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Village Hall and Playing Field AGM 
The AGM for the Village Hall and Playing Field 
Committee will take place on Wednesday 13 April, 7.30 at 
the village hall. I f you have any thoughts on the future use 
and improvement of the village hall come along and have 
your say. 

Kitchen Improvements 
The improvements to the kitchen area were finished in 
good time for the curry night. We now have a serving 
hatch, more kitchen units and a separate storage area. 
Many thanks to Derek and Sally for carrying out the work 
efFicientiy and working around the various hall bookings. 
Curry Night 
Thanks to all those who came along to the curry night and 
to the various cooks. A wide selection of tasty curries was 
enjoyed - they certainly warmed us up on a cold night. 
£52.50 was raised for Village Hall funds. 

Playing Field 
The mowing of the cricket and football pitches has begun 
again, making use of the new tractor and mower. This task 
is now significantly easier and less time consuming. They 
have also been used at the village hall and play area 
allowing us to reduce our aimual costs of maintaining 
these areas. Pre-season maintenance of the cricket 
buildings is under way, ready for their use by the West 
Devon Cricket Club. Roof slates have been replaced and 
broken shutters repaired, part of a continuous programme 
being undertaken with the cricket club. 

Tim Beavon - 810564 

Brentor Commons Association 
The first Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Brentor 
Commons Association will be held in the Brentor Village 
Hall on Wednesday 27th April at 7,30 pm. 

So far, the process of purchasing the freehold of Bowden 
Down and Liddaton Down and sorting out the related 
formalities has been progressed by a group of Trustees and 
Life Members. Together they have begun to outline a 
management plan and have met the costs involved. 

The Association is now a registered charity and 
membership and involvement is open to all. Everybody is 
therefore invited to come along to the AGM to find out 
what progress has been made and to join in the discussion 
of plans for the fiiture. 

Make a note of the date - we hope to see you there! 

Mike Whitfield (Hon Secretary) - 810209 

Parish Questionnaire 
Concerned about aspects of life in Brentor? Worried about 
future developments? Are there things you wish to improve? 
Maybe you want things to stay the way they are. 

This is your chance to have a voice and be heard. 

With the support of the Parish Council and after consulta
tions with various village groups, a questionnaire has been 
compiled intended to address matters of local interest and 
concern. The questions are relevant, topical, some surprising 
and some controversial, but none of a personal nature. 

By April 8th, copies of the questionnaire will be delivered to 
each household based on the number of adults per household. 
Area collectors will then call to collect completed question
naires during the evenings of April 12th, 13th and 14th. Your 
answers will treated in the strictest confidence - you will not 
even be asked your name. 

The results of the questionnaire will be collated and fiilly 
reported in the May edition of the Brentor News. Please take 
this opportunity to have your views heard and also hear the 
views of the rest of the Parish. 

I f you have not received your copy of the questionnaire by 
April Sth, please contact me. 

Robin Burdfield - 810412 

Invitation to the Annual Parish Meeting 
All parishioners are invited to the Annual Parish Meeting on 
18th April 7.30pm in the Village Hall to find out what is hap
pening in your parish. 

• The Brentor Parish Council would like to invite all 
village clubs/groups to present a summary of their 
activities to the Parish . We have tried to contact as 
many groups as possible, but please let us know if you 
are interested in participating in this event. The 
objective is to circulate as much information as possi
ble about what is happening in the locality. 

• The Brentor Parish Council will also present a short 
summary of their woik during the past year. 

• You will have an opportunity to put forward resolu
tions for action by the Parish Council. 

Come and have your say with complimentary coffee and 
cake as well! 

Pat Blower - 810600 
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The Brentorians 
... want to say a very sincere thank you to both young 
and not-so-young "guests" who came to Baskerville 
Hall in March to help Sherlock Holmes and Dr 
Watson solve the Baskerville family murder mystery. 

TMs month sees the Brentorians back in action, 
casting and rehearsing for their next production - see 
below! 

"A Midsummer Night's Dream" 

23 - 25 June 2005 
The Station House, Brentor 

Alvin Diaz - 810468 

"Wagstaffe the Wind-up Boy" 

Kneehigh Theatre at The Nicholls HaU Lydford 
Wed. 6 April at 7.30pm 

Wagstaffe is bad. So bad that his parents run away 
from home andjoin the circus. Wagstaffe slobs about 
until the day he meets the articulated lorry. Then his 
world changes for ever 

Kneehigh's latest show is naughty, bizarre and very 
funny. Suitable for all. 

Tickets: Fred Still - 820479 

I "The Hound of the Baskepvilles" 

THERE could hardly have been a 
more atmospheric setting for the 
Brentorians latest production - an 
adaptation of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle's Hound of the Baskervilles -
than Brentor Village Hall. And a 
rising wind outside on the final 
night echoed the eerie sound effects employed within to 
create a tangible sense of the forbidding moor in which 
the murder mystery is set. 

The entire drama takes place in the drawing room of 
Baskerville Hall, painstakingly recreated in the style of 
the 1920s. Staged along the length of the village hall, 
the closeness of the audience to the action lent both a 
sense of Intimacy and increased drama as the thriller 
unwound. 

Adapted by Tim Kelly, the play opens with the arrival 
of the famous detective Sherlock Holmes and his loyal 
assistant, Dr Watson, to Investigate the grizzly murder 
of the late owner of Baskerville Hall, who appears to 
have been mauled by a massive beast while out on the 
moor. As the plot unfolds. Holmes, played to perfection 
by John Wheeler, unmasks the deceit and motives of j 
each of the suspects until cunningly trapping his quarry 
In the dramatic final scene. 

All the actors gave excellent performances. Dour but 
loyal butler Barrymore was played with great presence 
and force by Ivan Churcher, while Kim Landers gave a 
strong performance as the proud Mrs Barrymore 
compromised by the secret of her escaped convict 
brother. Anne Clark played the concerned Lady Agatha 
Mortimer with great style, with Sue Rhodes as Laura 
Lyons and welcome new recruit Neil Richards as the 
young heir to Baskerville Hall, Sir Henry. Robin 
Burdf ield's warm and comforting presence as Dr Watson 
set off well the austere Holmes whose ruthless logic and 
deduction were deliberately pushed to the edge of 
parody, much to the appreciation of the audience. Jo 
Birbeck gave a convincing performance as the dizzy and 
terrified maid Perkins, and Sarah Martin was first rate 
as the scheming Kathy Stapleton who together with her 
eccentric brother Jack, played by Paul Webster, plots 
to unleash the murderous hound upon Sir Henry and 
claim Baskerville Hall. 

All in all it was a very slick production with strong 
direction from Judy Baxter and Jenny Beavon, using 
talented players with a very professional set, costume 
design and special effects. While disciplined direction 
ensured a good pace and suspense, there was also a hint 
of humour and irony and the references to the moor and 
its "wild or eccentric" characters drew appreciative 
laughter from the audience. 

Looking forward to their next production...! 

Nicky Harmer 

We have had an excellent auditioning evening in 
March with many of the parts successfiiUy taken. 
Thespians needed: four men to play "hard handed 
men of Athens" one male to play Oberon .... 
two to play Thesius and Ageus .... And are there any 
more children who would like to try for the parts of 
Puck or the fairies? 



Miss Betty Gilbert 
Betty was bom in Stentabridge House, Brentor, and 
lived there until her death on March 12th. Her fimeral 
service and burial took place at Christ Church on 
March 24th at 2.30 pm. 

She attended St Michael's School in Pl3Tnouth Road, 
Tavistock. A few years after she had finished her 
education there as a pupil, she returned to the school 
and became a member of staff, employed as a teacher. 
Some years passed and the staff and pupils moved to 
Hazeldon House, which is situated near to Kelly 
College. She continued working there until her 
retirement. 

Betty took an active part in the Village. She was a 
member of the Parochial Church Council, a member 
of the Choir, and a member of the team of bell ringers 
for St Michael's Church. She also used to organise the 
flower rota for St Michael's Church, and helped with 
the floral arrangements at all of the festivals. She 
regularly organised the distribution of the collection 
boxes for donations to the Children's Society. 

Betty was also the Treasurer of the Brentor Branch of 
the Torridge and West Devon Conservative 
Association. 

She was a keen walker and was a regular participant 
in the aimual Jean Whitfield walk, striding out over 
the nine miles in her raincoat and Wellington boots, 
carrying a large handbag. 

Betty will be greatly missed by all who had the 
pleasure of knowing her. 

i t MaryT\icker 

Tamwed Launch 
730pm May 9th Tavistock Methodist Hall 

Tamwed is a new organisation, set up in the wake of 
the tsunami, to link communities in Tamil Nadu in 
South India, and West Devon. 

The coastal region of Tamil Nadu was badly affected 
by the tsunami with great loss of life, property and 
infrastructure. Governmental and Non Govenunental 
Organisations were able to offer relief aid in the form 
of food and housing to some conunimities. However, it 
wi l l take longer term programmes to restore the 
livelihoods of coastal or rural villagers who were 
dependent on fishing and farming. 

Tamwed has good links in the area through local 
charity Westden's Rural Links project and its Indian 
partners. A community organisation, based in a remote 
rural area that was swamped by sea water, has offered 
to support the link in Tamil Nadu. 

Members are being invited to join Tamwed, to link 
their organisations such as schools or businesses, with 
others in Tamil Nadu, and to support a long term 
regeneration programme. 

Tamwed will be officially laimched on May 9th, where 
people wil l be able to hear from visitors to the 
devastated area, who wil l be showing slides that 
illustrate the devastation that occurred suddenly on 
Boxing Day. Tamwed Committee members wil l outline 
plans for the objectives of the organisation and seek 
ideas and support from individuals, or representatives 
of community groups, businesses and local 
govenunent. 

OzOsborne- 832897 
oz@ruraUinks.wanadoo.co.uk 

The Sound of the Organist Playing 

I was walking the tor to St.Michael's 
Feeling jaded and mentally tired -
Came the sound of heavenly music 
I thought must be praising the Lord! 

T'was the sound of an organ playing: 
A voice in crescendo supreme! 
I sat midst the ancient ramparts 
Imbibing, absorbing the theme. 

A divine celebration of St Michael 
With his angels in battle resplendent? 
Cast out the dragon from heaven; 
St. Michael - protector - transcendent! 

The swell and ebb of that music -
Chords, melodies, highs and lows; 
The players' playing I needed. 
My troubled mind began to repose. 

So, St Michael of A l l Angels 
Can we share those heavenly notes 
O f the player playing the music? 
Thee triumphant in batde, 

me victorious in thoughts. 

Anne Clark 



Criminal Damage at 
Brentor Playing Field 
During the week commencing 20th March there have 
been two incidents of damage to the buildings at the 
Playing Field. On the first occasion a small store was 
broken into with the lock being forced, and the door 
frame badly damaged. This was immediately repaired 
by volunteers, who hoped that it was an isolated 
incident. Two days later however, the large store was 
broken into with damage to the door and lock; the 
outside toilet lock was smashed, a shutter to the 
changing room was damaged and the door to the main 
building was damaged by efforts to break in. Despite 
there being no obvious thefts from the buildings, the 
fact that they were left open could have led to other 
problems, since tools and materials for the 
maintenance of the field were then available to 
youngsters who might have come upon them and 
injured themselves. 

As a result and in line with our insurance, die Police 
were called to the scene and a criminal damage report 
was completed. The Neighbourhood Watch co
ordinator has also been informed. The Police have 
said that they vnll pay occasional visits and have 
suggested that we keep a close eye on the field at 
varying times. 

We would also ask Wlagers to report any signs of 
fiulher suspicious activity to the Village Hall & 
Playing Field Committee. Anyone foimd to be 
causing this damage wiU be prosecuted. 

Too much voluntary effort and money is put into the 
maintenance of the Hall and Pl^ong Field, by the 
Committee and others, for them to be jeopardised in 
this way. 

Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field Committee 

Alan Smith - 810143 

Jean Whitfield Memorial Walk 
for the Plymouth and District Leukemia Fund 
Leukemia is a cancer of the blood that attacks young 
and old aUke. Money is needed both for research and 
tteatment facilities. This year's Brentor village walk is 
the 20th and we have raised nearly £20,000 over the 
years through these enjoyable events. 

Please help by walking with us or by sponsoring some
body who wil l be walking. Every peimy raised will be 
passed on to the Plymouth and District Leukemia Fund 
for use at Derriford Hospital. 

B y popular request we are again using the South 
Brentor, Langstone, BumviUe and Moorland footpaths. 
I f you cannot find a sponsor, don't worry, just come 
along for the walk and enjoy the countryside, the 
spring flowers, the companionship and the fresh air. 

The walk starts at die Village Hall 11.00am Satiirday 
21st May. A Sponsorship Form is enclosed with the 
Brentor News. 

Mike Whitfield - 810209 

Court and Social 
Apart from the very sad news about Betty Gilbert, 
there have been no other items sent in concerning 
arrivals, departures, celebrations, etc. 

Please get in touch with your news so that we may 
include it in future editions. Contact Sarah Martin -
810726 or email sarah@brentor.force9.co.uk 

The Brentor Inn 
There is widespread interest in any developments at 
The Brentor Inn and considerable disappointment 
that we still have no local pub. Having talked to one 
of the owners within the last month, I had hoped to 
include a short piece on progress, plans for re
opening etc, but have failed to make ftirther contact 
with them in time for this edition. 

Will try again for May. 
John Wheeler 



The Brentorians 
... want to say a very sincere thank you to both young 
and not-so-young "guests" who came to Baskerville 
Hall in March to help Sherlock Holmes and Dr 
Watson solve the Baskerville family murder mystery. 

This month sees the Brentorians back in action, 
casting and rehearsing for their next production - see 
below! 

"A Midsummer Night's Dream' 

23 - 25 June 2005 
The Station House, Brentor 

We have had an excellent auditioning evening in 
March with many of the parts successfixUy taken. 
Thespians needed: four men to play "hard handed 
men of Athens" one male to play Oberon .... 
two to play Thesius and Ageus .... And are there any 
more children who would like to try for the parts of 
Puck or the fairies? 

Alvin Diaz - 810468 

"Wagstaffe the Wmd-up Boy" 

Kneehigh Theatre at The Nicholls HaD Lydford 
Wed. 6 AprU at 7.30pm 

Wagstaffe is bad So bad that his parents run away 
from home andjoin the circus. Wagstaffe slobs about 
until the day he meets the articulated lorry. Then his 
world changes for ever 

Kneehigh's latest show is naughty, bizarre and very 
fiiimy. Suitable for all. 

Tickets: Fred StUI - 820479 

"The Hound of the Baskervilles' 

THERE could hardly have been a 
more atmospheric setting for the 
Brentorians latest production - an 
adaptation of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle's Hound of the Baskervilles -
than Brentor Village Hall. And a 
rising wind outside on the final 
night echoed the eerie sound effects employed within to 
create a tangible sense of the forbidding moor in which 
the murder mystery is set. 

The entire drama takes place in the drawing room of 
Baskerville Hall, painstakingly recreated in the style of 
the 1920s. Staged along the length of the village hall, 
the closeness of the audience to the action lent both a 
sense of intimacy and increased drama as the thriller 
unwound. 

Adapted by Tim Kelly, the play opens with the arrival 
of the famous detective Sherlock Holmes and his loyal 
assistant, Dr Watson, to investigate the grizzly murder 
of the late owner of Baskerville Hall, who appears to 
have been mauled by a massive beast while out on the 
moor. As the plot unfolds. Holmes, played to perfection 
by John Wheeler, unmasks the deceit and motives of 
each of the suspects until cunningly trapping his quarry 
in the dramatic final scene. 

All the actors gave excellent performances. Dour but 
loyal butler Barrymore was played with great presence 
and force by Ivan Churcher, while Kim Landers gave a 
strong performance as the proud Mrs Barrymore 
compromised by the secret of her escaped convict 
brother. Anne Clark played the concerned Lady Agatha 
Mortimer with great style, with Sue Rhodes as Laura 
Lyons and welcome new recruit Neil Richards as the 
young heir to Baskerville Hall, Sir Henry. Robin 
Burdf ield's warm and comforting presence as Dr Watson 
set off well the austere Holmes whose ruthless logic and 
deduction were deliberately pushed to the edge of 
parody, much to the appreciation of the audience. Jo 
Birbeck gave a convincing performance as the dizzy and 
terrified maid Perkins, and Sarah Martin was first rate 
as the scheming Kathy Stapleton who together with her 
eccentric brother Jack, played by Paul Webster, plots 
to unleash the murderous hound upon Sir Henry and 
claim Baskerville Hall. 

All in all it was a very slick production with strong 
direction from Judy Baxter and Jenny Beavon, using 
talented players with a very professional set, costume 
design and special effects. While disciplined direction 
ensured a good pace and suspense, there was also a hint 
of humour and irony and the references to the moor and 
Its "wild or eccentric" characters drew appreciative 
laughter from the audience. 

Looking forward to their next production...! 

Nicky Hormer 



Small Ads 
The BRENTOR NEWS welcomes the submission of small ads for publication from those in and around the village, 
provided that there are not too many in any issue (editorial decision!). I f the ad is commercial in nature, eg 
computer lessons, building services etc, then the cost is £5 per entry. Otherwise there is no charge. So that antique 
just discovered in the attic, your old bike or those new kittens can be advertised here for free and will be seen by 
several hundred of yoiu" neighboiu-s. What an offer! 

Arts Workshops for Easter 
Workshop Under the Sky 

is running art workshops in 
Mihon Abbot school grounds. 
4tb&5thApra 9ani-5pni 

Ages 8-80 
Join us in our yurt* to try 
- Print making 
-Felt making 
-Mask making 
- Painting and drawing 

We'll be exploring the grounds for our inspiration. 
Price £22 per day 
To book ring Jennie Hale 860287 
or send payment to her at: 
Longham Pottery, Coryton, Devon, EX20 4AA. 
Cheques payable to "Workshop Under the Sky" 

[*yurt..?? a Mongolian nomadic tent. But you knew that.] 

"At Home' 
Computer Tuition for Mature Beginners. Windows, 
Word, Excel, internet, e-mail etc. 
Anne Malleson - 860304 

Chest of Drawers 
Six-drawer, wood finish, white laminate drawer 
fronts. About 5ft. tall. FREE to anyone who will col
lect. 
Paul Webster - 810004 

Fruit Bushes - Free 
Three years old: 
1 x Redcurrent 
1 x Blackcurrent (Sen More) 
2 X Blueberries (Blue Crop & Bluetfa) 
Some two-year old raspberry canes (Autumn Bliss) 
Uz Wheeler - 810083 

Diary D a t e s 
April 
Mon 4**1 etc. - 2.00pm Unfinished Business Anne Clark 810035 
Men 4*fi etc. - 8.00pm. Book Group, Lower Town Fmhs. Sarah Martin 810726 
Wed 6th. 7.30pm Kneehigh Theatre, Nicholls Hall Lydford Fred Still 820479 
Tue-Thur12-14th Parish Questionnaire Collection Robin Burdfield 810412 
Wed 13th-7.30pm VHPFCAGM Tim Beavon 810564 
Sun 17th-from 2.00pm Open Garden at Ravenstor Janet Albrighton 860445 
Mon 18th-7.30pm Annual Pahsh Meeting Pat Blower 810600 
Tue 19th etc. -7.30pm Yoga Jane Osborne 832897 
Thurs 21st-7.30pm Garden Club - 'Garden House Histor/ Lisa Churcher 810473 
Wed 27th - 7.30pm Brentor Commons first AGM Mike Whitfield 810209 
May 
Mon 9th - 7.30pm Tamwed Launch, Methodist Hall, Tavistock Os Osborne 832897 
Sat 21st-11.00am Jean Whitfield Memorial Walk Mike Whitfield 810209 
June 
Thu-Sat 23 - 25th Midsummer Nights Dream - Station House Alvin Diaz 810468 

All events at the Village Hail unless stated otherwise 

FINAL COPY DATE 
for the May edition 
S u n d a y 24th Apri l 

e-mail: R.BIower@btinternet.cGm 


