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Good News for Bmntor 
Towards the end of November the Village Hall and 
Playing Field Conmiittee received some good 
news. Roy Budge, late of Wortha Farm, 
bequeathed a legacy of £10,000 to be used towards 
the upkeep or restoration of the village hall. 

The committee will be considering how to make 
best use of this generous gift over the coming 
months but has already decided to continue with the 
usual level of fundraising activity so as not to take 
anything away from Roy Budge's legacy. 

Christmas Village Morning 
On Saturday Dec 11th a very successful Village 
Morning raised £190 for the hall. 

We had stalls for weaving, jewellery, Spanish olive 
oil, preserves and pottery, books and CDs as well as 
a mini-exhibition of paintings and a display of 
Unfinished Business. There was mulled wine, 
mince pies, coffee and tea. Kim held a Story 
Comer for the younger children and Lisa & Anne 
organised a Bran Tub 

Thanks to everyone who helped - kitchen staff, 
stall-holders, Alvin for supplying mince pies and to 
Barry and PJ for some beautiful guitar music. 
And thanks to the people of Brentor for arriving in 
force and participating to the full! 

A coffee morning with a difference - perhaps we 
can build on this for next year 

New Year 's Day 

it is, then it's gone -
present, turns to memories 
- a future begins... 

Haiku Poem by Peter S . Quinn 

BRENTOR 
NEWS 

Your Project - Our Support 
Do you have, an idea for making your local 
community better or schemes to help to 
overcome rural or social isolation? Do you need 
support to turn ideas into reality ortake existing 
projects further? 

Communities in Action offers free advice and 
help to those in West Devon who are seeking to 
improve and develop their own communities. 
There are many stages that have to be 
completed to get from great idea to successful 
outcome: canvassing local support, planning 
meetings, writing budgets and so on. Pulling the 
whole thing together and driving it forward can 
be a real, though rewarding challenge. 

Communities in Action can offer support and 
guidance where and when it is needed. It could 
be help with writing a project plan, ideas on 
sources of funding or simply help with form 
filling. 

For further information contact 
Clare Williamson-Gary, projects manager. 
0845 345 5077 clare@westden.co.uk 

Parish Questionnaire 
The Brentor Parish Council has confirmed its 
support for an initiative to carry out a questiormaire 
of all adults in the parish. This will take place 
sometime in 2005, when questiormaires will be 
delivered to all households. The steering 
committee undertaking this task, invite any 
individual or representative of any local group, 
who washes to submit a subject for inclusion in the 
questionnaire, to an open meeting at the Brentor 
Village Hall on Tuesday Wth January 2005 at 7:30 
p.m. 

The parish questiormaire, which will address a 
wide range of issues of local interest and concern, 
is not cormected in any way with the Housing 
Needs Survey scheduled for Brentor 



Brentor 
Garden 
Club 

Please ronember lunch at the Dartmoor Inn 12 noon 
for 12.30pm Wednesday 19di January 2005! 

Following a seasonal glass of mulled wine, the 
Financial Report for 2004 and the AGM were very 
quickly despatched at the December meeting. Kate 
Kelly, Liz Cox, Barbara Bird and Liz Wheeler all 
stood down from the Committee and in their places 
we all welcomed Sally Curtis, Ann Clarke, Lisa 
Churcher and Mike Malleson, who join Lin Bristow, 
Kim Landers, Janet Albrighton and Sue Stephens. 
Sue has kindly agreed to stay for another year as 
Treasurer and Janet stepped in as acting-Chairman. 

Barry Albrighton then took us on a dehghtfiil musi
cal journey starting with a gentle early EngUsh trio, 
then to Ireland, Italy and Spain ending with 
Flamenco and classical Spanish pieces. 

Then Mon's Singers from Mary Tavy, whose num
bers include several Garden Club Members, enter
tained us. They started with a spirited rendition of 
"their song" The World is Nothing Without Music, 
and then followed with favourite songs and carols. 

A raffle, refreshments and chat followed roimding 
off a very pleasant evening. 

A big thank you to Barry and to Mon's Singers for 
giving then- time so generously . 

Liz Wheeler 

YOGA 
Brentor Yoga classes resume in the village hall on 
Tuesday l l lh January at 7.30-9.00pm. The class 
win be led by a fiilly quahfied yoga teacher, Jane 
Osborne, and welcomes both new and past mem
bers. The w(Mk is non COTipetitive and will include 
achievable posture work and breathing, meditation 
and relaxation practices. 

I f you would like more details telephone Jane on 
832897. Alternatively turn up at the first session 
with a non slip mat, blanket and empty'ish' stomach 
(and cheque book!). 

Parish Council News 
2 members of the Brentor Village Hall and Playing Field 
Comnuttee were present at the meeting 5th December, 
to present information regarding their request for con
tinued support from the Parish. It was subsequenfly 
decided to support the Village Hall and Playing Field 
with £600 for 2005. 

A Parish precept was proposed (2005/6) of £3250. 

The council lacihtation of a Parish questionnaire was 
discussed, to be fiirthered in consultation with interest
ed parties. 

Mrs C Marsh, County Councillor was in attendance, 
amongst other issues she expressed concern over lack of 
NHS dental services, cost of support for road mainte
nance, school transport and the role of Parish plans. 

It was reported that 2 new salt bms had been located in 
the Village alongside the road. 

Date of next meeting: Mond^ 7th February 7.30pm. 

HOiWIE-START -
WEST DEVON 
Home-Start is a voluntary 
organisation offering sup
port, friendship and practi
cal help to ftmihes with at 

least one child under 5. Being a parent is a demanding 
and important role, it isn't always easy and sometimes 
the demands can seem overwhelming, particularly when 
combined with practical difficulties, emotional stresses 
or illness. 

FamiUes with several under fives, twins, a child with 
demanding behaviour, a baby not sleeping, feeling 
lonely or depressed or new to the area, those with illness 
or disabdity to cope with; whatever the reason, knowing 
someone is there for you can make aU the difference. 
Even i f you have family and fiiends, they cannot always 
offer the support and breathing space when it's most 
needed. 

Volunteers can offer a hst^ung ear, a helping hand and 
a litfle 'time out' for parents. They can share froubles and 
good times. Volunteers come from all backgrounds and 
ages but all are parents or have parenting experience. 
Training is given (a. course is starting in the Autumn). 
Support and expenses are provided. I f you have a few 
hours a week, understand the stresses and strains of a 
young family and are interested in helping then contact 
Juhe to find out more, 01837 53441 



Wine Choice 
Friday 21^* January 
Village Hall 

An evening on wines and wine-tasting, 
based around individual presentations from: 

-Bronwen Ramsay 

- Sarah Martin 

- John Evans 

- Rick Blower 

who will be talking about - and inviting you to taste 
- wines which have some particular personal 
interest or appeal and in some cases which are 
perhaps slightly unusual. All of the wines, white, 
red and sparkling, are easily obtainable from 
local sources - well, most anyway 

As before, we shall have a brief look at tasting 
techniques and have every opportunity for 
comparison and discussion! 

Numbers will be limited so book eariy. 

Tickets £5.00 from: 

Robin Burdfield -810412 
John Wheeler - 810083 

Village Hall Fees for 2005 
Hall fees have been revised and are now as follows: 

Parishioners single session £10.00 
Parishioners (5 or more sessions 
booked togedier) £ 8.00 

Non-parishioners £12.50 
Social party - parishioners £15.00 
Social party-non-parishioners £20.00 

New charges effective from 1st January 2005 

Bookings Liz Wheeler 810083 

Keyholders 
TimBeavon ' 810564 
Charlie Elder 810153 
Dave Williams 810375 
Alan Smith 810143 
Sue & Eric Rhodes 810403 
Mick & Peggy Biggs 810247 

Parish Housing-Needs Survey 
A Parish Housing Needs Survey is to be carried out in 
Brentor 

In the New Year, West Devon Borough Council wiU be 
carrying out a Parish Housing Needs Survey in 
Brentor Parish. Once all the excitement and business 
of Christmas is over, please look out for the sxuvey in 
the New Year and find a few minutes to fill out the 
form. 

It is a priority of West Devon Borough Council to 
work to meet the need for affordable housing, 
particularly for local people, in the West Devon area. 
On a rolling programme, four Parishes are surveyed 
every year and the results of these surveys help to 
inform this work. 

The Council will be working with WestDEN to deliver 
the survey to every property in the Parish during 
January and February. It is intended to set up a local 
collection point for their return - or you can send 
them back to the Council's oflBces in a pre-paid 
envelope. The deadline for retum will be the end of 
March. 

It is really important that as many forms as possible 
are returned to get as accurate a picture as possible of 
the current housing need ia Brentor Please help by 
finding a small amount of time in the New Year to 
complete the form as fiilly as you can. 

Generous donations to the Brentor 
News 
We have recently received a number of most wel
come donations towards the cost of producing the 
Brentor News. 

Doug & Debs Littlejohn and Nick & Julie Tucker 
have each funded an issue of the Brentor News, 
and these issues will appear in 2005. In addition, 
the Rector and Betty Gilbert have each donated 
£10 towards the cost of our Christmas edition. 

The editors would like to say thank you for these 
generous contributions and for the messages of 
support that accompanied them. 

Rick Blower, John Wheeler and Mike Whitfield. 

Missing! 
Wanted for the village archive, copies of the 

Brentor News for July and September 1996 -

issues 201 & 203. If you have either or both, 

please contact Mil<e Whitfield - 810209 



THE BRENTORIANS 
The forthcoming production will be "The Hound of the Baskervllles", an adapta
tion of the famous story by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 

Ten actors, five female and five male, bring this gripping tale alive in our village 
hall. Come and be amazed and thrilled by this enthusiastic and talented amateur 
dramatic cast as they transport you to the world of Sherlock Holmes and Watson 
solving the mystery of the ghoulish hound! 

Performance dates are 17th, 18th and 19th March - just before Easter. 
More information about tickets etc in next month's Brentor News. 

Jenny Beavon 

A Pica for Props 
The play takes place in the sitting room of a West Country manor house ih the 1930s. We are 
looking for some props of the period that we can borrow such as: 

butterfly net 
old-fashioned flashlight 
mantle clock 
desk blotter 
table lamp 
bell push or rope 

2 sets long velvet curtains 
chandelier 
small hall table/desk 
potted palms/aspidistras 
pictures/paintings 
mat for in front of fireplace 

small tables/stands 
candlesticks 
screens 
standard lamps 
fire surround 

We will take good care of your items, please contact us if you can help. 
Many thanks 

Colin Dawes 811079 
Pat Blower 810600 

' Men 3rd January 2.00pm 
Mon 3rd January 8.00pm 

: Wed 5th January 7.30pm 
! Tues 11th January 7.30pm 
i Wed 19th January 12.30pm 
] Wed 19th January 7.30pm 
; Friday 21st January 8.00pm 
; Tuesday 25th January 7.30pm 
\y 7th February 7.30pm 

Diary Dates 

Unfinished Business 
Book Group, Lower Town Fmhs. 
Brentorians 
Yoga 
Garden Club Lunch, Dartmoor Inn 
VHPFC Committee 
Wine Choice 
Parish Questionnaire 
Parish Council Meeting 

Sara Martin 810726 
Judy/Jenny 810375 
Jane Osbourne 832897 
Janet Albrighton 860445 
Dave Williams 810375 
John Wheeler 810083 
Robin Burdfield 810412 

All events at the Village Hall unless stated otherwise 

FINAL COPY DATE 
for the next edition 

Monday 24th January 
e-mail: R.Blower@btinternet.com 


