
An Open Evening on Open Spaces 
The Brentor Commons Association invites you to 
an Open Evening in the Village Hall on 
Wednesday 22cnd November at 8.00 pm. There 
will be no charge! 

Wine, soft drinks and refreshments will be 
followed at 8.15 pm by the following sequence of 
short illustrated talks on Bowden and Liddaton 
Downs. 

Colin Turner - What is common land? 

Belinda Wheeler - why do we wish to restore the 
Downs? - the value of Lowland Heath 

Theo Hopkins - How do we intend to restore the 
Downs? - Managing Lowland Heath 

Mike Whitfield - Anecdotes on the history of 
Bowden Down & Liddaton Down 

Colin Turner - Round up and questions 
After the talks there will be further opportunity to 
enjoy the refreshments and to find out more about 
the work of the Brentor Commons Association. 
We hope that many of you will be able to accept 
this invitation - and that the evening may 
encourage you to join us in our work on these 
beautiful pieces of land which are now owned in 
trust for the parish through the Official Custodia; 
for charities. Mike Whitfield 810 209 

Hon Secretary 
Brentor Commons Association 

Brentor Playground maintenance 
session 
The time has come to carry out essentia! pre-winter 
tidying up in the Playground. Consequently the 
Village Hall & Playing Field Committee have 
organised a maintenance session for Sunday 19th 
November, between 10.00 and I2.00hrs. 
At this time we shall be cutting the hedges, 
strimming the grass mounds, pruning/tying in this 
year's growth on the willow tunnel, repairing tree 
stakes etc... It is also necessary to thoroughly rake 
the chippings under the skyway and skysaw. 
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To help us carry out this work, at what is a much used 
facility, we would like to invite volunteers to join us for 
an energetic morning's toil. Hedge trimmers, strimmers, 
rakes, loppers, secateurs, stepladders etc.. will also be 
most welcome. 
I f you can spare a couple of hours please contact: 

Alan Smith 810143. 
Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field Committee 

The Rector's Future - an update 
Things are now a little clearer. I shall go part-time at 
Easter 2007 taking responsibility for the parishes of 
Brentor and Lydford. My working contract as a House 
for Duty priest will be for the equivalent of 2 days per 
week including Sunday. 2 days can be interpreted as 6 
sessions per week, where a morning can be a session, 
afternoon a session and evening a session. The leading of 
Sunday morning worship is one of the six sessions. 
We shall move into The Rectory at Lydford when it has 
both become vacant and any work that needs to be done 
will have been done. The two parts, my part time and 
our move may not happen at the same time. The 
move may happen after Easter. 
The other happening is the appointment of the Revd. 
'Michael Brierley as Vicar of Tavistock. It is likely that 
he will take up his duties in January. When I go part-
time, then the strong likelihood is that the parishes of 

Dog Days & Lion Nights! 
Billed as 'a breath-taking journey through Africa', this 
Villages in Action event will be presented by Ben 
Osborne a world-class photographer and film-maker with 
the B B C ' s TIanet Earth Team'. 

Ben's show features high drama, animals in the wild and 
a lot of funny moments with amazing images 
accompanied by specially composed music 

Mary Tavy Coronation Hall 

7.30pm Saturday 4"" November. 

Adult £6, OAO £4.50, Child £3, Family £15. 

Tickets from Mary Tavy Post Office and -

Ged Tucker 810454 



Mar>' Tavy and Peter Tavy will come under the 
pastoral responsibility of the Vicar of Tavistock. 
Incidentally, I had resolved that 1 would not give 
up my responsibilities for Peter Tavy and Mary 
Tavy until someone had been appointed to 
Tavistock, I would not leave these two parishes 
"bereft". Until Easter I remain Rector of the four 
parishes in my care. 

Rev Ian Sykes, Rector 

Nature Watch 
I'm hoping to compile a list of wildlife seen in 
Brentor - for no other reason than just a general 
interest in what's out there. This wil l include 
anything and everything, from insects to birds to 
mammals. I'm thinking that the list could be 
published in a future issue of the Brentor News, 
and constantly updated as new sightings are 
recorded. I f there is enough interest it might even 
spawn group meetings with speakers. 

We have a range of habitats, from open moor to 
woodlands, on our doorstep attracting all manner 
of wildlife, from barn owls and buzzards to 
butterflies and badgers. Did you see visiting 
clouded yellow butterflies this summer? 
Hummingbird hawk moths? Waxwings last 
winter? Have migratory fieldfares and redwings 
put in an appearance yet? Common species 
welcomed - or have you spotted something out of 
the ordinary over recent years worth recording? 
(Please no big cat sightings!). 

Reliable wildlife records please either by email to 
eldercn@aol.com, or by dropping a note into our 
outside letterbox at Fairview, Brentor (opposite the 
village hall). Thanks. 

Charlie Elder 810153 

Chicken Feed 
Do you keep hens? Would they like some variety 
in their diet? We can give them quantities of 
surplus (not mouldy) bread, i f you can collect it. 
Just ring Elizabeth or Alan on 810 606. 

The Brentor Inn 
Julie Venning closed the Brentor Inn. Sometime 
later, the entire contents, including all fittings and 
ancillary equipment were auctioned off The 
premises were then sold, I presume as a private 
dwelling house. 
Surely we need to be more concerned with re
establishing the Village Post Office, which closed 
a few years ago, but is still needed by the "local" 
community. While we are at it, we should also be 
offering encouragement to do the same for our 
local shop and butchers. 
These are far more important to local people than 
somewhere to wine and dine. 

Dennis Young 810620 

Brentor Village Show 
Despite the truly dreadful weather on the day we feel the 
Brentor Village Show on 2cnd September was a great 
success. The residents of Brentor, and many others 
besides, came out in force and made all the hard work 
worthwhile. 
Al l the expenses have been paid and a donation will be 
made to the Village Hall & Playing Field Committee to 
provide some more efficient kettles and a water heater to 
speed up the teas etc for future social events. 
The Show Group has also contributed a cheque for £30 
towards the costs of those producing the Brentor News. 

Sue Stephens 
We are very grateful to receive the generous 
donation from the Brentor Village Show Group 
towards the cost of the Brentor News. Thank you to the 
organising team for your welcome contribution .. .and for an 
excellent show. MikeWhitfieW 

Quiz 
Night 
Village Hall 8.00 pm Friday 8'^ December 

£6.00 for a table of 4 

Bring a bottle to drown your sorrows! 

Proceeds to the Village Hall 
1 will be away for the week before the Quiz Night, 

so please book early. 

Dave Williams 810 375 

Brentor Parish Council Report 
Brentor Methodist Cemetery 
Following the decision by the Tavistock Methodist 
Circuit to close the Brentor Methodist Cemetery, the 
Brentor Parish Council has decided to purchase the 
cemetery for the sum of one pound, to be run as a Parish 
Cemetery. 

A decision will be taken as to the future of the cemetery 
at the next PC meeting on December 4th. 

DNPA L D F Core Strategy: Preferred Options 

A response has been sent to the DNPA (Dartmoor 
National Park Authority) concerning the L D F (Local 
Development Framework) document highlighting the 
results of the 2005 Brentor Parish Questionnaire. 

New Parish Noticeboard 

The Council is to obtain a quote for another noticeboard 
to match that already outside the Village Hall. This will 
enable all Parish Council agendas and minutes to be 
appropriately displayed. The minutes and agendas are 



currently displayed in the Village Hall noticeboard 
if you would like further details of meetings etc. 

Please note: Next meeting of the Parish Council is 
4''' December 2006. Please feel free to attend, and 
if you wish to speak on a matter, 7.30-7.45 has 
been timetabled for this purpose. 

Pat Blower 810 600 

Brentor Parish Council 

^ Bees and >̂ L̂ 
Beekeeping 

It was confirmed to us last Thursday evening (19th 
October] that there actually is another Universe 
and it is inhabited by Bees! We had the most 
fascinating talk given by Charlie Elder on all 
aspects of Beekeeping, accompanied by slides as 
illustration. Charlie first became interested in his 
subject at school, and in recent years took a course 
at Duchy College. 

The secret of success with Bees is to buy your 
initial colony from a reputable breeder and get to 
know them well. Don't just leave them at the 
bottom of the garden to get on with it. 

Stone Age cave paintings depict beekeeping and 
there are references in the Bible, more recently it 
became a serious hobby in rural communities. The 
Victorians created the beehives we see dotted 
about today. 

A typical colony will have about 60.000 Bees and 
they will overwinter by clustering together for 
warmth and will manage to maintain a temperature 
of the required 32 degrees. They do need feeding 
either with honey left by the more caring keepers 
or by a substitute of white sugar and water syrup. 

A hive will consist of a Queen. Drones and 
workers - 90% of the hive are worker bees. The 
Queen is longer and more slender than the other 
bees. She will lay about 2.000 eggs a day and will 
Hve for about 3 years...I'll leave you to do the 
maths. She is fed by the worker bees and her 
temperament dictates the 'mood' of the hive. It is 
very important to have a placid Queen. 

Drones do no work whatsoever, they sit around 
eating and drinking...the hive is always better 
tempered for their male presence. Drones do not 
have a sting. 

Workers are exactly as their name suggests, the 
backbone of the hive. They do all the foraging for 
nectar and pollen, all the housework and rearing of 
the young. 

The hive itself must be waterproof with a tiny 
entrance to avoid marauding mice and other 

predators. The position is very important - facing a hedge 
at the bottom of the garden, in a sunny and sheltered spot 
is ideal. Two hives are better than one. 

Initiating a hive can be expensive, several pieces of 
equipment are required...the traditional white suit with 
hat, a Smoker to calm the bees down before 
handling...gloves, soft handbrush. and some clean linen 
from the airing cupboard! 

Swarming is probably one of the biggest worries of a 
Beekeeper and Charlie told us of a special 40th birthday 
gift he had from his colony. They swarmed the morning 
after his birthday party in the village hall, he found 
himself wandering around the village asking the 
inhabitants i f they had seen his bees. They were 
discovered in his garden hedge a huge globe of about 
30.000 bees. To recover them he shook them into a large 
upturned cardboard box, placed the box on the ground in 
front of the entrance to the hive. He then placed a white 
sheet from the airing cupboard as a pathway from the box 
to the hive and the bees did the rest. The slides of this 
exercise were just fascinating. 

Rona Baker. 

Thank you... 
...to all who donated, sorted and sold the jumble before 

and during the Jumble Sale at the beginning of October, 
all your efforts are much appreciated. We raised £130 for 
the hall funds. Special thanks go to the Ray Jones's for 
their help in disposing of the left overs, as always quite a 
big job, they just disappeared it! Thanks again to 
everyone. 

Sheryl and Kate. 

Village Design Statement 
Anyone who is concerned about the possible effect on 
Brentor of the Dartmoor National Park Core Strategy 
Development Plan (see Robin Burdfield's note in 
October) should look on the web at: 
http://www.countryside.gov.uk/LAR/Landscape/CC/land 
scape/village/introduction.asp. 

http://www.devonrcc.org.uk/page/village_design_statem 
ent.php. 

Alan Ray-Jones 810 606 

Tamar Valley Railway Talk 
We had a good turn out (the rain held off!) and I'm sure 
everyone learnt something. John Snell gave an interesting 
talk about the railways and his experience of working on 
them for such a long time. How life has changed. 
We made £91 towards the Village Hall Funds. Thank 
you for the support. 
The next talk will be on 23rd Feb. given by Tom Greeves 
on the Maiy Tavy Mines. 

Sheryl 810922 



Advertising in the Brentor News 
We charge £5 for each insertion of an advert for commercial purposes (for sale, paid services etc) in the 
Brentor News. The income earned is an essential contribution to our monthly printing cost (currently 
£31.50). Al l other inputs are provided without charge by volunteers. 

Unfortunately, some payments are still not being received, in October for example we published six 
adverts but 1 have only received payment for one. Probably advertisers are uncertain about the method of 
payment. 

Please check the adverts you have placed, look through your chequebook stubs and clear any 
outstanding payments according to the new payment procedure described below. 

Mike Whitfield 810 209 

Placing an advert in the Brentor News 

1. A charge of £5 is made for each insertion of an advert for commercial purposes (for sale, paid 
services etc) - cheques payable to "Brentor Community Centre" 

2. A l l adverts should be delivered together with appropriate payment to the B C C Treasurer: 
Mike Whitfield 
Park House Tel: 810 209 
PL19 0NF e-mail: mikewhit@btinternet.com 

3. The Treasurer will then pass the advert copy to the editor for the month. 

4. Adverts will only be published i f appropriate payment has been received and outstanding payments 
cleared. 

We hope that this procedure is clear and workable. 
Please help us to continue providing you with this useful service. 

Saturday 4* November 7.30pm 

Sunday 19"̂  November 10:00 to 12:00 

Wednesday 22cnd November 8:00pm 

Tuesday 4"̂  December 7:30pm 

Friday 8* December 8.00pm 

Diary Dates 
Dog Days & Lion Nights 

Mary Tavy Coronation Hall 
Brentor Playground maintenance 

Open Evening on Open Spaces 
Parish Council Meeting 

Quiz Night 

Ged Tucker 810454 

Alan Smith 810143 

Mike Whitfield 810209 

Pat Blower 810600 

Dave Williams 810375 

At Brentor Village Hail unless stated otherwise 

FINAL C O P Y D A T E for next edition 

Monday 25th November 

To John Wheeler 810083 


