
Brentor News 

QUIZ NIGHT 
Friday 20*'' January 
Spin at Village Hall 

A fun evening to raise funds for the hall. 
£6.00 for entry of a team of 4. 

Bring a bottle. 
Book early to avoid disappointment. 

Contact Terry Pearce 810648 

Brcntop Wine Night: 
Single- Grape Wines 

Friday 27th January, 8.00pm Village 
Hall 

January 2006 Issue 315 

Villages In Action 
A new development within the VIA programme 
has been the introduction of the screening of 
films. At our next event, which takes place in 
the village hall on the evening of February 10* 
2006, we will be showing Anthony Asquith's 
1928 classic 'A Cottage on Dartmoor*. 
The film is about an escaped Dartmoor 
prisoner who I can't reveal any more; 
you'll need to see the film! This print has 
recently been restored with great special 
effects. 

To create a 1920's atmosphere, the screening 
will be accompanied by Stephen Home, 
playing live on piano. Stephen is the National 
Film Theatre pianist. 
Tickets are available from Sarah Martin 
810726. Adults £5.50 and children £4.00. 

For our next wine event, we are pleased to 
announce that local expert Charles Steevenson 
will be presenting a number of his own wines 
from around the world, each made from from 
just one type of grape - Chardonnay, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, etc - and diplaying the characteritics 
of that grape. As usual, the evening will be in the 
form of a tutored tasting and there will be 
every opportunity to discuss, review and savour 
the impressions of these wines on the nose, the 
palette, the senses 
This promises to be a very interesting, 
informative and entertaining evening for all. 
Tickets £5.00 - advance bookings welcome. 

Brentorlans 

In response to a general feeling that the 
Brentorians would benefit from having at least a 
simple structure and constitution, a sub-group was 
established and asked to make a proposal. This 
has now been done and a draft constitution sent to 
everyone in the "brentorians" email group on my 
Mac. There will be a short meeting to discuss and 
hopefully accept these proposals before the next 
Brentorians rehearsal in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 
on Thursday 5* January. Nominations for the 
suggested positions of Chairman, Treasurer and 
Secretary are invited from members. 

Anyone who has not seen the draft constitution 
and would like to - please let me know. 

Robin Burdf ield - 810412 
John Wheeler - 810083 

John Wheeler - 810083 



Parish Questionnaire 2005 
continued 

The Parish Questionnaire, which ran diiring April 2005, 
gave respondents the opportunity to raise whatever 
issues and concerns they wished in a free format section. 
223 questionnaires were completed and over 110 
comments and observations were aired in the free format 
section. They range from the lengthy and considered to 
the short and to the point, ranging far and wide over 
local issues. They are instructive, sometimes amusijug 
and some even a little desperate. 

These responses have now been collated and have been 
sent to the Parish Council to do with as they wish. 
Should anyone in the Parish of Brentor want a copy then 
I can provide them with the Microsoft Word (2003) 
document, ft is 24 pages long and when printed will 
provide interesting reading over the evening cocoa. For 
those lucky enough to be without a computer either the 
Parish Council or a friend is your best port of call. Alas, 
given that printing ink now vies with gold and platinimi 
as the most expensive commodity on earth, I cannot 
commit to printing copies for people. 

The document contains the original questionnaire, the re
sults as published in the May 2005 edition of the Brentor 
News and of course the free format responses, collated 
under four headings. 

For your copy email robinburdfield@silsoft.fsnet.co.uk 

Robin Burdfield - 810412 

VILLAGE HALL QUESTIONNAIRE 
Thankyou to everyone who took the time to fill in 
their Village Hall Questionnaire. Unfortunately the 
overall response was low, however it did provide 
valuable feedback on the issues presented. A total 
of 36 forms were returned (a response rate of 
16%). The total in favour of replacing the hall was 
27, while 8 were against (one ticked neither). Of 
those in favour of replacing the hall 20 preferred 
the existing site while 12 favoured the Methodist 
Chapel. No one opted for other suggested sites as 
their sole first choice. Responses to the size of any 
replacement hall were split half and half, with 15 
saying the current size was sufficient and 15 
saying it should be bigger. 

Those who thought the hall should be bigger gave 
a variety of seating/standing figures which 
averaged out at a suggested size for seating of 
105 and for standing of approx 145. Respondents 
also put f onward a wide range of comments. 

These included calls for the existing hall to be 
retained and repaired, comments on the suitability 
of the Methdist Chapel as a community hall, and 
suggestions that a new hall should incorporate 
storage, stage facilities and provide a smaller 
meeting area. 

If anyone would like to view the full report put to the 
Village Hall and Playing Field Committee, which 
includes all the respondents' comments, please 
give me a call - Charlie Elder (810153). 

As outlined on the questionnaire form, the 
Committee had been working to keep open the 
option of taking over the vacant Methodist Chapel 
as a possible replacement village hall should there 
be sufficient village backing for the idea. 

The Chapel had been put up for sale by tender, 
with a deadline for bids in early-December, and the 
committee put fonward a conditional offer, based 
on anticipated grant support. It transpired that this 
offer fell well short of others for the property, and 
was therefore not acceptable to the vendors. 

The committee met on Tuesday December 20 to 
discuss the way fonward and agreed that given the 
questionnaire findings, the results of a survey of 
the condition of the existing hall timbers and the 
fact that the Methodist Chapel was no longer an 
option, it should begin planning and fundraising for 
a replacement village hall on the existing site. This 
is likely to be a lengthy and involved process. 

Anyone who would like to get involved and help 
would be more than welcome. Please come along 
to our next committee meeting on Monday January 
16 at 7.30pm. 



nd 

Farewell to Gill and Fred 
There will be at least two opportunities to say 
Thank You and Good-bye to Gill and Fred who 
lived in Brentor for seventeen years. 
The first of these occasions will be on Sunday 22 
January between 4.00pm and 6.00pm when Gill 
and Fred will be at Brentor Village Hall to join all 
of us for a farewell party. 
Tea and light refreshments will be served and Sally 
would be very grateful for any offers of help with 
the catering! Please let Sally know if you are able 
to come along. 

The second occasion will be in Lydford on Sunday 
29*̂  January 2006. That Sunday will be the day of 
Gill's last public engagements in West Devon! She 
will be conducting the service at St Petroc's 
Lydford at 10.30 - but after that there will be a 
buffet lunch at 12.00 noon in the Nicholls Hall, 
Lydford, to which EVERYBODY is invited and at 
which there will be plenty of opportunity to chat to 
Gill and Fred. Offers of food will be most welcome 
and should be made to Susan Sykes at the Rectory, 
Mary Tavy (810516) or to Sue Rhodes (810403). 
After the 29"̂  Gill will be on leave to get ready for 
her move in February. 

Gill will be taking her last service in Brentor at 
9.45 am on Sunday 22"'' January 2006 and it would 
be great to see as many friends as possible at this. 

Sally Pancheri 810285 

For Sale 

Fire basket and hood. Both handmade for 
inglenook fireplace. Good condition. 

Basket 20 x 14 inches. Hood dimension to 
suit. £50 

Maureen Higgs 810316 

Definitive Map Review: Brentor 
Parish 

Devon County Council has a statutory duty to 
keep the Definitive Map under continuous 
review. In Brentor Parish, there are currently 9 
footpaths and 3 bridleways: 
Ordinance Survey Explorer Map-112 

www, devon. gov, uk/prow 

This is now an opportunity (review process) to 
consider changes to the map. 
What you need to do now: 

• Gather evidence of use 

• Come forward with any suggested changes 
to rights of way network. 

• Locate any old parish maps and let me see 
them. 

• Any suggestions in by 1st March 2006. 

Caroline Pengelly, Public Rights of Way Officer 
Devon County Council, 01392 383026 
ca roline.pengelly@devon.gov.uk 

Brentor Garden Club - Annual 
Lunch 

This year's annual lunch will be at the 
Garden House on Thursday 19th 
January. We will arrive at 11.45 for 
12, and start with a talk by Matt Bishop. This will be 
followed by a 3-course meal, and then a chance to 
look round the gardens (not open to the public at 
this time of year), and enjoy the snowdrops. The 
cost is £16 (payable to Brentor Garden Club on the 
day). NON-MEMBERS ARE WELCOME. 

Please phone Mike Malleson on 01822 860304 for 
menu choices if you are interested. 



Brentor Parish Council News: Meeting of December 6* 2005 

A draft budget precept for 2006/07 was proposed to be set at £3,250. It was agreed to grant £600 to 
the Village Hall and Playing Field Committee to assist with village hall expenses. 

Methodist Cemetery. 
It was agreed that at the next parish council meeting, February 6* 2006, the proposal for the Brentor 
parish Council to take over the running of the cemetery; which is being relinquished by the 
Methodist Church; be discussed 

Diary Dates 

All of the above events will be held at Brentor Village Hall unless otherwise stated. 

Tuesdays : Yoga Classes 7.30pm, Jennifer Heyworth 810137 

Thursday January 5th: Brentorians; approval of constitution followed by rehearsal, 7.30pm 
John Wheeler 810083 

Monday January 16th: Village Hail and playing Field Committee Meeting, 7.30pm Charlie Elder 

810153 

Thursday January 19th: Garden Club annual lunch at the Garden House. Mike Malleson 860304 

Friday January 20th: Quiz Night 8.00pm. Terry Pearce 810648 

Sunday January 22nd: Farewell Party for Fred and Gill Still, 4.00pm to 6.00pm: Sally Pancheri 

810285 

Friday January 27th: Brentor Wine Night 8.00pm. Robin Burdfield 810412 

Sunday January 29th: Farewell Party for Fred and Gill Still at Nicholls Hall,Lydford. Sally Pancheri 

810285; Susan Sykes 810516; Sue Rhodes 810403 

Monday February 6th: Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 

Friday February 10th: Villages in Action, "A cottage on Dartmoor" 8.00pm Sarah Martin 810726 

F INAL COPY DATE for the next edition 
Monday 23pd January 

Copy to Mike Whitfield 810209 Mikewhit@btinternet.com 



Dear Friends 

On a sunny, cold and crystal clear afternoon in late November Fred and I walked over the moor and up to 
Widgery's Cross. The view as we looked back down to Lydford and over Blackdown to Brentor and beyond 
was stunningly beautiful. It's a walk we have done carrying infants, coaxing toddlers and reluctant 
adolescents as well as occasionally our ovm, but one which we had never extended. And so on that 
particular Sunday afternoon, it was for the first time ever that we ventured beyond the familiar path, left 
behind the familiar view, and carried on up to Great Links. 

On reflection it was highly symbolic. The next day I was to meet with the Archdeacon of Plymouth and the 
Reader and Churchwardens of Abbotskerswell to discuss my transfer from the Blackdown Benefice. 
Abbotskerswell is a parish of about 1600 on the outskirts of Newton Abbot. It's a lively village with a lively 
church. The village has a shop, post office and hairdresser, a well used village hall and Church House, two 
pubs, a primary school with around 100 children and a thriving pre-school. 
As Associate Minister I vsdll be working in the parish two days a week plus Sundays, as I have here, but 
with one church and one village instead of four, and with a journey of six miles instead of fifty to the 
hospice where I work for the rest of the week, I do feel it's an opportunity not to be missed That's not to 
say leaving is easy. 

Fred and I arrived in Lydford to take on the village shop in July 1978, "a young bohemian couple" as we 
were then described, with Emma at nearly three years old and David at just over three months. We had 
moved from the outskirts of London because we wanted our children to have what we believed to be the 
best start in life, a country childhood. 
The family grew, and grew, and grew! Paul was bom at home in Lydford - as far as I'm aware the last 
person to be bom actually in the village- John and Cassie followed when we lived in Brentor. For many 
years our lives seemed ftill of children - was full of children. During our seventeen years in Brentor we 
fostered Pauline, Michelle and Anthony (not all at the same time). And I was childminder to around fifty 
(not all at the same time either!) as well as leading the Sunday School, handbell group, Easter and 
Christmas workshops for the children of Lydford and Brentor, and being involved with the summer holiday 
club in Lydford. 

All this worked together with the influence and nurture of the church in Brentor imder Robert and Diana 
Ormsby's priestly and pastoral leadership and care, and helped me to recognise and respond to the call I'd 
had for many years - my vocation as Priest. 
The view looking back over the last 27 years is amazing, enriched and coloured by all of you, the people we 
have lived amongst and walked with. 

I want to say how deeply thankful I am for the ways in which your lives have touched ours, and made a dif
ference; in particular, for your friendship, help and guidance through the ups and dovras of parenthood; for 
encouraging and supporting me along the path to ordination and beyond; for the privilege of accompanying 
you at some of the most significant points in your lives - of sharing your joy at weddings and baptisms, and 
weeping silently with you beside a grave; for all that you have taught me about myself, about people and 
about God. All of this I shall never forget, but will take with me, as I take you, in my heart. 

May God bless and keep you and your loved ones; may His love enfold you and His peace fill your hearts as 
we walk on along our different paths. 

Gill and Fred Still 


