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Mary Tavy and Brentor Primary School 
 

After a very hot and busy summer term, pupils and staff are looking forward to the holiday and hoping the          
sunshine stays for just a little longer. 
 
Year 6 joined Lew Trenchard CE Primary’s Year 6 for a 
residential at Heatree Activity Centre.  They enjoyed 
a range of different activities across the week        
including problem solving challenges in the woods; 
kayaking on the lakes; hiking on the moors; swinging 
through the trees and crawling through the mud.  
Our children were a credit to themselves and their 
school, showing kindness and support to their team 
mates and meeting each challenge with a positive, 
‘can do’ attitude.  They were also complimented on 
their politeness and good manners by the centre’s 
staff.  It was a pleasure to take them and something 
I’m sure they will remember for a long time.      
 
The year has ended on high point, with Years 2 to 6 putting on a smash hit performance of Mystery at Magpie 
Manor.  For those of you who were able to see the play, I am sure you will agree that the children were              
spectacular, with Blot and Scribble shining as a comedy duo and everyone showing their Charleston swivel.   

 
The proceeds from the donations given will be used 
for a special art day to commemorate Remembrance 
Day 2018 and the centenary of the end of World War 
One. 
 
Staff will be back to school on Monday 3rd September 
and pupils return on Wednesday 5th September.  In 
the meantime, we hope everyone has a restful and  
rejuvenating summer holiday. 
    
        
  Mrs Barbara Earnshaw, Headteacher 

SUMMER HOLIDAY FAMILY SERVICE 

Sunday 5th August, 5-6pm  

 

St Michael’s, Brentor 

Theme: rest and relaxation!  

   Hot dogs, campfire and a 
warm welcome! 

 

 

 

PAWS & PRAISE        Our July service, celebrating our animals, was 
much enjoyed by all - especially when the pony 
trotted quite happily up to the altar and back!   

We also welcomed a variety of dogs; there were 
no mishaps, and we rounded it off with cake for 
the humans and as it was such a hot day, plenty of 
water for the four-legged members of the congregation. 

    Helen Harris, Helen@brentorchurch.org.uk 



The Unearth Project—Archive Film Evening 
South West Film and TV Archive (SWFTA) and Villages in Action presented a fascinating show of films to 
an audience of over fifty in the hall at the end of June.  Historic footage selected from the SWFTA vaults 
provided some illuminating insights into earlier life in Brentor, Dartmoor and the surrounding villages.  
 

This was the first Brentor event in the VIA’s Unearth Project - a community exploration in eight Devon 
villages of local history through stories, music, images and happenings. 
 

Brentor’s contribution to this exciting rural heritage project is planned to culminate later this year in a 
multi-media performance sharing the stories of Brentor's rich past.  A team from the VIA including a   
playwright, two actors, a sculptor, a digital artist and a folk musician will join forces to tell the stories of 
the history of the parish and its community, as researched by the Brentor Living Archive group.   
 

                                                                                                                                         John Wheeler 01822 810083 

 

 Your village website  www.brentorvillage.org 

Brentor Village website provides our village with up-to-date news 
about matters affecting the parish of Brentor, as well as providing a 
huge variety of general information about the parish.  Its front page 
provides news and information about local issues and events, and is updated on a daily basis as infor-
mation is provided.  Topical on-going issues, such as Affordable Housing and local broadband issues etc, 
are fully covered and there are links to where you can find out more information.  All this can only be 
done if you help by keeping the Editor informed of current local issues and events!     

There are pages about our local history and natural history, galleries of photo-
graphs of the local area and past events, information about local societies and 
even a recipe page (more recipes needed!).  The website provides useful links 
to help you, for example, report road potholes, find a doctor or dentist, or find 
out which day your rubbish will be collected.  Brentor Parish Council has its 

own pages where you can read minutes of their meetings and the correspondence sent to the Council.   If 
you want to book the Village Hall, its bookings diary is available on the website. 

Brentor News is also available online on the website, usually before it drops through your letterbox.        
So why not take a look at www.brentorvillage.com next time you’re online?           

 If you have something to contribute to the website PLEASE contact the Editor,                                                
Colin Dawes, by email at brentorvillage@btinternet.com  



BRENTOR COMMONS  

After the walk by the Tavistock branch of the Devon Wildlife Trust, I have been approached by several 

people to organise a similar event.  We will meet at 9.00am on Sunday 19th August on Bowden next to the 

big ash tree.  Recognition of some common birds and their song will be our aim, along with identifying 

local flora.  The history and environment of the commons will be discussed and the walk will be a        

maximum of two hours.  Please contact me for further information. 

The hot dry weather has created an unfamiliar atmosphere.  I have never known the paths to be so dusty 

and hard.  The grass across the main part of the common is so high that walking along the paths is rather 

like being in a tunnel but  at least the grass is higher than the bracken, showing the effectiveness of our 

annual rolling  programme.  The grass is already turning yellow, though the 

bracken still seems to maintain its vivid green.    Butterflies seem more abundant 

than for many years.  Ringlet, gatekeeper, meadow 

brown and large whites are to be seen everywhere. 

After the vibrancy of spring there is now little colour to 

see. There are small amounts of purple selfheal and knapweed with some yel-

low vetch and tormentil.  The only abundance is patches of rose bay willow herb 

showing where the earth has been disturbed in the recent past.   Convolvulus is a plant that I really dislike 

in the garden but climbing in a hawthorn bush it is more acceptable.  Not as pleasing as my favourite 

climbing plant, honeysuckle, which for colour and smell is unbeatable.  The first few blackberries and the 

rowan berries turning red are signs of the seasons moving on.   Barry Albrighton 01822 860445 

The big butterfly count is a nationwide survey aimed at helping us     
assess the health of our environment.  It was launched in 2010 and has 
rapidly become the world's biggest survey of butterflies.  Over 60,000 
people took part in 2017, submitting 62,500 counts of butterflies and 
day-flying moths from across the UK.   The 
2018 count is from 20th July to 12th August.  
You can find out more at:                                                     
https://www.bigbutterflycount.org 

COFFEE MORNING 

Saturday 4th August 10.30-12.00 

YES WE’RE HERE! 

Meet up with friends and neighbours                                                      

over freshly brewed coffee and homemade cakes.  

Not forgetting the bacon rolls! 

Home produce, bring and buy your excess plants etc. 

Fundraising raffle (donations welcome) 

And September’s Coffee Morning will be on   

Saturday 1st September!  



FOR SALE  

WINDCRAFT          

CLARINET                

in good condition.  

Clarinet stand and music sheet stand included.     

Fantastic clarinet used by my daughter at 

school for only a couple of terms.  Comes 

with lots of reeds in a solid case.      

£95.00    Tel: 01503 240 211    Brentor News Key Facts 

Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website 
www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and would like 
the Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to 
ajw@brentor.net   A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment 
of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 810209 in 
advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give 
permission for the publication of the author's name and phone number 
and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless        
specifically requested otherwise. 

Brentor Village website: Contributions or comments are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, Colin Dawes 
at brentorvillage@btinternet.com 

Editorial team:  John Wheeler, 810083,  ajw@brentor.net 

Jane Phelpstead, 810635, croakytoad@ukgateway.net 

Mike Harris, mikeinbrentor@gmail.com 

Sue Fraser, 811097, swhitfraser@gmail.com 

Diary 
Date Event Contact 

August 

Saturday 4th 10.30am—12pm Coffee morning, Village Hall Sheryl Burroughs   

01822  870554 

Sunday 19th  9.00am—11am Bowden Common Nature Walk  

 

Barry Albrighton 

01822  860445 

Final copy date for September edition by 
24th August to John Wheeler     ajw@brentor.net 

Church Services                                                      Any questions, please email david@brentorchurch.org 

 Service Location 

Sunday 5th 9.45am Holy communion Christ Church 

5pm  Summer Holiday Service & BBQ St Michaels 

Sunday 12th 9.45am Prayer and Praise Christ Church 

6pm Evensong St Michaels 

Sunday 19th  9.45am Holy Communion Christ Church 

6pm Evening Prayer St Michaels 

Sunday 26th 9.45am All Age Service Christ Church 

6pm Evensong St Michaels 


