grid reference available 
when contacting the emergency services. This allows 
for a much faster service, especially in areas such as 
ours which are sparsely populated. I f you do not have 
accesss to an Ordnance Survey map or are unfamiliar 
with grid referencing, phone Sarah Martin on 810726 
and she will look it up for you. A small sticker showing 
the reference placed on or by the phone is suggested for 
easy access in an emergency - should it ever be 
required. As a guide here are the grid references for 
some of the more obvious landmarks: 

The church on the Tor 470804 
The church in the village 482813 
The Old Station House 485811 
Bumville 488824 

Neighbourhood Watch 
I have recently been appointed the co-ordinator for the 
village in place of Tony Foy. It would seem that it has 
been some time since the village joined the scheme and 
I believe it would be useful to have a refresher meeting 
with the police to up date us on the present position, 
remind ourselves what the scheme attempts to achieve, 
and to learn about the latest crime statistics, advice etc. 
I am therefore making arrangements with the police to 
come and give us a presentation one evening in the vi l 
lage hall when I am sure they will be happy to answer 
any questions you may have. I do hope you will support 
the meeting and I will publish the date in the Brentor 
News as soon as it is arranged. 

Paul Webster 

A special place in Brentor 
The congregation and the tens of thousands of visitors always 
appreciate floral decorations in St Michael's every year. 

With the regular summer services being held at 6.30pm every 
Sunday, a little help would be greatly appreciated - to either 
contribute money or flowers. I woxild be happy to arrange the 
flowers for you, or you could do your own arrangement. 

On every page of the Visitor's Book, the second most 
numerous remark (after "What a chmb!") is a kind word 
about the flowers. 
I f you would care to help in some way, please contact me on 
810555 
Thank you in anticipation 

.Tentiifer Vennine 



Cream Tea at the Village Hall - 8'" 
May 2.30pm to 4.00pm 

Kicking off our better-weather (fingers crossed!) fund 
raising events is a Cream Tea on Saturday 8* May. 
Everyone is welcome for a traditional Cream Tea at a 
cost of £2.00 for individuals and £1.00 for children. Al l 
funds raised are for the running costs of the Hall. 
We have plenty of helpers for the day but i f you can 
donate scones/jam7cream, we would be most grateful -
please contact me. 

SueMott 810037 

Brentor Parisii Council News 

The April Council meeting was well-attended by 
members of the public presenting the following issues: 

• Planning permission at end of Darkey Lane for 
stable development. The Council is to respond 
in stronger terms about local concern, 
environmental issues etc. 

• The future revision of the Local Plan and the 
role of the Parish Council. The Council will 
contact the Dartmoor National Park to establish 
when input will be requested and then discuss 
further action. 

• Future Housing Development in Brentor and the 
role of the Parish Council. It was confirmed that 
the ultimate planning authority lay with West 
Devon Borough Council and the Dartmoor 
National Park Authority, not the Parish Council. 

The local Police Beat Manager, PC Calendar was in 
attendance to take any comments from the Council or 
Parishioners regarding crime etc. He confirmed that car 
break-ins were still occurring in the St Michael's church 
carpark and asked that visitors not leave belongings 
visible in their cars. 

A plea for help: The public bench (Gerry's Bench) on 
the road down to the village centre needs some atten
tion, especially the iron foundations which have rusted, 
is anyone able to assist with this refurbishment? 
Next meeting is the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 
17 May. 

Children's Play Area Maintenance Day 
Sunday 9*̂  May 11.00 to 13.00 

Spring Tidy time again at the Children's Play Area - v 
need to weed around the bases of the trees and willow 
timnel and mulch. Also, rake over the bark under the 
play equipment and add some more where needed. 

I f the weather's nice, bring a picnic lunch and enjoy th 
surrounding views. 

Normal garden tools (hoes, rakes, garden shears) are 
required along with some WILLING HANDS of any 
age. I f you can help, even for just an hour, it will mak 
a big difference. Please ring Jane 810606 i f you are 
able to come along. 

CHRISTIAN AID DONATIONS 

For those who are unable to come to the Curry 
Supper but would like to donate there will be 

Christian Aid envelopes on the table at the back ol 
the Christ Church from Sunday 9* May. Please 
would you let Sue Rhodes have these at Station 

House, Brentor. Thank you. 

Grass Cutting at tlie Playing Field 
The new arrangements are in place for use of the 
Cricket pitch but 1 owe an apology to Terry Pearce. I 
said in last months issue that Terry was cutting the gra 
- 1 should have said Terry is organising the cutting of 
the grass. I understand this error caused not only 
Terry's blood pressure to rise! 
Terry is drawing up a rota for cutting the outfield usinj 
the Brentor Cricket Club equipment and if you can hel 
too, please contact Dave on 810375. 

Pat Blower on behalf of the Brentor Parish Council 
810600 



Housing Development in Brentor 

The Parish Council Meeting of 5* April was attended by about 10 members of the public, the majority of whom 
were present to learn of the council's approach to housing development in Brentor. 

One of those ten, Robin Burdfield, stated the folio wing:-

" I wish to refer to an omission in the minutes of the pubhc meeting held on the 16* Febmary 2004. Namely that Mr. Markham, 
planning officer for the DNP, stated that the plan currently awaiting adoption would not run until 2011 as originally intended, 
but would be superceded in 3 years time by a new plan. 

After that meeting I contacted the Dartmoor National Park planning office on this matter and they stated:-

Central Government now requires planning authorities to compile a new plan, called the local development framework, by 
2007. The local development framework will supercede any existing plan. 
In compiling the local development framework, the DNP stated that the views of Parish Councils would be taken 'very seri
ously' since they are the elected representatives of the local people. 
When asked whether the Barker report would have an impact on the local development framework, the DNP stated that it 
inevitably would have an impact. 
(The Barker report requires that in addition to current anticipated building, a fxuther 120,000 private homes should be built ev
ery year, each year for the next 10 years) 

It appears therefore that the Parish Council will have a significant say in the new local development framework, which will be 
set against a backdrop of a recommended massive increase in private house building. 
There are very many people - not only residents but also at least 4 or 5 would be local developers, who want to know clearly and 
unambiguously:- , , 

a) Will this council recommend to the DNP that Brentor village be enabled for housing development in the new local 
development framework. 

a) Does this council wish to promote new build development in those parts of the Parish outside the National Park, 
a) How will the Parish Council reach their decision." 

Following this speech the council stated they would write to the DNP for further information. 
The current position of the council concerning housing development in Brentor appeared to be that the current (until 
2007) plans of both Dartmoor National Park and West Devon Borough Council did not leave the Parish Council with 
any significant role. 

Robin Burdfield 

Diary Dates: 
All of the above events will be held at Brentor Village Hall unless otherwise stated. 

May 8th: Cream Tea 2.30 - 4.00pm. Adults £2 children £ 1 . Fund raising for village hall 
May 9th: Children's Play Area Maintenance Day 11.00am -1.00pm. Meet at Playing Field 
May 12th: Garden Club. Visit to Di Kersey's gardens 2.30pm 
May 12th: Forget-me-not/cream tea 2.30pm 
May 15th: Jean Whitfield Memorial Walk. Start 11.00am 
May 17th: Annual Parish meeting. 7.30pm • — 
May 19th: Curry Supper 7.00pm. In support of Christian Aid 
May 20th: Garden Club 7.30pm. Sculptured Foliage to Grow and Arrange 
May 22nd: Garden Club Plant Sale. 2.00 - 4.30pm 
May 28th: Villages in Action - African Drumming - Angata. 8.00pm 
July 4th: Summer Sizzler Barbeque 



VUlage Hall Matters 
The Hall and Playing Field Charitable 

Status 

VF&PFC (Village Hall and Playing Field 
Committee) 

At the A G M on 3 T ' March 04, the Chairman (me) 
and Secretary (Dave Williams) reminded the 
Committee that they had been notified the previous 
year that we intended to stand down, and that 
replacements would be needed. The Treasurer 
(Alan Smith) also indicated that he wished to stand 
down at the end of the current financial year 
(February 05). However, when it came to the 
Election of Officers, no nominations were 
forthcoming for the vacant posts. Consequently 
Dave and myself offered to remain in post until 
the end of September 04, in order for the busi
ness of the Committee to continue whilst replace
ments were sought. Alan was re-elected to serve a 
final term. 

Speaking personally, I , like Dave and Alan, have 
been actively involved for the last seven years and 
now feel it is time to hand over to a new pair of 
committed and enthusiastic hands. It's been a pe
riod of great achievement for everyone involved. 

An Extraordinary Meeting will be held in 
September to elect new Officers but meantime, 
there will be information in the BNews about the 
Hall and Playing Field, its charitable status, its 
responsibilities and current priorities. The purpose 
is to raise awareness of the need for continued 
active community involvement. 

There are many newer residents whom we are sure 
will be willing to contribute to maintaining and 
enhancing the facilities of the Hall and Playing 
Field. There is also a new generation of children in 
the village and we feel certain that their mums or 
dads would contribute significantly to the future 
developments required. 

Sue Mott 
Chairman 

The Village Hall and the Playing Field were both 
donated by a resident - Frank Ward (connected with 
Ward & Chowen the Estate Agents) who lived at 
Bumville Farm. 
Both the Hall and the Playing Field are for the benefit o 
all residents in the Parish. 

The Village Hall started life as a Reading Room and foi 
many years, the Devon Playing Fields Association had 
responsibility for the Playing Field and worked closely 
with the Brentor Cricket Club. Subsequently, DPFA 
ceased managing the Playing Field. 

The Hall and the Field were merged and were registere( 
as a Charity with the Charity Commissioners (CC) and 
that is our status today. 

Charity status brings many benefits. Firstly, the Hall 
and Field are protected under Charity Law. They 
cannot be sold or developed without the permission of 
the CC. Secondly, financially - we enjoy a huge 
reduction on rates (95%), can reclaim tax for gifts and 
grants, qualify for free banking, are exempt from V A T 
in some circumstances and do not pay any tax so our 
investment and all other income is gross. 

Sue Mott 

Stop Press 

BT have just announced that 
the Mary Tavy exchange will 

be enabled for 
Broadband on the 18th August 

2004, 



Forget-me-not 

Our own Colin Sargent - the Bi l l Oddie of Brentor -
gave us an outstanding and absorbing talk/slide show of 
his magnificent, up close photographic studies of local 
wildlife. He told us of the time consuming, nail biting 
hours he spent in his hand built hide to photograph a 
goldfinch feeding its young and the heart pounding 
moments after many long hours of woodland vigil, 
taking pictures of badgers emerging fi-om their sets and 
an unremitting, ice cold night photographing a sleeping 
kingfisher and he showed us the baby house martins 
being fed, under the eaves of Peggy and Mick Biggs's 
house. We were told about and saw pictures of bam owl 
fledglings and a picture of a blue tit feeding from a milk 
bottle. There were amazing pictures of frogs, toads and 
a squirrel eating an ice cream from a cone, a nuthatch 
climbing sideways and downwards for its fodder; a 
dragonfly, and a homet with its neafly defined 
markings. Al l stunning stuff, and not only viewed by us 
oldies - two early leamers came with their mum! 

Have you ever seen an albino badger? 
Did you know that birds have a 'locking system' when 
they sleep so they don't fall off their perch? Such an 
astonishing awakening to the wildlife around us! 
A big thank you to Colin from us all. 

Our next Devon Cream Tea (price 1£) - with Sue 
Rhodes' scrumptious scones - will again be on the 
second Wednesday in the month (May 12*) 2.30pm in 
the Brentor Village Hall. How about bringing along a 
photograph, a picture or an item of a happy or 
memorable occasion. A warm welcome awaits you. 
Forget-not the children - also welcome. Transport 
available. 

Anne Clark 810035 

19* Jean Whitfield Memorial Walk 

A last reminder that this village sponsored walk 
will take place on Saturday 15 May. We start 
from the Village Hall at 11.00am and all 
sponsorship money will be donated to the Ply
mouth and District Leukaemia Fund. Over the 
years we have collected more than £18,000 to 
provide facilities for research and treatment. 

Full details were given in the sponsor form 
appended to the April Brentor News. I f you 
want a copy please phone me. I hope you will 
join us for an enjoyable and relaxing day on 
Brentor's beautiful footpaths. 

Mike Whitfield (810 209) 

Peter the Postman 
I believe Peter may well be contacting all 
contributors personally to thank them 
for his leaving present; wc were able to 
buy a good quality badminton racquet, 
which I know he will enjoy using. 
We have received a very appreciative 
letter from Peter in which he speaks 
very fondly of his Brentor round 

Jane Osborne 

FINAL COPY DATE for the next edition 
Monday 24th May 

Copy to Rick Blower 810600 R.Blower@btlnternet.com 


