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Colour	Sergeant	Ernest	Wheeler	(2008042)	of	the	25th	(Res)	Garrison,	Rifle	Brigade	
was	formerly	in	the	Royal	Warwickshire	Regiment.		

After	service	in	the	army,	he	was	discharged	as	being	no	longer	physically	fit	on									
30	June	1917.	His	military	character	was	very	good		

‘Being	a	very	good	character,	is	steady	and	very	well	conducted.’		
Born	in	Bromsgrove,	Worcester	in	1877,	he	died	on	26	February	1918	aged	41.	He	was	

the	son	of	John	and	Mary	(Ashfield)	Wheeler	of	Rugby	and	was	married	to	Beata	
(Stratton),	later	Walters.		He	was	buried	in	Christ	Church,	Brentor.	

 
Ernest	 Wheeler	 was	 born	 in	 Bromsgrove,	 Worcestershire	 in	 1878.	 His	 father	 John	 Wheeler	 had	
married	Mary	Jane	Ashfield	in	Bromsgrove	in	the	winter	of	1875.	 In	1881,	when	he	was	three	years	
old	Ernest	was	living	with	his	family	at	47	Cardinal	Street	in	Leicester.	His	father,	who	was	27	years	old	
having	been	born	in	1854,	was	listed	as	a	Railway	Servant.	His	mother	Mary	Jane	was	24	and	born	in	
Bromsgrove,	as	had	the	rest	of	the	family.	His	younger	brother	Francis	Albert	was	only	one.	

It	has	been	impossible	to	find	the	family	in	1891	census,	but	in	1901	they	were	living	at	15	Windsor	
Street	 in	Rugby,	Warwickshire.	 John	was	44	and	a	Painter’s	 Labourer	and	Mary	 J	was	42.	They	had	
four	other	 children	 living	with	 them:	Nellie	 (13),	William	Bramwell	 (9),	 Lillian	May	 (8)	 and	Florence	
Ruth	(6).	Neither	of	the	two	older	surviving	sons:	Ernest	and	Arthur	John	b1881	were	at	home	on	the	
night	of	the	census.	Three	other	sons	had	died	in	infancy:	Francis	Albert	1879-82,	Leonard	1885-5	and	
Bertram	1886-6.	Two	later	sons	died	in	infancy:	George	Abraham	1897-8	and	Thomas	1903-4.	Only	six	
of	Mary	Jane's	eleven	children	survived	infancy.	

At	some	stage,	probably	when	he	was	in	his	late	teens	Ernest	joined	the	Warwickshire	Regiment.	As	
there	 are	 only	 snippets	 of	 information	 available,	 it	 is	 difficult	 to	 trace	 his	movements,	 but	 at	 least	
seven	years	were	spent	overseas.	He	was	awarded	the	Queen’s	South	Africa	medal	so	we	know	he	
was	 serving	with	 the	 2nd	 Battalion	 then.	 It	 arrived	 at	 Cape	 Town	 in	 December	 1899	 and	 fought	 at	
Diamond	Hill	and	the	advance	to	Koomati	Poont	where	it	was	depleted	by	fever.	It	was	then	sent	to	
escort	prisoners	to	Bermuda,	where	we	know	Ernest	served	for	eighteen	months.	He	also	served	 in	
Malta	which	may	have	been	prior	to	going	to	South	Africa.		

It	 is	 possible	 that	 he	 also	 served	 with	 the	 first	 battalion	 at	 Devonport	 after	 Bermuda.	 This	 is	 a	
possibility	as	he	married	a	local	girl,	Beata	Stratton	the	daughter	of	Stephen	and	Margaret	Stratton	of	
East	Stonehouse	at	St.	Matthews,	East	Stonehouse	on	5th	 June	1904.	 In	1901	Beata	had	been	 living	
with	the	Avery	family	at	1	Torrington	Place	in	Plymouth.	In	1891	the	Stratton	family	had	been	living	at	
23	 Hobart	 St	 in	 East	 Stonehouse.	 Beata	was	 7	 and	 her	 siblings	 were	 Jane	 Ann	 18,	 Emily	 Ellen	 18,	
Margaret	13,	Alfred	6	and	Louise	2.	

Ernest	 and	 Beata's	 first	 child,	 Henry	 John	was	 born	 at	 Quetta,	 now	 in	 Pakistan,	 in	 June	 1907.	 The	
following	year	the	Warwicks	were	involved	in	the	Mohmand	Expedition,	another	of	the	attempts	to	
subdue	the	tribesmen	on	the	North	West	Frontier.	In	1911,	Ernest	was	a	Sergeant	in	2nd	Battalion	of	
Royal	 Warwickshire	 Regiment	 in	 No	 6	 Regimental	 District,	 Whittington	 Barracks,	 Lichfield,	
Staffordshire.	 He	 was	 34	 and	married.	 In	 1912	 Ernest	 was	 discharged	 from	 the	 army	 as	 being	 no	
longer	 fit	 for	 overseas	 service.	 No	 details	 are	 given.	 He	 appears	 to	 have	 stayed	 in	 the	 Midlands	
because	his	daughter,	Nellie	was	born	at	Rugby	later	the	same	year.	



Ernest Wheeler 1877-1918 

At	the	outbreak	of	 the	First	World	War	Ernest	either	volunteered	or	was	recalled	as	a	reservist.	He	
enlisted	at	Warwick	and	re-joined	his	old	regiment.	He	was	described	as	being	38	years	old,	5ft	8in	tall	
and	weighed	 147lb	 and	working	 as	 a	 labourer.	 His	 rank	was	 a	 private,	 but	was	 soon	 advanced	 to	
sergeant,	probably	his	previous	rank.	He	was	in	the	3rd	(Reserve)	Battalion,	a	training	unit,	which	soon	
moved	to	Portsmouth.	It	was	here	that	he	was	first	taken	ill	and	spent	two	longish	spells	in	Tidworth	
Military	Hospital	suffering	from	what	was	diagnosed	as	pleurisy.	

On	10th	November	1916	Ernest	was	promoted	to	Colour	Sergeant	and	transferred	to	the	Rifle	Brigade.	
He	was	posted	as	an	Instructor	of	Musketry	to	the	25th	(Reserve)	Garrison	Battalion.	This	was	another	
training	unit	that	had	been	raised	in	Falmouth	in	August	1916	and	remained	there	for	the	duration	of	
the	war.	After	a	few	months	he	was	taken	ill	again	and	admitted	to	Clare	Terrace	Military	Hospital	in	
Falmouth.	This	 time	he	was	diagnosed	as	having	 tuberculosis	of	 the	 lungs.	He	was	discharged	 from	
the	army	on	30th	June	1917	as	being	no	longer	fit	for	military	service	with	the	recommendation	that	
he	needed	 further	 treatment.	His	military	character	was	very	good	 ‘Being	a	very	good	character,	 is	
steady	and	very	well	conducted.’		

He	 gave	 his	 intended	 address	 as	 Brentor,	 although	 this	 was	 once	 changed	 to	 Paignton,	 and	 his	
intention	to	work	as	a	labourer.	Whether	he	ever	received	any	rudimentary	treatment	is	not	known,	
but	the	family	certainly	fell	on	hard	times	because	Rev.	George	Thorpe	appealed	on	their	behalf	for	a	
review	of	 their	 pension.	As	 a	 result	 of	 his	 intervention	 it	was	 increased	 from	13s	9d	 to	£1	9s	 2d	 a	
week.	One	wonders	if	perhaps	they	were	living	at	Lydford	Station	rather	than	in	Brentor	village.		

Sadly	 Ernest	 did	 not	 recover	 and	 died	 on	 26th	 February	 1918	 aged	 41.	 He	 was	 buried	 in	 the	
Churchyard	of	Christ	Church	Brentor,	next	to	Walter	Holwill	M.C.	After	his	death	his	widow	received	
£18	 10s	 0d	 as	money	 owing	 to	 her	 husband	 plus	 a	 pension	 for	 herself	 and	 the	 two	 children.	 She	
probably	 returned	 to	 live	 in	 Plymouth,	 because	 in	 late	 1921	 she	married	 Alfred	 T.	Waters	 in	 East	
Stonehouse.	They	went	on	to	live	at	2,	Lane	Head,	Mary	Tavy.	

	

	


