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Thank You Brentor! 
...for the wonderful leaving party. 

Thanks to PJ for the music, to Angela and 
Kate for that amazing cake, to all who 
decorated and got the hall ready - and those 
who did the clearing and washing up, to 
everyone who brought the delicious food and 
their good wishes to send us on our way, and 
of course to Sally for organising and 
delegating as only Sally can! 

We love and shall miss you all, but hope you 
will drop in on us from time to time at The 
Vicarage in Abbotskerswell. With love and 
every blessing. 

Gill and Fred. 

Gill's farewell and Institution. 
"Thank you" for your gifts and help at the 
Farewell Service and Lunch held in Lydford 
on January 29*. 

Gill has asked that, as part of her leaving 
present, she be given a photograph album. 
This will contain photographs of yourselves, 
church and village events that have happened 
over the years that Gill and Fred have been 
here, and other things that are special to the 
area. It has not been possible to have this 
completed by 29th January but please let your 
churchwardens or PCC officers have the 
photographs, so that we can put everything 
together. Please write on the back of the photo 
who it is and where it is or what it is. This 
information can then be entered in the album 
next to the photo. (This album is separate to 
the personal memory album already in 
circulation in Brentor) 

Donations towards Gill's farewell may be sent 
to Sue and Eric Rhodes at Station House or to 
the Rector in Mary Tavy. 

Gill's Institution at Abbotskerswell church 
will be on Monday 6'̂  March at 7.30 pm. The 
Churchwardens and I are of the opinion that 
some of you would like to go to it, and so we 
shall arrange for a coach to transport us. Full 
details later. 

Ian Sykes, Rector. 

Getting the Picture; 
Devon's travelling Digital Cinema. 

A Villages in Action project. 
A reminder that tickets are available for the 
screening of Anthony Asquith's 1929 "A 
Cottage on Dartmoor". This silent classic 
black and white film will be accompanied live 
on piano by Stephen Home. 

The film will be shown in the Village Hall in 
Friday lO"" February at 8.00 pm. 

Adults £5.50 and children £4.00 

Tickets available from Sarah Martin 
810726 and Rick Blower 810600. 

Brentorians 
A meeting was held in the Parish Hall on 
January 5th 2006 to adopt a constitution for 
the Brentorians. The Brentorians is the 
amateur drama group of Brentor and has been 
in existence for over forty years, albeit with 
spells of inactivity. Over the last five years, 
six productions have been staged and it was 



felt that such a level of activity justified a 
more formal organisation. 

With remarkably little over-acting or dramatic 
indulgence, the proposed constitution was 
accepted, with minor amendment, by the 15 
attendees. 

John Wheeler was elected Chairman, Paul 
Webster elected Treasurer and Robin 
Burdfield elected Secretary. 

It is believed that the Brentorians in the past 
had a record book of their activities, which 
may still exist in someone's loft or bookcase. 
I would be delighted to take custody of this 
piece of Brentorians memorabilia, and 
preserve it for posterity. 

The next production from the Brentorians is 
The Noble Spaniard by Somerset Maugham. 
This is a romantic comedy set around passion, 
love and misunderstanding and will be staged 
at the Village Hall on April 6th, 7th and 8th 
2006. The play is set in the 1920's and we 
need costumes and accessories of that era, 
especially a gentleman's silk dressing gown. 
We also require old sheets from people who 
don't want them back. I f you have ainything of 
this nature please contact me. 

Robm Burdfield-810412 

Church Services. 
As a result of Gill's departure, and as she will 
not be replaced it means that there will only 
be one clergy to cover the five churches 
within the Benefice. Inevitably that means for 
the immediate future there will be fewer 
services. 

For Christchurch in Brentor we will have a 
service on the second and fourth Sunday each 
month during February, March and April at 
the usual time of 9.45 am. On the first and 
third Sunday there will be a service at 
St.Petroc's at Lydford at 11.00 am. I f there is 
a fifth Sunday there will be a Benefice service 
at a location to be armounced. There may be 
changes made for May, June and July and 
these will be made known in due course. The 
Evening Prayer service at 6.30 pm at St. 
Michael's from Easter throughout the summer 

will be maintained. Easter services will be 
announced in the April Brentor News. 

Ian Sykes, Rector. 

Village Hall Update 
As reported in last month's Brentor News, the 
Village Hall and Playing Fields Committee 
(VHPFC) has agreed to begin planning and 
fundraising for a replacement village hall on 
the existing site. This follows the results of a 
survey of the condition of the existing hall 
timbers and feedback from a recent village 
questionnaire. 

The VHPFC committee met on Monday 
January 16 to discuss the way forward, and 
decided that the first course of action should 
be to arrange a number of fact-finding visits 
to other new-build village halls in the area. 
The committee has also drawn up a 
provisional shortlist of architects who have 
been involved in local community projects or 
been recommended by the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. These architects will be 
invited to a special committee meeting in 
March where they will have the opportunity 
to give details of their previous work and 
suitability for the proposed project. 

f^f tick's daĵ  

Bring-a-Plate 
& 

Bottle 
Supper 

8pm Friday 
17'*^ of March 

Brentor Village Hall 
Puddings & music 

provided 
£3.50 

Contact Dave 810375 



The recent Village Hall Questionnaire 
provided some feedback on facilities people 
would like to see in a new hall. As the scheme 
progresses, decisions on what to incorporate 
in a new build will help shape its overall 
design. Responses to the Questionnaire 
included calls for more storage space, stage 
facilities, a smaller meeting room or the 
ability to sub-divide the main hall, a 
cloakroom, a covered veranda or patio area, 
and a slightly larger hall for events (with 
suggested figures averaging out at roughly 
100 seated and 145 standing). Feedback on 
this issue is still welcomed and will be passed 
on to the committee. The committee is also 
particularly keen to hear from anyone in the 
village who has any expertise in 
planning/project issues and who is willing to 
become involved. 

In the meantime, the VHPFC committee is 
working to maintain the existing hall, 
organising regular ftmdraising events, and is 
currently applying for grants to carry out a 
number of repairs in the coming months. 

Contact: Charlie Elder 810153. 

Garden Club lunch 
On 19th January 28 members and friends 
gathered at the Garden House for the annual 
Brentor garden Club lunch. To begin with 
Matt Bishop, the Head Gardener, led us 
outside (thankfully the weather was fine!) to 
tell us about the collection of snowdrops he is 
establishing in the gardens : his knowledge 
and enthusiasm were inspiring. We then 
enjoyed an excellent 3-course lunch, after 
which many of us took advantage of the 
weather and wandered around the gardens. 
Although there were not many snowdrops out 
by then it was interesting to see the changes 
(not only seasonal) since our visit in July, and 
to hear from Matt his plans for the walled 
garden. 

Our thanks to Julie Beesley and her staff there 
for looking after us so well. 

AnneMalleson 860304 

Brentor Commons Association 
Those of you who pass that way will have 
noticed that our first season of bracken 
control on Bowden Down has been a great 
success. In fact we were picked out as an 
example of good practice by articles in the 
Smallholder, the Tavistock Times and the 
Western Morning News. It will be five years 
or so before the summer growth is minimised, 
but we hope that significant changes in the 
pasture and the wild flowers will be obvious 
in the next few years. 

A Special General Meeting of members was 
held in the Village Hall on December 12* to 
set out management plans for 2006. Al l the 
commoners were individually invited but 
unfortunately none were able to join us. 
Emphasis will be on bracken control and the 
gradual control of scrub invasion on Bowden 
Down. We also hope to clear the footpaths on 
the east side of the Down. We will keep a 
watching brief on Liddaton Down while we 
assess the different habitats and ensure that 
the new access on the east side is kept clear. 

We will be making an application for D E F R A 
ftanding during the year to enable us to begin 
to reclaim the lowland heath habitats on both 
Downs. 

I f you are interested in joining us in this 
satisfying work please contact me. 

Mike Whitfield 810209 

Allotment 

If anyone is interested in an allotment 
with no money changing hands - only 
vegetables, please contact 

Carol Cameron 810135. 



Diary Dates 

Monday 6* February 7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting 

Friday 10* February 'Cottage on Dartmoor' Film Sarah Martin 810726 
Rick Blower 810600 

Thursday 16th February 7.30 pm Companion Planting AnneMalleson 860304 

Monday 6* March 7.3 0 pm Gill Still's histitution at 
Abbotskerswell Church 

Eric Rhodes 810403 

Thursday 16th March 7.30 pm Birds in your Garden by Sue 
Sykes 

AnneMalleson 860304 

Friday 17* March 8.00pm St Patrick's Day celebration Dave Williams 810375 
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