
CHICKS 'New Nest' 
Grand Opening of Moorland Retreat Saturday 23rd 

September 2006. 
As most of you will be aware C H I C K S - Country Holidays 

for Inner City Kids moved into Bonnaford in January, and we 
have since been busy working to get the place up to scratch 
ready for the first influx of children next year. 

For those of you who don't know, C H I C K S provides 
free respite breaks for disadvantaged children from across 
the UK, children who could have felt the effects of poverty, 
abuse, neglect, or could be carers for ill relatives. 

Saturday 23rd September 2006 will be our grand opening, 
with tours of Bonnaford, and a taster of what children get to 
experience on a C H I C K S break, e.g. pony rides, football, 
circus skills, disco and more. 

Hopefully you have all by now received your invitations 
to the opening. I f you are interested in coming along to help 
us celebrate the next phase of C H I C K S at our new centre, 
please call Nicola, (Event and Community Fundraiser) on 
811020. 

Italian Night - 7.30pm Friday 29th of September 
Come and join us at the Village Hall. Bring a bottle of 

your favourite Italian wine & a plate of your favourite Italian 
food. Adults £3.00, Children £2.00. So we can plan for 
numbers, contact: Dave 810375 

All proceeds to support your Village Hall 

Unfinished Business 
Each week, we will be returning to the village hall on 

Mondays (after the August holidays) for you to share your 
crafts and skills with us....a warm welcome is awaiting you 
with tea, biscuits and lively chat 2.00p.m. until 5.00p.m. 
Cost £1 per person per p.m. Anne Clarke 810035 
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Villages in Action: The Neil Maya Quartet 
The forthcoming Villages in Action event will take place on 

September 23rd in the Village Hall at 8.00pm. 
The Neil Maya Quartet plays an accessible and eclectic 

mix of high quality contemporary jazz in a variety of styles. 
Their sets include their own versions of standards by Mingus, 
Monk, Chick Corea and Cole Porter and are rapidly gaining a 
reputation for excellence across the South West and beyond. 
This promises to be an evening of high quality music. 

The hall will be set out cabaret style with tables, so bring a 
bottle if you wish. Ticket prices are Adults £5.50 and children 
£4.00. This event is suitable for all over the age of 12. 

Tickets from: Rick Blower - 810600 

Brentor Inn - Your Views Needed 
Are you disappointed that our local pub is still not open? 

Do you think that the The Brentor Inn could once again play 
an important role in our community? We believe there is 
a need for the village to speak - so please sign the petition 
which will be available at the Village Show. 

Harvest Festival 
There will be a non-communion family service to celebrate 

harvest at Christchurch at 9.45am, and at St.Michaels at 6.30pm 
on Sunday 10th September. Al l are welcome including 
visitors. 

Harvest Supper 
Monday 11th September 6.30pm 

The annual harvest supper and auction of produce will 
be held in the Village Hall. We plan a supper of various 
casseroles and puddings; offers of help for these would be 
much appreciated. 

This is a traditional community occasion, a time to get 
together with friends and neighbours, to be thankful for the 
harvest and to enjoy a social time. Of course the chance to 
outbid your neighbour for a giant cabbage or cucumber too. 
Money raised from the auction will be donated to a charity 
of majority choice.A donation of £4.00 per adult and an 
appropriate amount for your child would be appreciated to 
cover the food costs for the evening. 

So please don't forget to put this in your diary! 
Sue & Eric Rhodes 810403 

Harvest Festival Workshop. 
A reminder that Sally and Helen will be baking bread 

and organising a craft activity to celebrate Harvest time on 
Thursday 7th September between 4-6pm in the Village Hall. 
Designed for young people up to 14 years. Please make sure 
you have booked a place with Sally or Helen so that we have 
enough ingredients for everyone! 

Sally Pancheri 810285, Helen Harris 810845 

Brentor Village Show 
Village Hall Saturday 2nd September 2.00pm 

Chi ldren's Fancy D r e s s Parade 
Q u i d d i t c h 

F a c e painting 
H a i r Bra id ing 

Cogs & W h e e l s D a n c e r s 
Comedy Photos 

Have-a-go C r a f t T e n t 
S p l a t t h e R a t 

Book S t a l l 
Garden Club S a l e s 

T a b l e 
Auct ion of Produce 
... plus much morel 



Brentor Garden Club 
On a lovely sunny afternoon in early August Anne 

and Mike Malleson and Sarah and Will Walker-Smith 
opened their gardens to the scrutiny of fellow Garden Club 
members. Both gardens are very much under development 
and are being reclaimed from wilderness or semi wilderness, 
so there will be plenty more progress to be made. 

Mike and Anne are terracing their steep south facing 
slope to grow fruit and veg. Sarah and Will are part way 
through a project using hard landscaping of walls and steps 
to deal with their north and west facing slopes. 

As with all good garden visit*, the afternoon ended with 
excellent tea and cakes which raised £21 for club funds. 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be Planting for Winter Colour on 

September 21 st. 

Sally and Sue's Summer Camp 
We left our house at 2.35pm and went into a field where 

other campers were putting up their tents. In no time at all 
we had put up our tent and we then put up a second tent for 
us which was brand new! 

The first activity was a ball throwing game to learn other 
people's names. Then we had a drink and some cake from the 
head chef Sue! 

After that the children, there were 14 of us, did an 
apple bobbing competition and 1 won ( i f I may add that) a 
mini jenga game to share with my brother Matt. Next we 
all played some parachute games and then went inside the 
polytunnel and played a game called beetle only this was a 
version where we had to draw a pirate. The next assignment 
we got was to go to Sally's woods and find items such as 
flowers, acorns and leaves. We found everything except a 
heartstongue fern but finally we found it and came in second 
and won a pack of cards. 

After that, the cook. Sue, cooked up a scrumptious meal 
of pasta with tomato sauce. A short while later we went for 
a walk in the pitch black and 1 found a toad on the floor and 
picked him up. When we returned back the campfire was 
roaring. We all sat down and sang all sorts of songs and 
listened to poems. Then we toasted marshmallows on the 
fire, drank hot chocolate, ate flapjack and we all went to bed 
exhausted! - Tom Green Age 10 

1 have just arrived back from Sally & Sue's Summer 
Camp. 1 especially enjoyed the water game in the morning 
because it was fun getting wet! 1 also enjoyed the game 
of rounders because it was funny watching all the adults 
competing. Thanks you Sally and Chris for organising the 
camp, 1 had a wonderful time. Also thank you to Sue Rhodes 
who was in charge of the camp kitchen and made sure we all 
ate well. - Shannen Edwards Age 12 

Jumble Sale 
In the village hall on October 7th at 2.30pm. Good 

quality jumble (sorry to be picky, but we have BIG problems 
disposing of junk at the tip nowadays). Can be left at the hall 
between 7.30 - 8.30pm on Friday 6th October or from 10.30-
11.30am on the day. Helpers very welcome, please contact 

Kate 810287 or Sheryl 810922 

Cricket at Brentor 
West Devon Cricket Club is coming to the end of their 

second season of playing at Brentor Playing Fields. It is 
a beautiful venue to play cricket and local members have 
received many compliments of how good the pitch is looking, 
which is very gratifying. 

Effort this year has been put into gradually replacing 
the mowers that the Club inherited. The mower has really 
struggled in recent weeks and will not make another season. 
At the beginning of the summer, with the assistance of a grant 
from West Devon Borough Council, the club purchased a 
general purpose mower to keep the square and nets area cut. 

At present we are waiting, with fingers crossed, for the 
outcome of a much bigger application to Biffawards. This is 
for a specialist fine cut mower for the cricket square to give 
a league standard finish. This is important for us and also if 
we are to continue to rent the pitch to other clubs next year. 
The Club is grateful for the letters of support it received from 
local residents, parents, the Playing Fields and Parish Rooms 
Committee, PCC and the sports officer at West Devon Borough 
Council. 

Will Walker-Smith 

Brentor Archive Open Day 
There will be an Open Day for the Archive in the Hall on 

Sat. 30th Sept: 11:00 am to 5:00 pm with light refreshments. 
We will be showing material from the archive through 

interactive computer slide shows and displays of photographs, 
maps and other material. There will be three related themes: 

Families: Family groups & histories, houses and schools. 
Community: Church/Chapel, Community Groups, 
celebrations and sports. 
Economy: Transport, communications, agriculture, shops 
& properties. 

There will also be a display providing access to the 
archive, which will enable you to find out what background 
information we have about any image that interests you. If you 
have photographs, plans, maps, deeds or family histories please 
bring them along and we can copy them into the Archive. 

This will be an interesting and enjoyable exhibition with 
plenty to see and ample opportunities to discuss. When we last 
held an Open Day some folk stayed talking all day! 

Mike Whitfield 810209 

Yoga 
^ We have been very fortunate to have Jane 
M step into the breech on more than one occasion 

| ^ H | and 1 am, as she knows, very grateful to her for 
J^Ky^ her dedication and energy. 

W ^ H ^ F Classes begin again on Tuesday 26th 
September in the Village Hall at 7.30pm Do 

come along and support your village class - we need a 
minimum of ten to make it viable. 'Regulars' please spread the 
word, bring a friend - think of the gift you are giving them! 

For anyone who has wondered what yoga is exactly, it's a 
discipline bringing the mind, body and breath into harmony, 
helping you to relax mentally and physically and feel just 
great. I f you have doubts about your fitness or ability, please 
call me and we can discuss this - or indeed any other questions. 
1 look forward to seeing you there. 

Jennifer Heyworth 810137 

Interesting talk by John Snell on The Tamar Railways. 
Village Hall. Friday 13th October..... Sheryl 810922 



John Allen 
Villagers will be saddened to hear of the death of John 

Allen who used to live at Redfems in the village. He was 
a blacksmith by trade and craft and he practiced it in the 
village. I f you have an iron basket in your house or a 
weather vane on your roof, or other examples of wrought 
iron work around your property, then there is a likelihood 
that John made it. So even if you did not know him - he 
and his wife (who died some time ago) left Brentor several 
years ago - you still have evidence of his presence and his 
craftmanship. 

Ian Sykes - Rector 

John Allen - our Village Blacksmith 
Sadly, we heard last week that John Allen had passed 

away in Derriford Hospital, on 14 August. With his death 
Brentor has lost another of its stalwarts. The trades people 
who made a community, now all gone. John, our black
smith, who had lost his wife Tops' not so long ago, was 
a character, a friend to all who knew him. Anne and I 
came to know John and Tops when he set up his Smithy 
at Redferns, in the village, following his retirement from 
the RAF reserve, the Auxiliary Air Force, in 1973. He 
had been based in Hong Kong, where he was a helicop
ter pilot, on occasion flying the Governor of Hong Kong 
around on oflFicial business. 

John, like me. was an engineer. He served his appren
ticeship in Devonport Dockyard. Engineering was in his 
blood. He was I gather, at one time a prison oflTicer, but for 
some years Hong Kong was his home. He told me some 
years ago he was going back shortly for a gathering of old 
comrades and that while there, was going to bring back 
another supply of hand-tools from China. John respected 
their ability to make good quality tools. 

Johns ability to carry out any type of work was leg
endary. No job was too small and nothing beyond his 
willingness to 'have a go'. Just outside the Smithy, with 
the forge glowing, always gently simmering away, he had 
a blackboard announcing to all passers by, some of his 
services. A few of the headings were: Machinery repairs, 
Decorative Scroll Ironwork, Gates, Screens, etc.. Garden 
Flower- Troughs, made from inside-out scrap lorry tyres, 
Chimney-Cowls, Copper Fire Hoods (some wonderful 
designs), Weathervanes, to any design, to order (John had 
a tremendous range of full size patterns from which to 
choose), repairs to all Gardening Tools plus sharpening, 
repairs to all Stoves, including Raebum servicing, sharp
ening Scissors and Shears, Bicycle repairs. Car repairs 
including panel beating. Cutting people's hair ( I gather he 
also cut his own hair), making all sorts of tools. Pokers, 
Coal Shovels etc. There were many more items on that 
blackboard. 

John also hired out his walk-in car pit. Doug Hayes, 
who died earlier this year had his car over the pit for days 
while he worked on the underside. John only charged 50 
pence a day, Mick Biggs has told me he had helped John 
in digging the Pit. 

During the many years my son Stephen and 1 looked 
after the church clock we relied on John a lot. One 
windy, cold, winter day we were all up aloft among the 
overhead mechanism, freeing some of the large cable- pul
leys. Another time, John made some parts for the take-off 
mechanism which workmen working in the tower had 
trodden on, and broken them. Some time later, Dianne 

Ormsby handed me a steel ball the size of a tennis ball 
she had found on the floor of the tower. It was a broken 
clapper-head from the big bell up aloft. Again, John lugged 
his equipment into the tower, climbed up the ladder and 
welded it in place. Al l these jobs for no charge. 

John always had a range of goodies for sale hanging up 
outside. I still have a large, heavy jack-knife he sold me for 
a pound. Anybody needing a length of steel bar or rod or 
maybe a few nuts and bolts usually walked away carrying 
what they had come in for. The village seat opposite the 
entrance to Jenny"s Field was made by John, as was the 
replacement alms box in Christ Church, the previous one 
having been smashed by thieves. He made up the barbeque 
bases for our Ascension Day events up on the Tor, out of 
old 40 gallon oil drums cut lengthwise in two. He arranged 
and let off the fireworks we bought for special events up 
there. One year we couldn't see much, John was one side 
of the smoky bonfire, we were on the other, with the wind 
blowing our way. 

Being in engineering all my life I was always mak
ing things and going round to the smithy to have the bits 
welded or brazed. Some of my ideas, or what I wanted, 
did not meet with Johns full approval. He would look at 
me solemnly over his glasses and say 'you sure this is what 
you want?', or" you sure this will work?'. Then cheerfully 
carrying out the work. Once he welded up for me a small 
multi-tubed boiler I had made in which I intended to create 
nearly red-hot steam, at high pressure , in order to power 
a flash-steam engine I was making for model hydroplane 
boat racing. He looked over his glasses and said ' you 
will kill yourself i f that blows to bits, but if that is what 
you want'. Needless to say it didn't blow up and I am still 
around. 

We will miss John, you were always there when we 
wanted anything done or something made, or when we 
were just on the scrounge. How he put up with me and my 
quirky ideas and what 1 wanted done we will never know. 

A fine epitaph for John would be the poem: 
The Village Blacksmith by Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow. 
Dennis and Anne Young 

BRENTORIANS 
Brentor's own amateur drama group will 7 

meet on Thursday September 28th at 7:30 pm at /^^^A 
the Village Hall for what promises to be a lively 
meeting. Top of the bill will be an exchange of fB^M ''-
ideas as to what future events and productions >.'.jB^L 
the Brentorians will put on to equal or indeed 
possibly surpass the very successful 'Noble 
Spaniard' of April this year. 

The Brentorians are enthusiastic, talented and fi^iendly, and 
would warmly welcome new recruits. A single production of 
ten actors would probably require the involvement of over 
twenty-five people in a variety of capacities. So please all 
come along, hear the various ideas for 2006/2007, give your 
views and enjoy. For those who have not been involved before, 
all you have to do is turn up, say you wish to be part of a 
production and you will be. 

Refreshments will be available to wash down the dry and 
brief business of the A G M . This will precede the wide ranging 
discussions about which drama we should treat our fellow 
villagers to during the forthcoming year. 

Robin Burdfield-810412 



I'At Home 
Computer Tuition for Mature 

JBeginners. Windows, Word, Excel, 
internet, e-mail etc. 

Anne Malleson - 860304 

FOR SALE 
G tech cordless e lectr ic cylinder mower 

Bought 12 months ago for £130. 
Doesn't cope well with the uneven ground created 

by the chickens hence f o r sale at £90 -
Beavons - 810564 

FOP Sale 
Two seater sofa with two matching chairs 
All in dark blue leather with chrome trims 

Good condition and exceptional build quality. 
Suited to modern studio or waiting room. 

View and o f f e r s to John or Colin at 
The Old School on 811079 

Come to the Open Studio Exhibition on Saturday 
2nd to Sunday 10th September, 10.00am - 5.00pm 

at the Lamerton Church Room. 
A r t i s t s I r e n e Ward , Anita Townsend and 

Felicitc Darwell - 820252 

September 
The west winds are calling 
And what do they bring 
Mist on the moor, 
The heather, the ling. 

There are fruits in the hedgerows, 
Harvested grain. 
Berried elder, plump sloes 
And soft falling rain. 

•Neath a bright harvest moon 
Hear the ghosts of scythes. Listen! 
Swish, swash, swish 
Swaying in rhythm. 

Sheaves stooked, tired man; 
The dawn comes too soon. 
The crops to be gathered 
Praise the Lord! 

another harvest moon! 

Swifts, swallows and martins; 
Birds on the wing, 
Tho' southern climes are calling 
They'll return in the spring! 

Nature's paints working. 
Coloured leaves falling, 
Starry nights, orange sunsets. 
Red sky in the morning.... 

Winter is calling 
A Brentor Poet 

Devon CC - Public Right of Way, Definitive Map Review - Brentor 
Devon CC are in the process of carrying out a review of all public rights of way, that is footpaths, bridleways and byways 

open to all traffic, which lie in the Parish of Brentor. I f you have any knowledge of any inaccuracies regarding the recorded 
status of such Public Rights of Way, Devon CC would like to hear from you. To date three routes have been claimed as Rights 
of Way with no recorded status. They are:-

• Church Path between Shell Park and Lowermead, Lowertown Lane 
• Footpath No. 4 at South Brentor 
• Asheltor Lane between Higher Woodpark and Bowden Down 

To make any comments on the above or any other Public Rights of Way you will require an appropriate 'Evidence Form'. I 
have some forms for the above three claims, but you can also contact:- Caroline Pengelly, Devon County Council 01392 383026 
-Caroline.pengelly@devon.gov.uk - Dave Williams 810375 - on behalf of Brentor Parish Council 

Diary Dates - All events at the Village Hall unless stated otherwise 

Mondays 2.00pm Unfinished Business Anne Clark 810035 
Tuesdays 7.30pm Yoga Jennifer Heyworth 810137 
September 
Sat 2nd 2.00pm Brentor Village Show Lisa Churcher 810473 
" " -Sun 10 10.00-5.00pm Open Studion Exhibition, Lameton Felicity Darwell 820252 
Thu 7*h 4.00pm Harvest Workshop Sally Pancheri 
Sun 10 9.45am Harvest Festival, Christchurch Eric Rhodes 810403 
II II 6.30pm Harvest Festival, St Michael's " 
Mon lltfi 6.30pm Harvest Supper II 

Mon IS^I^ 7.30pm VHPFC Meeting Tim Beavon 810564 
Thu 21 St 7.30pm Garden Club: 'Planting for Winter Colour' Lisa Churcher 810473 
Sat 23''d - CHICKS Open Day, Moorland Retreat Nicola 811020 
" " 8.00pm VIA - Neil Maya Jazz Quartet Rick Blower 810600 
Mon 25*̂ 1 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Pat Blower 810600 
Thu 28* '̂ 7.30pm Brentorians AGM Robin Burdfield 810412 
Fri 29th 7.30pm Italian Evening Dave Williams 810375 
Sat 30*h 11.00am Village Archive Open Day Mike Whitfield 810209 
October 
Sat 7th 2.30pm Jumble Sale Kate Kelly 810287 
Fri 13th 7.30pm Talk on Railways Sheryl Burroughs 810922 

FINAL COPY DATE - for the October edition 
Friday 22nd September - to R ick Blower e-mail: R Blower@btinternet.com 


