
October 2004 

A Special Celebratory Supplement will accompany 
our November edition 

Villages in Action 
Last month saw Angata come to Brentor Village 
Hall, quite a coup for the village when only the 
week before Angata were performing at the Royal 
Albert Hall. The music was vivacious, dynamic 
and loud as was the dancing colourful. Tickets 
sold out very quickly for that event and we had to 
change the format of the hall to accommodate 
additional people. It was a great night and towards 
the end of the evening most of the audience were 
on their feet dancing. 
The strength of Villages in Action is in its ability 

to bring professional arts events to rural 
communities at prices that we can afford. 
This month we are having an evening of comedy 
and poetry. Matt Harvey, of Radio 4's One Night 
Stanza and Jerri Hart, ex Rhythm Doctor will be 
performing on Saturday October 30th at the 
village hall at 8.00pm. It promises to be a fun 
night of comedy, poetry and music. 
The hall will be set out cabaret style with small 
tables, please feel free to bring a bottle etc that 
evening. Tickets available from Rick Blower, 
810600, Adults £5.00, children £3.00. 
This event is suitable for all over the age of 12 

If 916 is the answer, 
what's the question? 

See page 2 

Dartmoor in Oils 
Lucy is one of a dwindling number of artists who 
still use the traditional materials and techniques of 
oil painting. She has often drawn inspiration from 
the countryside around Brentor (some of you will 
have passed her standing at her easel in wind and 
rain hanging on to a canvas with one hand while 
painting with the other!) 

There will be an opportunity to watch her at work 
and see her pictures in the more comfortable 
surroundings of the village hall on Saturday 23rd 
October between 9 & 5. Admission free, 
refreshments available in aid of the Brentor News 
so do just pop in! 

Sarah Martin 
Unfinished Business 
....is not finishing. We are going to continue to 
share our knowledge/experience....craft-
work,crochet, quilting, kniting, stitching, painting 
etc. in the Brentor Village Hall every Monday 
2.00- 5.00pm. 
Our 'business' has been increased with anew 
family in the village. Lisa busy machining 
curtains, hubby Ivan produced some amazingly 
animated sketches of all of us working and their 
son, Joe completed a model of a Mini Cooper. 
Some amazing quilting and applique -Joan Smith 
is working on a most appealing animal inhabited 
applique and Sue Rhodes has 're-discovered' some 
blocks, material and templates of a handsome 
quilt. Barbara Bird is precision knitting some 
beautiful doll's clothes and is persevering with a 
cross-stitch motif for a Christmas card. Liz 
Wheeler has all but completed her cross-stitch (on 
linen) picture and Jenny Beavan - a first timer on 
gros-point tapestry is rapidly progressing towards 
completion of her cushion cover. 
Janet Albrighton brought her spinning wheel and 
plied yam ready to work during a crafts trip to the 
Netherlands; she also tutored Anne Clark in the 
preparation and subsequent spinning of sheep 
fleeces (recently given toArme by Maureen and 
Terry Higgs and their pet Jacob's). Our 
watercolourist, George Sutton, achieved a 
handsome image of water, boats, buildings and 
cliffs with much personal ability. George would 
appreciate the company of persons with likewise 
skills...why not come and join him and us? 
Brentor village hall has electrical sockets for 



sewing macliines, strong lighting etc. Beverages 
available... and we have delicious biscuits. Small 
charge. . 

Anne Clark 

Brentor Village Hall Playing Field 
Committee 
News 
This month we say a very sad farewell to Sue 
Mott as Chairman of our committee. 
Over the last seven years Sue has served as the 
Garden Club representative, treasurer and last of 
all in the crucial role of Chairman. 
As you all know a lot has been achieved during 
these seven years. Just to list some of these 
achievements:- hall heating, redecoration & 
refurbishment of the inside & the outside of the 
hall, kitchen modernisation, new fencing and 
gates, levelling of the grass area, new curtains, 
new fire escape and store, playing field 
improvements 
We could list more, but the essential fact is that 
without Sue's incredible hard work and 
enthusiasm much of this would not have been 
achieved. 
We would like to thank Sue on behalf of our 
committee, and our community as a whole for all 
her hard work over the years. If Brentor is a great 
place to live, and we believe that it is, a good part 
of that is due to the enthusiasm and dedication 
shown by people like Sue. 
Elected officers 
Chairman Tim Beavon 
Vice-Chairman Alan Smith 
Treasurer Charlie Elder 
Secretary Dave Williams 

Come to our next meeting 
7.30pm Weds 13*" Oct 

Dave Williams - secretary 
810 375-langor@btinternet.com 

Brentor Show 
The question to the answer on Page 1 is: How 
much money was collected at the Village 
Show? 
Although vegetables and flower entries were 
down a little on last year this wasn't a surprise of 
the weather had been terrible for both. However, 
in total we had just over 200 entries for all classes 
which is a really good turnout. 
As you now know, over £1000 was collected on 
the day and the full audited accounts will be on 
the Noticeboard outside the Village Hall. This 
meant that having paid for the marquee hire, the 

band and other expenses we were left with a 
balance of £640.00. We have kept back £300 
towards next year's Show and the balance of 
£340.00 has been donated to the Village Hall for 
the Kitchen Improvement Fund. Over the last 
three years, we have raised over £900 for these 
improvements and have now fund-matched our 
Grants monies. 
We had nearly £100 worth of Raffle prizes, all of 
which were won by residents. Congratulations 
then to Bill, Mary, Barry, Kate, Adrian, Philippa 
and Sally. 
Thanks, of course, to everyone who helped out. I 
started to draw up a list but stopped when I got to 
30 names - so many helpers in so many ways, 
what a great sense of community we have. Well 
done everyone, another super day to add to our 
memories. 
Moving on, we have planned the date for next 
year, 3rd September 2005. Get your thinking caps 
on and if you have any suggestions or ideas, 
please let us know. 
Sue (810037) Joan (810143) and Sue (810403) 

QUIZ NIGHT 
Friday 26"* 
November 

8pm at Village 
Hall 

A fun evening to raise funds for the hall. 
£5.00 for entry of a team of 4. 

Bring a bottle. 
Book early to avoid disappointment. 

. Contact Dave Williams 810375 

Ron Heywood -
Ann and I only recently heard the sad news that 
Ron Heywood had died. We had both known Ron 
for many, many years. Apart from chance 
meetings while out walking, or visits to his house, 
he would frequently drop in to see us while 
passing and chat for a while. Always his faithful 
old dog would wait patiently outside (Ron insisted 
on that). 
Whenever we met he would be immaculately 
dressed from hat to his high boots, sometimes 
wearing a cravat. Phyllis, his late wife told Ann 
more than once that he would take hours dressing. 
Ron would talk for hours about his working life; 
his years of contract steam ploughing far and 
wide. His work in the woods, first estimating the 
value of either felled or standing, timber by the, to 
me, complicated traditional way, of using a length 



of string to arrive at the cubic feet of useable 
wood. 
We talked about the methods used to get the tree-
butts out of the wood, using both horses and 
machinery, then how to carry the timber away. 
Some fine, mature trees would be worthless. They 
would have been far too difficult to take away. 
Ron was a mine of information on farming 
methods, now long gone. One pride and joy of his 
was his pocket-watch, frequently referred to. 
Another bout of stories revolved around his work 
at the massive saw-bench out on a farm while on 
contract work, reducing large tree-butts to cut 
timber. 
Ron Heywood was one of the few people who 
fought to have the illegal fencing and bunding 
around both Bowden Down and Liddaton Down 
removed. He gave us many names of local 
contacts, ex-Brentorians etc. to help our fight to 
have the obstructions removed. 
Ron was a mine of information, a character, a 
country gentleman through and through and will 
be sorely missed by us 

Ann and Dennis Young. 
Forget Me Not 
"Your school days...tetchy teachers and I 
remember when stories...." Lots of laughter over 
lively labours, learnings, laissez-faire, punishment 
and penalties - and a 1950's 'print-out' of how 
children should behave and present themselves, as 
a domesticated family unit, to the daily home
coming of their tired, hard-working, worn-out, 
stressed and wearied father.... V E R Y clean, 
ALWAYS seen and NEVER noisy! We are 
putting Forget-Me-Not to rest over the winter 
months perhaps a date in spring 2005? 

Ann Clark 

Brentor Harvest Supper 
Come along to the Brentor Village Hall and meet 
your friends and neighbours at the Harvest Supper 
- 7.00pm on Monday 4 October. There will be a 
sumptuous three course "Harvest Supper" with a 
small donation to charity - £4 adults, £1 children, 
£10 family. 
Bring a bottle... juices will be available for the 
children. There will be an auction of the produce 
that has been "harvested" and all the monies plus 
any profit on the supper will go to charity. 
Tickets available from Sue Rhodes 810 403. We 
would like to know numbers - for the cooks by 
1̂ ' October please. 

Jumble Sale 
The Brentor Village Hall Playing Field 
Committee will be holding a Jumble Sale on 
Saturday 16 October at 2.00pm. The Village Hall 

will be open from 6.00pm to 7.00pm on Friday 
15* to take in jumble and again on Saturday 
Morning from 10.00am to 12.00 noon. 
Any enquiries or if help is needed please ring 
Sue Mott (810037) or Kate Kelly (810287). Any 
offers of help gratefully received on the same 
numbers. 

Brentor 
Garden 
Club 

Liz and Charles Pridham visited us in September 
to give a talk entitled "Maximum Effect for 
Minimum Effort". With a one acre garden as well 
as a very busy nursery to run, they had some very 
nifty ideas for cutting down on the work entailed. 
Charles has an extensive collection of many good 
slides illustrating their philosophy. They brought 
with them a wide selection of plants for sale, 
some of them very unusual. 
The result of the hanging basket competition, 
which was very close, was: 1 ̂ ' Sue Stephens, 2"'' 
Anne Clark, 3"* Sue Rhodes. Again, a big thank 
you to John Carter of Rowden Gardens for 
judging this event. 
October will see the welcome return of Micky 
Little who, since he last visited us, has moved 
from Castle Drogo to take on a new challenge at 
Hestacombe House in Dorset. Those of you who 
have attended a talk by him in the past will know 
that we are in for a really interesting, informative 
and happy evening. The subject is "Plants for the 
Future - Propagation" and will be a hands-on 
demonstration. 
Our programme for 2005 is nearly complete and I 
am sure you will all be pleased to know we start 
in January with another lunch at the Dartmoor 
Inn. Prior to this in November we have Bulbs for 
All Seasons" with George Kessell ". In 
December, of course, we have our AGM and 
Social Evening which will be a little different this 
year with live music and a competition. 
We are expanding the Sales Table to include 
home produced food. i.e. eggs, vegetables, 
preserves, baking etc. The club will take a small 
proportion of anything sold. 
Our next meeting will be Thursday 21^' October at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall. Please come. 
Visitors are most welcome. 

Liz Wheeler 810083 



Farewell to 
Marion & Jim Pritchard 
After 43 happy years at Hillside we have finally 
said our fond farewells to Brentor. We have seen 
many people come and go in that time both in 
South Brentor and the main village. It has been an 
idyllic place to live and bring up the family but 
we decided the time had now come to find 
something more manageable before we became 
too geriatric to make the move! We are, however, 
still in Devon - just but now in the Blackdown 
Hills instead of Dartmoor National Park and still 
have lovely countryside around us, Culmstock 
Beacon having taken the place of Brent Tor as our 
local view point (when we cease to be surrounded 
by packing cases!). 
It was sad to see the W. I . close after nearly half a 
century but other things have come along to take 
its place, in particular the Garden Club. It was 
good to see such a lovely day for the Brentor 

Show just before we left and we wish the village 
well with all its future endeavours. Sincere thanks 
are due to those who have helped with and 
supported the annual Poppy Collection in the past 
- Peter Cameron will be taking over as the local 
Poppy Appeal Organiser. • , 
We shall miss all the many people we got to know 
over the years and hope they will drop in to see us 
when driving along the M5 (junction 27 and 
follow the Wellington sign and in Culmstock we 
are just opposite the school. Those who may 
remember Joyce Baker who lived on West 
Blackdown will be interested to hear that we are 
now near neighbours. Our address is 23 Great 
Close, Culmstock, Cullompton, EX 15 3HQ. 
Phone (when BT have condescended to connect 
us) 01884 840693. 
Marion & Jim Pritchard 

Brentor News 300 Special Supplement 
Issue number lof the Brentor Ne^ys was published in November 1979. The milestones of the 100* 
issue (February 1988) and the 200* issue (June 1996) were celebrated by Special Editions each 
running to 16 pages or more. The basic cost of a 4-page issue is now £29, twice as much as in 1996 
and raising the cost of an illustrated Special Edition to well in excess of £200. We have therefore 
decided to take a different approach for the 300* issue and to use our achievement to raise fiinds for 
a new initiative that will benefit not only the Brentor News but also Brentor as a whole. We hope to 
reveal details of this initiative and to give you a flavour of the last 100 issues in a celebratory 
supplement which will accompany next month's Brentor News. 

Mike Whitfield & Rick Blower 

Diary Dates 
Monday October 4th 8.00pm Book Group at Lowertown 

Farmhouse 
Sarah Martin 810 726 

Monday October 4* 7.00pm Harvest Supper Sue Rhodes 810 403 
Wednesday October 13* 7.30pm Brentor Village Hall & Playing 

Field Committee 
Dave Williams 810 375 -

Saturday October 16* 2.00pm Jumble Sale . . . Sue Rhodes 810 403 
Thursday October 21" 7.30pm Garden Club Liz Wheeler 810 083 
Saturday October 23"̂  Dartmoor in Oils Sarah Martin 810726 
Saturday October 30* 8.00pm Evening of Comedy & Poetry Rick Blower 810 600 
Friday November 26* 8.00pm Quiz Night Dave Williams 810 375 

At Brentor Village Hall unless stated otherwise 

FINAL COPY DATE 
for next edition: Monday 25*^ October 

Rick Blower Tel 810 600 
e-mail: R.Blower(S)btintemet.com 

STOP PRESS 
Cricket Club AGM Windsor Cottage Friday 22 October 7.00pm - John Gabb 810686 



Bnemon News 
Issue No. 300 SUPPLEMENT 

300 ISSUES AND STILL FLOURISHING I 
The Brentor News has been distributed free of charge to 220 households in Brentor every 
month for the past 25 years. It originally evolved from a series of ten Newsletters produced by 
the Brentor Community Centre between September 1978 and August 1979 to inforai the village 
of the development of the new Community Shop and related ventures. A hand-operated 
duplicator was obtained with the aid of the Parish Council, a typing rota was organised together 
with a distribution network and the first Brentor News was published in November 1979. The 
production process has come a long way from its duplicator days. Since March 1995 the 
Brentor News has been produced on a computer using a desktop publishing programme. Once 
all the articles have been laid out a master copy is produced. From the master copy the news is 
photocopied onto recycled paper. The use of the computer even enabled issue 263 to be guest 
edited from Darwin, Australia! 

Role of Brentor News 
The Brentor News presents such an interesting picture of village life because it is playing an 
important function by keeping us all in touch with what is going on. It is not just a Parish 
Magazine. It reflects a very wide range of interests and provides a forum for the exchange of 
ideas on everything that affects our village life. 

From the very begirming the paper has reflected and encouraged a wide range of conmiunity 
interests. Regular articles describing the goings-on in the village have revealed an amazing 
variety of activities including Villages in Action, film shows, folk groups, lectures, a play
group, a garden club, Brentorian productions. Village Shows, Quiz Nights, Spice Nights & 
Curry Suppers. Other regular contributions have been provided from issue No. 1 on Church, 
Chapel, Village Hall, Playing Fields and the Parish Council. The rhythm of the seasons has 
been marked by reports on the Jean Whitfield walk in spring, the Village Show, the Harvest 
Festival, Halloween, Bonfire and sparklers parties and Christmas Carols. In all these regular 
features you can follow the rich pattern of events that makes life in the country so much more 
alive and in tune than life in the town. 

A Jewel in the Crown 
"Brentor is a great place in which to live; fresh air, great views, open moorland close by, a good 
bus service and dark skies (ideal for nocturnal people like me looking through an eyepiece in 
the early hours). We have another great feature; our playing field, one of the finest in the area." 

Dennis Young 



Brentor as a community 
"Each month a number of diary dates are published in the Brentor News; behind each of these 
dates is a story of time and effort by somebody - whether it is organising a jumble sale, an 
evening of entertainment, a village hall meeting, a garden club event or a pond clearing day. 
Brentor is fortunate in having so many people who put time and effort into village affairs and 
who, together with those who come along on the day, create a 'sense of community'. 
It may be salutary for each of us to ask ourselves why we like living in Brentor and what, i f 
anything, we do to foster and support the particular aspect of Brentor that we enjoy. We all 
live very busy lives and have interests outside of Brentor but i f we do not consider our 
commitment to the village as being very high on our list of priorities then we may wake up 
one day and find that we have lost that which we consider the most important reason for 
living here." _ > 
JaneOsborne 

A vigorous exchange of views on the future of the Eastcott Memorial Field, and the 
associated children's play area was facilitated by the Brentor News in 2001/02. The majority 
view seemed to be reflected by Simon Martin. 

Eastcott Memorial Field 
"There is no question in my mind that the Eastcott field should remain in exactly the same 
state as it is today. Whichever road I use to enter the village my heart always lifts at the sight 
of the brace of cattle, usually, I think, Charolais cross, quietly browsing in the field, and put 
there on a regular basis to keep the pasture down. What other sign of the delightful peace and 
harmony of rural Dartmoor life could you possibly wish to see in these troubled and busy 
times? It is also of note that common Snipe feed and roost (and nest?) in the sedge grass at the 
wet lower end of this field throughout the winter and spring, though you have to be quick to 
see and hear them in the dimpsy cold winter evenings. Do we want to disturb this habitat?" 

Simon Martin. 

Other issues that raised discussion included the fencing of Bowden Down & Liddaton 
Downs and their later purchase by a consortium of local residents (Brentor Commons Trust), 
the sale of the Church Hall and the provision of affordable housing in the Village. 

Village Facilities 
Since June 1996 the Church Hall and the Methodist Chapel have both closed. The proposed 
closure of the Church Hall in 1978 was one of the factors influencing the establishment of 
the Brentor Community Centre. The Village Hall has however been progressively upgraded 
thanks to a vigorous and resourceful Village Hall and Playing Field Committee and the sup
port of many living in the village. 

The tower of Christ Church has been extensively restored and the continuing saga of the up
keep of the church clock has been reported at regular intervals. St Michael's Church was lit
erally (and briefly) in the spotlight during the millennium celebrations. It was subjected to 
an act of vandalism unprecedented in its 800-year histor>' in 2002. The situation was re
deemed by the generosity of those who donated a substantial sum to enable the damage to be 
repaired. 



Major Events 
The eight years since the 200*'' edition in June 1996 have witnessed some major events, some 
of which have been reflected in the pages of the Brentor News. 

Total Solar Eclipse 1999 I 

"A total eclipse does not occur very often. The last in England was in 1927, the next following 1999, 
will be in the year 2090, ninety years away. Only a very narrow band of the Earth will be in complete 
shadow. Brentor is on the edge of that band. The more south we go, the greater the duration of totality. 
Totality will start at 11 h. 13m. 49s and will last at Tavistock for 44 seconds. The Moon will clear the 
Sun at 12h. 33m. 53s. The eclipse is then over, locally, at least. Only duiing totality will it be safe to 
look at the Sun without Mylar glasses. 

Dennis Young 

Millennium Celebrations 1999/2000 
Brentor Millennium Party 
From 8pm at the Village Hall 31 December 1999 
* Complimentary glass of mulled wine or non-alcoholic mulled juice on arrival. 
* A silent candle ceremony will be held at the beginning of the evening's proceedings (can each 
child bring a night-light in a jam jar). 
It would be fun to attend in fancy dress -a character or costume from the last 1000 years. 

Millennium Boundary Stones finally arrive on site! February 2002 ^ 
Many of you wiU have noticed tliat the remaining boundary stones have finally been installed. It 
seems unbelievable that the whole process from the planning stage to their installation has taken 5 
years. The stones have had a colourful hfe so far to say the least! They spent ages at the D.N.P. wait
ing to be made and when they fmally arrived they were moved, washed, steam cleaned and stored due 
to the Foot and Mouth restrictions! But finally the long awaited day for them to be put in arrived and 
with the help of a JCB they have been installed. We hope everyone that has seen the stones approves 
of them and that they will provide a lasting legacy for the millennium. 

Sally Curtis 

2001 Foot & Mouth Epidemic 
Closure of public facilities 
On the 22cnd of March 2001 the Village Hall & Playing Field Committee agreed that these facilities 
should remain closed until the 3rd of May. 

Brentor message tree 
"Thank you to everyone who put a message on the message tree planted in Brentor bus sheher. At the 
last count there were 34 messages and they have been photocopied and sent out to people who have 
suffered or are suffering the effects of foot and mouth disease with the help of Rev. Ian Sykes.. Many 
of the messages were from children and were very loving. 

Belona 

2002 Brentor Jubilee Day Celebrations 
"The Jubilee Day celebrations on 3rd June were a great success. Over 70 people of all ages braved the 
unknown, and participated in the aftemoon Treasure trail. All retumed safely some two hours later, in 
time for the prize giving and Jubilee Tea The hall was superbly decorated, with a huge golden crown 
suspended from the ceiling, banners and balloons. Tables groaned with food supplied by the partici
pants themselves. During this tune the Aduh and Junior Crown competitions were judged, from over 
a dozen imaginative entries, and the prizes for the Treasure Trail were presented. 
After the tea, the decks were cleared in time for the arrival of "lonrhapsod" for the band night. This 
was also well attended, and greatly enjoyed, and finished with a superb firework display at 
midnieht. 



Villages in Action 
This is a scheme which has brought professional arts events and workshops to the village. The 
diversity of events has included cabaret/comedy, music and theatre. It has been difficult to 
single out highlights because the standard overall has been very high. However, who can forget 
Richard 111 coming onto the church hall stage dressed as an Elvis look-a-like and using a 
drumkit as his prop! The memorable Weird Sisters with their quirky 'Loveplay'. Alison Neil in 
her solo performance of the riveting tale 'The Sixth Wife'. Workshops have included Afican 
drumming and Willow Basket making. The scheme continues to thrive and financially 
support the Brentor News. Thanks to all who support the events and hopefully enjoy them! 

Hello and Farewell 
In the course of the last 100 issues we have welcomed 
• the opening of the new children's adventure play area in the Playning Field; 
• the formation of new groups such as the Brentor Archive Group, Forget - me - not and the 

very recent Brentor Commons Association; 
• the return of the Brentorians in January 2000 was particularly welcome. They proceeded 

to delight us with productions of 'Cider with Rosie' (2000) and 'The Railway Children' 
(2002) in the atmospheric setting of the Station House. Two hilarious pantomimes in the 
Village Hall followed - 'Sleeping Cutey' (2003) and 'Dick Whittington' (2004). 

we have said farewell to 
• The Women's Institute disbanded due to lack of support, they had met on a regular basis 

during the previous 50 years. 
• Permission was granted to convert the Church Hall into a residence in August 2000 and 

was offered for sale. 
• We said goodbye to the cherry tree in the comer of Bum Lane . The tree had been dis

eased for some time. Unfortunately it was not possible to plant another cherry tree 
(because of the disease) but an application was put in to DNP for a grant to plant a copper 
beech. 

• In April 20004 the Brentor Cricket club disbanded 

The Future 
The production costs of the Brentor News continue to increase year on year. At present, each 
issue costs £29,00 to produce. It is still a policy of the Brentor Community Centre to issue a 
copy of the Brentor News each month, free of charge to every household in the parish. Currently 
220 copies are produced. Throughout the course of the year various organisations and individu
als make donations to the Brentor news, whilst the B.C.C. itself raises money primarily through 
Villages in Action events. I f you would like to make a contribution to production costs or 
arrange an event to raise funds please contact one of the editors (Rick Blower, Mike Whitfield, 
John Wheeler). An alternative might be to sponsor an issue, perhaps in memory of someone - or 
as a novel present. 

Thank You 
Thank you to everybody who has contributed to these first 300 issues and to all those who have 
helped to type, duplicate and distribute the paper every month - and thank you to all oiu- readers 
for their patience and interest. -
The continued success of the Brentor News will depend upon you the readers feeding back your 
articles, letters, poems, stories and ideas and helping us keep the community spirit alive and 
active in Brentor. 


