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BRENTOR 
NEWS

Brentor Summer Fayre
Since the last Brentor Village Show back in 2013, and 
a hastily-organised Fun Day in 2014, Brentor has lacked 
a community summer show.  In 2016 and 2017 our music 
festival Brenstock created a big summer event for the village, 
and provided an alternative fundraiser for the Village Hall, 
but it was not a replacement for our traditional Village Show.  
This year however, thanks to Clare Percival and members of 
the organising committee, the first ever Brentor Summer Fayre 
was held on 28th July.  Although the recent spell of scorching 
weather came to an end with some torrential rain the Fayre 
was a great success, attracting about 200 visitors and making 
almost £1000 for Village Hall and Playing Field funds.

The Hall was filled with produce show exhibits in five 
categories (but where were the entries for the children’s 
competition?!).  The photographic competition attracted a lot 
of entries.  Cream teas, cakes and 
coffees were in abundance.  Outside 
the burgers and vegan food stall 
were busy, as was a new innovation, 
a licensed beer tent.  Thank you 
also to the buskers who provided 
music during the fayre. 

The craft marquee, another 
innovation, was packed with 
exhibitors ranging from a glass 
blower to a doll’s clothes stall.  
A smaller marquee, featured 
Brentor-based stalls selling 
plants, cakes, pocket money 
items etc, was very busy with 

visitors. There was also a children’s craft activity table run by 
Jo Larson Burnett, a well-stocked tombola stall, and several 
games for children.

Thanks must go to the organising committee for all their 
months of hard work, and to the large band of volunteers who 
helped with erecting and taking down our marquees, staffed 
the stalls and bar, provided food and drinks and acted as car 
park marshals.  It’s not surprising that all the volunteers got 
together in the evening for a well-earned meal and a drink!

Next year will hopefully see the return of Brenstock, so let’s 
look forward to another Brentor Summer Fayre in 2020 (but 
maybe without the rain!).

Colin Dawes 811079  
(who took the photos)

Coffee Morning -  
Saturday 1st September 10.30am - 12.00

Bacon rolls, freshly brewed coffee, friendly village 
banter, what a way to start the 
weekend!
Please bring and buy surplus 
produce, tomatoes, cucumbers, 
apples, jams or plants.
Fundraising raffle too.
All Village Hall fund raising. 
 
Jumble Sale 
Saturday 29th September  - 1.00pm start
(Don’t be late as it’s over in a flash!)  --  20p entrance.
So start collecting your VERY GOOD QUALITY 
jumble!
Please remember clothes can be disposed of after 
the event but it takes a lot of work to get rid of junk.
Hall will be open on Fri 28th 5-6ish and on Sat 
morning 10am onwards.
An important village hall fundraising event but also 
a good fun local get together!
Sheryl 870554 

BRENTOR  FRIENDS  OF  THE  FIELD
Draw Winners August 2018:
Nos.   11: Liz Rogers
 20: Sally Pancheri
 21: Glenys & Barry Mason 
Each number drawn at the monthly Coffee Morning wins £10 
prize.  All income, after deduction of prizes, goes towards the 
improvement of the Village Playing Field.  If you would like to 
support your playing field you can join the Friends of the Field 
(FOF) in the ‘monthly flutter’ and perchance see your name 
on the winner’s list. For  ‘FOF’  details please contact one of 
the following members of the Village Hall and Playing Field 
committee.
Sue Stephens 860374 (stephens214@btinternet.com)
Anne Clark 810035  (anne.clark13@btinternet.com)
Kate Kelly 810287  (catherinekelly495@btinternet.com)

Cattle on the Moor  
A Brentor resident was recently attacked by one of the 
highland cattle - she was charged, knocked down and 
subsequently needed medical treatment.  
This incident took place near Gibbet Hill.  We all need 
to take extra care when walking near any cattle on the 
moor.
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Brentor Garden Club
“Bowden Down”
- a talk by Barry Albrighton

Thursday 20 September, 
7.30pm - Brentor Village Hall

From rare insects to ancient tracks and mine shafts, 
little-known Bowden Down is home to a diverse 
number of wildlife species right on our doorstep. It was 
the site of mining for manganese and ochre in the 19th 
century and the remnants of mining shafts and open 
cast workings remain. 

As well as offering a fine display of bluebells in the 
spring it is an excellent location for watching cuckoos 
and small pearl bordered fritillaries and pearl bordered 
fritillaries have also been recorded. 
Visitors very welcome - £2.00 on the door

Heather Webster 01822 810004

Mistletoe Fair- NEW date for 
your diary

Please note that the Mistletoe Fair will 
be held a week earlier than previously 
advertised. The Fair will be held on 
Saturday 8th December.

We look forward to your company!
Sue Stephens 860374

The Brentor Calendar 2019
The Mistletoe Fair organisers are once again appealing 
for new images taken in and around the village of 
Brentor. We are eager to cover all seasons of the year 
and there is still time to ‘snap away’ and submit your 
photographs by 30th September.

The chosen scenes could be used for greetings cards or 
on the calendar and it would be particularly useful to 
have some ‘portrait style’ images that would be suitable 
for the Calendar front cover.

Please send your photographs (as many as you like) to 
Margaret Calder who is the calendar co-ordinator this 
year: dmcmcalder@aol.com

The ever popular Brentor Calendar is a major fund raiser 
for the village hall and it is hoped to have copies for 
sale at the November Coffee Morning as well as at the 
Mistletoe Fair.

Sue 860374 – Margaret 810344

The Unearth Project  
-  an update
Following the successful Archive 
Film Evening in June, it is hoped 
that we will be able to stage the main event in October.

Brentor Living Archive Group has provided the project 
with extensive material from the archive, so that the 
Unearth team - a playwright, two actors, a sculptor, a 
digital artist and a folk musician - can tell stories of the 
history of the parish and its community in a mult-media 
presentation.

Unearth is organised by Villages 
in Action and is supported by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.
Mike Whitfield & John Wheeler 

- 810209 / 810083

BRENTOR COMMONS 46
After the virility of spring and early summer, the lassitude 
of August is somewhat a disappointment. The energy 
expended by the nesting birds and flowering plants has 
been replaced by a period of rest and recovery with our 
flora and fauna getting ready for the winter to come. 

Our wildlife walk around the 
commons reflected this with 
birdsong eerily silent and the few 
flowering plants swamped in a sea 
of green.  We did however have a 
most pleasant stroll with sightings 
varying from a calling raven to an 
interesting variety of butterflies. Our visit to the pond on 
Liddaton common gave rise to a useful discussion of ways 
forward to make this area a more interesting and valuable 
environment.

The paths have been cut again and the bracken rolled. 
Walking around is now much more enjoyable with wide 
paths no longer crowded in with collapsing wet foliage. I 
am sure all of us dog walkers and dogs are feeling liberated 
with the extra space.

The rowan fruit is very fine this 
year with the large clusters of 
orange-red berries strikingly 
standing out against rather uniform 
green background. Blackberries 
and sloes are also abundant with 

supplies for all. I am always surprised that the more 
blackberries are picked the better they are for the next 
collector. To find the best fruit just look to see where the 
bushes have been recently trampled. The apples in our 
gardens are also abundant so it is blackberry and apple pies 
all round for our Sunday lunch.

It is hard to imagine that our summer visitors will soon be 
departing. The swifts have gone already. Soon the overhead 
wires will be used by the swallows to gather in preparation 
for their incredible journeys to come.

Barry Albrighton  860445
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Time to sign up to the new annual garden waste service!
It’s time to subscribe to the Garden Waste Collection Service. West 
Devon offers residents a hassle free service for the removal of their 
garden waste.

Introduced in July 2017, the scheme can cost as little as £1.60 per 
collection if residents sign up at the start of the new service year in October 2018. This means subscribers can spend more 
time enjoying their garden and less time in the car travelling to the recycling centre.

The subscription service costs £40 per year and one subscription provides customers with four green sacks that are collected 
fortnightly from the normal collection point.  Subscriptions run from October 2018 – September 2019 so the earlier residents 
subscribe, the more collections they will receive.   If you are a current subscriber, don’t forget to renew as your subscription 
will end on the 30 September 2018.  Once subscribed you will receive your green waste sacks delivered to you. Simply fill 
these with your grass cuttings and garden waste and place outside your property on your collection day.

For more information and to find your garden waste collection day visit www.westdevon.gov.uk/gardenwaste2018
Tel: 01822 813648 Email: communications@swdevon.gov.uk

Parish Council News
Noticeboards
You will hopefully have noticed by now the new noticeboards 
outside the village hall recently purchased by the Parish Council.  
Although very expensive, thanks to grants secured by the Parish 
Council, and a discount negotiated with the company supplying 
them, the actual cost to the Parish was only £150 (including 
delivery charges and fitting).  The boards will be regularly 
maintained and will hopefully last for many years to come.   They 
are much easier to use, are watertight and have a much bigger 
‘viewing’ area. The old boards have been donated to other 
organisations in the parish for recycling to a sufficient standard 
suitable for their occasional use.

Map
With the continued increase in online shopping, delivery drivers 
are facing more and more challenges when trying to locate 
individual properties.  Although they do have some form of map, 
the Parish Council feels it would be useful to have some sort of 
formal interpretation board located permanently in the village.  
Does anybody have the skills to put something together using the 
information we already have?  Please contact me if you can help.

Public Footpaths
A polite reminder to everyone to make sure all gates are shut behind 
you when walking through fields along public footpaths.  There has 
recently been occasion when gates have been left open, potentially 
allowing livestock to escape .  Could everyone please also remind 
any visitors to their properties who may not be familiar with the 
Country Code.

Caroline Oxenham, Brentor Parish Clerk 
01822 481415 or 07846 573678 (Monday to Friday)

The Brentorians
- Planning for the Next     
Production....
   ..... and an AGM (short!)
- Thursday 27th September, 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

Why not get involved - front or back-stage? Our short AGM 
will be followed by a discussion on the next production: 
choosing a play, thinking about casting, support roles, etc.  
We need new faces!  And voices.....

Rehearsals are booked to start on Thursday 1st November - 
and the production will be either first or second week in April. 

John Wheeler - 810083



Diary Dates - all events at the village hall unless otherwise indicated.
September
Sat 1st 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs 870554
Mon 17th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Caroline Oxenham 481415
Thu 20th 7.30pm Garden Club: talk by Barry Albrighton: "Bowden Down" Heather Webster 810004
Fri 21st   - Final copy date for October Brentor News! Jane Phelpstead 810635
Thu 27th 7.30pm Brentorians AGM & Production Discussion Mtg. John Wheeler 810083
Sat 29th 1.00pm Jumble Sale Sheryl Burroughs 870554

October
Sat 6th 10.30am Coffee Morning Sheryl Burroughs   870554
Thu 18th 7.30pm Garden Club: talk by Steve John: "Historic Hand Tools"  Heather Webster 810004
 
Hall bookings: Helen de Carles 810412 

All Brentor Village Hall bookings are shown on the website calendar:  www.brentorvillage.org/calendar 
Please check availability before making a booking request.
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FINAL COPY DATE - for the October edition:
Friday 21st September - to Jane Phelpstead: croakytoad@ukgateway.net

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and 
would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net.  A small donation to the Brentor Community Trust 
would be appreciated.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 
810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'. 
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone number 
and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise.  
Comments on the website edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colinvdawes@btinternet.com  
Editorial team:  Jane Phelpstead 810635    croakytoad@ukgateway.net  Sue Fraser 811097  swhitfraser@gmail.com
  Mike Harris  mikeinbrentor@gmail.com  John Wheeler 810083      ajw@brentor.net

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? House Repairs?
Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   Landscaping?

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works?
“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”

Mike Burns - Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795 - 07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman - Call for a Free Quote.
nitaandmike@hotmail.com

Friendly professional service Guaranteed

John Burrows Boiler Services
Oil Fired Boiler Technician

Commissioning, Servicing, and Breakdown repair of
All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

AGA-Rayburn trained
(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

Contact John on:
Home  01822 810494     Mobile 0778 2345395

john_campbellburrows@icloud.com

Competitive Rates

September Church Services
Sunday 2nd
 - 9:45am Holy Communion Christ Church
 - 6.00pm Evening Prayer  St.Michael's

Sunday 9th
 -  9:45am Prayer & Praise  Christ Church
 - 6.00pm Evensong  St.Michael's

Sunday 16th
 - 9:45am Holy Communion Christ Church
 - 6.00pm Evening Prayer  St.Michael's

Sunday 23th
 -  10.00am Family Service  Christ Church
 - 6.00pm Evensong  St.Michael's
Sunday 30th
 - 9:45am - Holy Communion at St Eustachius’, s
      Tavistock (Judith Blowey’s First 
      Eucharist)
 - 6.00pm - Michaelmas Holy Communion 
      at St Michael’s 
      (last regular service of the season)
Advance Notice:
   Harvest Festival (and the Beer Festival!) will be on    
   Sunday 14th October.

All are most welcome to all our services
Dr DL Harris MRCVS, Churchwarden

St Michael de Rupe & Christ Church, Brentor
david@brentorchurch.org.uk  - 810845


