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Jean Whitfield Walk 
This Village Walk will be starting from the 
Village Hall at 11.00am on Saturday ZO'" May. 
Sponsor forms were distributed with the April 
Brentor News but further copies are still available 
from me. Please note that children should be 
accompanied by a designated adult. 
Come and join us and enjoy a walk in the 
beautiful spring countryside around Brentor. A l l 
proceeds go to the Plymouth & District 
Leukaemia Fund. 

Mike Whitfield 810209 
Brentor Garden Club - Plant Sale 
The Garden Club will be holding its bi-annual 
plant sale on Saturday 13* May starting at 2:00pm 
in the Village Hall. We rely on the support of the 
club members and village residents to provide 
plants for us. I f you find you need to thin out 
plants in your garden, or you have sown more 
seeds than you need then please pass them on to 
us. We can provide pots for you i f needed and 
you can either deliver them to the village hall 
from 10 am on the 13* or give me a ring and I can 
arrange for them to be collected. 
This year the Garden Club is supporting one of 
the children's classes in the Brentor Show - the 
Biggest Marrow. During the plant sale 
children can come along and plant a couple of 
marrow seeds to take home and grow. Pots, 
compost, seeds and care instructions will all be 
provided free of charge. 
Also at the sale, as well as being able to buy 
bargain price plants, we will have a raffle, 
refreshments and our very successful garden club 
sales table. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

Lisa Churcher 810473 

CURRY SUPPER 
A reminder that the 'Christian Aid' Curry Supper 
will be held on Friday May 5th at 7pm in the 
Village Hall. It is a good opportunity to chat with 
friends, neighbours and for anybody new to the 
Village, a pleasant social occasion to help you 
settle in. I hope you will be as generous as usual 

with offering to make a curry, cook rice or 
another accompaniment for everyone to share. 
Please give me a call i f you are able to help then 

we can be sure of a tasty selection. A donation of 
£4 per adult and £2 per child would be 
appreciated for the evening. All funds raised will 
be sent to 'Christian Aid' to assist in their work in 
areas of strife, famine or disaster around the 
world. 

Sue Rhodes 810403 

Thank you! 
I would just like to say thank you to everyone 
who donated Jumble or who came to support my 
Jumble Sale on 15th April in Brentor Village Hall. 
I very much appreciate everyone's efforts 
and would like to thank those who helped me to 
raise over £200 towards my Gap Year Project. 
Once again I would like to thank you all and I 
look forward to your further support in future 
fundraising events I may have. Any fiirther 
donations to help me reach my £3,950 target can 
be given online at www.iustgiving.com/scannell 
or for fiirther information about my project, you 
can email: zoe_scannell@hotmail.com. 

Thank you again for all your support 
Zoe Scannell 

Some Memories Of Clive Gunnell 
Anne and I heard the sad news recently that Clive 
Gunnell, the West Country Presenter had died 
over the weekend 4/5 February. He was 80 and 
died following a long illness. Those of us who 
have lived in Brentor for many years will 
remember Clive, he was quite a character, often 
seen on our television screens with his 
programmes for local television, always with his 
walking stick, his faithful dog and his pipe. 
His speciality was wandering around Devon and 
Cornwall, in and out of the pubs, talking to many 
colourful characters, the working people of the 
local countryside. Persuading them, sometimes 
reluctantly, to tell us a little of their lives and what 
they did. About other characters they knew, the 
farmers, fishermen, miners, quarrymen, farriers, 
harness makers, foresters, the blacksmith etc. The 



list goes on, Clive talked to them all, he was a 
good listener. 
When the Brentor Playing Field Management 
Committee organised and ran our first revived 
Brentor Sports Day event, way back in 1970 or 
1971, the late Russell Perkin, a farmer, formerly 
of Perry Ash Farm, South Brentor, offered to 
speak to Clive, who lived locally, asking him, 
along with his wife, to officially open the Sports 
Day and to crown our first Miss Brentor, Pamela 
Friend, of Bearslake Farm, Lydford, along with 
her attendants. 

This he agreed to do, with no fee. As soon as 
Clive and his wife had arrived in the Playing Field 
he asked me where we kept the beer. 
During the afternoon they both enjoyed 
themselves. Mrs Gunnell performed the crowning 
ceremony for our new queen and her attendants 
on Bi l l Tucker's farm trailer, suitably decorated, 
while Clive took part in most of the field events, 
including skittles and the Brentor Mile Road 
Running Race, starting from the field, along the 
top road to Bil l ' s farm buildings, down through 
the village and back into the field, won as 1 recall 
by Brian Bickell, though Brian may correct me on 
this. 
As Mary Tavy were a man short, Clive 
volunteered himself as their goalkeeper in the Six-
a-Side Football Knock Out Competition. He also 
took part in the Tug Of War event (the prize being 
as usual, a barrel of beer). To finish the day he 
took part in the Great Beer Drinking Relay Race, 
downing his pint in one as they all did. We all 
had a good day, with Clive living it up to the full. 
Many months later we met Clive in the village, 
coming out of I believe, Peggy Biggs' Post 
Office. We had a long chat and I asked him 
where was his old friend, his faithful dog. He told 
me she doesn't travel far now, due to her age. 
The years have gone by for us all, far to quickly, 
but we do miss you Clive, you gave pleasure to so 
many of us. Happily, memories linger on 

Dennis Young 

"Relaxing Moments" for Carers 
Are you caring for someone and wish that, for 
once, someone could care for you, even i f only for 
a moment, to give you a chance to relax? 
'The Red House' in Yelverton is arranging a 
'Relaxing Moments' day on Wednesday 24' May, 
giving carers the chance to make use of holistic 
therapies for relaxation, rest, and renewal of 
energy. 
The day is absolutely free to anyone caring for 
someone at home, whatever their circumstances. 
They are welcome to bring the person they look 
after who could also enjoy a treatment, or be 
looked after whilst the carer takes advantage of a 
moment of relaxation. 

There will be entertainments and refi-eshments 
throughout the day. There will be no forms to fill 
in and no questions asked concerning their 
individual circumstances. Call 01822 854376 to 
receive a personal invitation or write to 'The Red 
House', Clonway, Yelverton. PL20 6EF. 

Brentor Garden Club 
At our meeting in April we welcomed Brian 
Wonnacott, who talked about Vegetable Growing. 
Brian began by telling us about his early years, 
helping his Grandfather in the garden, and then 
about his first garden when he was married. We 
were entertained by his tales of entering and later 
judging in village shows. From a black sack 
under the table Brian produced a very large onion 
followed by a huge parsnip that drew gasps from 
those present in the audience. Brian gave us a 
tray of his onion seedlings (sown on Boxing Day) 
for our raffle and some beans from his stock that 
he assured us grow runner beans an arm's length 
long! We hope that members will have gone 
home inspired and enter their homegrown 
vegetables in the Brentor Show. 
Once again our sales table did a roaring trade and 
tea and biscuits rounded off the evening amid 
lively discussion. 
Our next meeting will be on Hanging Baskets by 
Maureen Higgs on Thursday 18* May. 

Lisa Churcher 810473 

Brentor Playing Field & Playground 
Having announced the arrival of the new picnic 
table last month, we now have to report that it has 
had to be temporarily removed. We had hoped 
that a secure base would not be necessary, given 
the "green" nature of the playground, and the low 
level of vandalism in the area, but we have now 
had to rethink our position. 
Having survived unscathed for its first month, we 
were disappointed recently to find that, not only 
had the table been dragged out of the playground, 
but that it had been dumped in the middle of the 
cricket square, causing minor damage to the 
playing surface. Consequently the table has been 
removed to a safe place whilst we arrange for a 
secure fixing to be provided. 

Murder Mystery on Dartmoor!!! 
Friday May 19th at Brentor Village Hall at 
7.30pm for an 8 o'clock start- £3 per person 
payable at the door.. 
An evening of goulish revelations by Police 
Historian, Simon Dell. This promises to be an 
interesting talk with photos and a slide show. 
There will also be a Raffle & Tea/coffee Please 
support this Village Hall fund-raising event. 

Any enquiries to Sheryl 810922 



This type of minor vandalism may appear a "jolly 
jape" to some, but demonstrates a lack of respect 
for the efforts of those who raised the money to 
buy the table, and a total disregard for the 
additional costs and effort involved in providing 
for its secure replacement. It continues the pattern 
of broken signs, damage to the willow tunnel, 
breakage of roof slates on the cricket building etc. 
that has plagued the field over the past year. 
On a brighter note, the better weather has allowed 
for grass mowing to recommence, and for a start 
to be made on repainting the cricket buildings. It 
is important that the West Devon Cricket Club, 
many of whose members live in the village, are 
able to carry out a full season of games, since the 
rent that they pay goes a long way to meeting the 
costs involved in maintaining a valuable village 
amenity. 

Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field Committee 

A Forest Full of Bugs! 
Lydford Forest 19th - 24th June 2006 

Glyn Bradbury of the Forestry Commission and 
Jennie Hale of Workshop under the Sky are 
organising a 6 day event to coincide with National 
Insect Week. Workshops for schools and 
community groups (including Lydford Primary 
School) will mix art and science in an exciting 
way to make insects interesting and memorable. 
As a finale to the week will be holding a 
P U B L I C OPEN DAY on Saturday 24* June 
which is F R E E if yoii would like to attend. 
The invertebrate life of Lydford Forest is diverse 
and plentiful ranging from moths and butterflies 
to beetles, bugs and bush crickets and an endless 
array of pond and puddle creatures. Wonder at 
their elaborate shapes and colours, see the 
creatures of the night and explore their watery 
world. There will be plenty of opportunities to get 
'close to nature' and see insects that you have 
probably never seen before. 
Bring a picnic and enjoy this family day out! 
ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 
Butterfly Walks Moth Trapping 
Painting and drdwing Make a bug T-Shirt 
Dragon fly making Pond dipping 

The event will be signpostedfrom the Lydford war 
memorial. There will be parking marshals and a 
minibus down into the forest if needed. 

Glyn Bradbury 01409 221692 

glyn.bradbury@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

STOWFORD H I L L 
GARDENERS 

Garden maintenance 
Mowing, weeding, 

clipping, pruning etc. 

Tel: 01822 860304 

'At Home' 
Computer Tuition for 
Mature (Beginners. 

'Windows, Word, E^c^/^ 
internet, e-maiCetc. 

JUnne MaCkson 
TeC: 01822 860304 

Rogation Sunday 
Lydford Church is having a open air Service (in a 
bam if it rains) at Hall Farm on 21st. May at 
1 lam. After the service at noon approx. there will 
be a buffet lunch. We would like to invite the 
villagers of Brentor to come along. Rogation is 
particularly for farmers, a blessing for the crops, 
but is a ver>' happy occasion for all so do come 
and join us. 

Westden 'Community Chest' Grants 
Grants of between £1 and £300 are available for 

community projects needing 'seed' funding, 
through the Westden 

'Communities in Action Project'. 
- for projects -

For a grant application pack or for information: 
phone 0845 345 5077 or 

email clare(a),westden.co.uk 

Can you help look after our horse? 
We are moving into Down Park Cottage, but it 
will be a while before we are there permanently. 
Our horse is currently at livery, but we want to 
move her to our fields, i f possible. Can you help 
look after her, either in our fields or somewhere in 
the village, i f you can offer local livery when we 
are not here? 
Happy to discuss payments and, i f you are able, 
you can ride her. She is not a novice ride and we 
ride western - great fun and easy to learn if you 
give it time so give us a call 
Joe and Liz - 07956593301 



In case you do not know. Hall Farm is on the right 
just over the second old railway bridge beyond the 
Mucky Duck. 

Lisa Churcher 810473 

A vacancy on the Parish Council 
Due to the resignation of Robert Cummings, there 
is a casual vacancy for a Parish Councillor. For 
further information and/or to express interest, 
please contact the Brentor Parish Clerk, 

Brian Bird 01566 783112. 

Village Hall Bookings 
For anyone wanting to make bookings between 
the dates of Fri 24th March and Friday 5th May, 
please contact 

Joan or Alan Smith 810143 

The Annual Parish Meeting 
Monday 8'̂  May, 7.30pm 

Al l parishioners are invited to attend the annual meeting to hear about the work of the Parish Council during 
the past 12 months. You are also invited to propose issues that you feel the Parish should consider in the 
next 12 months. There will be short presentations by representatives of parish groups and clubs, updating us 
on their activities. Complimentary tea and cakes will be served. We look forward to seeing a packed hall. I f 
you would like a slot to update us about your group, please contact the Clerk - Brian Bird 01566 783112. 

Friday May 5th 7:00pm 
Monday S"" May 7:30pm 
Wednesday 10* May 8:00pm 
Saturday H"" May 2:00pm 
Thursday 18* May 7:30pm 
Friday May 19"'8:00pm 
Saturday 20* May 11:00am 

Sunday 21st. May 1 lam 
Wednesday 24* May 

Saturday 10th June 
Saturday 24* June 

DIARYDATES 
(in Village Hall unless otherwise stated) 

'Christian Aid' Curry Supper 
The Annual Parish Meeting 

Brentor Commons Association A G M 
Brentor Garden Club - Plant Sale 

'Hanging Baskets' by Maureen Higgs 
Murder Mystery on Dartmoor!!! 
Jean Whitfield Memorial Walk 

Plymouth & District Leukaemia Fund 
Rogation Sunday at Hal! Farm Lydford 

"Relaxing Moments" for Carers 
The Red House, Yelverton 

Strawberry Tea Garden Party 
A Forest Full of Bugsl! 

Lyfdord Forest 

Sue Rhodes 810403 
Brian Bird 01566 783112 
Mike Whitfield 810209 
Lisa Churcher 810473 
Lisa Churcher 810473 
Sheryl 810922 
Mike Whitfield 810209 

Lisa Churcher 810473 
01822 854376 

Lisa Churcher 810473 
Glyn Bradbury 01409 
221692 

FINAL COPY DATE for next edition 
Wednesday May 24 

To John Wheeler 810 083 
i ohnw@brentor.net 



Looking back - and forwards. 
A message from the Rector 

It was in 1964 that I entered Theological College in Bristol to train for the Christian ministry 
in the Church. Previous to that, for two years, I had been engaged in serious pre- college 
studies and the leading of worship in local churches in Huddersfield, my home town, as well 
has having a full-time job. After completing my four year training, I held pastorates in two 
Baptist Churches, in Desborough, Northamptonshire, and then in Botley, Oxford, a total of 
16 years. In 1984, having been accepted by the Bishop of Oxford to be received into the 
Anglican Priesthood, I spent a "re-tred" year at Cuddesdon College, Oxford, was ordained 
deacon and served for two years in Headington, Oxford. This was a church with 300 on the 
Electoral Role, and for the second year I had the responsibility for it on my own, the vicar 
having been moved elsewhere. After Oxford, I moved to just outside Salisbury in Wikshire, 
where we lived and worked for 10 years, before coming here in 1997. 

Why this biographical writing ? 

After a long series of conversations, initially with Bp. John Garton and more so with the 
Archdeacon, I have resolved, with the Archdeacon's support, and also with the Bishop of 
Exeter's approval, to move to part-time ministry in the spring of 2007. It has been agreed that 
I , and Susan, will move into the Rectory in Lydford, and I will take responsibility for the 
parishes of Lydford and Brentor, giving up my responsibilities for Peter Tavy and Mary 
Tavy. I will be operating on what is basically a House for Duty system, two days or so per 
week plus Sunday. I will be doing this for a minimum period of two years. 

Such are the beisic outlines; there are important details to be worked out, and these can only 
be done if people know of my plans for the future, and that is why I have made it known in 
this way. 

The Churchwardens and other F C C officers know of this through their meeting with the 
Archdeacon, when this and other matters were discussed between them. 

Whilst it can be seen that I am plarming to go into semi-retirement, I would like it also to be 
seen that in reducing my work responsibilities, it will enable me to concentrate on the work 
in the two parishes I will have care of. 

Of course, questions will be asked about what will happen to Mary Tavy and Peter Tavy in 
the shorter term, and Lydford and Brentor in the longer, and rightly so. Throughout the 
diocese, a restructuring of parishes and stipendiary clergy is going on, under the heading of 
Moving On in Mission and Ministry. I wrote about this in my report to the parishes Annual 
Meetings, copies of which are still in the churches. Without being too definite, it is possible 
that our benefice churches will be linked up with other parishes or benefices, or we may stay 
as we are. We can only explore such things if you know what is going to happen in the future 
(my fiiture), and thus plan for yours. That is why I am giving you this information so far in 
advance of when things will happen. It gives us a time scale to work to, without extra 
pressure being exerted. It enables both yourselves and myself to be open to each other, and 
so discuss and think about things together. 

Ian Sykes 
April 2006 


