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The Brentorians 2019 Production   

“The Capers at Cricketers’ Copse“ 
by Richard Coleman  

A tale of intrigue and double cross as the Ladies of the Village of Fritton-upon-Sewer decide 
to stage their own cricket match on the day the Fritton Gentlemen’s team is due to be playing 
in the first round of the Brewster Cup.  

Meanwhile a diverse range of shady characters including a Famous Archeologist, a property 
developer, a bookmaker and the local con-man are all trying to take control of the cricket 
ground.  And there’s hidden treasure too……. 

A large cast of Brentorians will bring all this to life on the Brentor Stage ……..  

Brentor Village Hall, Thurs to Sat 4
th

– 6
th

 April 2019   

Doors open 7.00pm, curtain up 7.30pm            Tickets £5.00 - Helen de Carles 01822 810412 

SHERIFF OF BRENTOR 
 

Brentor is to get its own Sheriff!  Well not quite, but readers might be interested to know that Simon Martin, who 
has lived in Brentor for 37 years, is to be the High Sheriff of Devon for 2019. This is an Office that goes back at 
least 1000 years when the Shire Reeves were Royal Officials appointed to enforce the King’s law and order and 
collect taxes within each County of England and Wales.   

 

Nowadays the High Sheriff (who receives no remuneration or expenses) is an independent non political Royal 
appointment for one year as the Queen's representative in the County for the Law. Their duties include hospitality 
to Her Majesty's High Court Judges when they are on Circuit; giving support and encouragement to the Police 
and emergency services as well as the Probation and Prison services and other agencies involved with crime 
prevention, particularly among young people. Under the Criminal law act of 1826 High Sheriffs present court 

awards to people assisting the apprehension of offenders. They are also entitled to give their own personal awards to individuals, often the 
unsung heroes within small voluntary groups, who have made an outstanding contribution to the community.  Increasingly though, High 
Sheriffs play a role in promoting a wide range of voluntary and charitable work, together with encouraging projects designed to reduce crime 
or help the young, such as Operation Crimebeat and Operation Encompass. As well as the Devon Air Ambulance and Landworks in 
Dartington (amongst others) he has nominated CHICKs as one of his charities for the year. 
 

Simon’s Declaration day is in early April and he has chosen St Michael de Rupe as the venue for the short ceremony when he is sworn in by 
either a Justice of the Peace or a High Court Judge, with the Lord Lieutenant of Devon also invited to attend. Other major events include the 
Legal Sunday service in Exeter cathedral and hosting a Garden Party, but throughout the year Simon anticipates being involved in at least 300 
other events around the County and the churchwardens of Brentor are delighted that the ceremony will be at St Michael’s.  He says the offer 
of the appointment came out of the blue, and he was both thrilled and humbled to accept such a huge honour. Since the reign of King Henry 
VII the names of the chosen were pricked with a silver bodkin through the vellum of the Sheriff’s Roll. This was an early form of document 
security. Not only was it extremely expensive hosting the Judges on their Assizes (when they and their entourage could live with the High 
Sheriff for up to six months), but they also collected unpopular taxes and could be personally liable for any shortfall! This was a good incentive 
to avoid the appointment, but no matter how high the bribe to a Court official might be however, no-one could disguise a hole pricked through 
vellum against an appointee’s name. The practice continues to this day.                                                                    Helen Harris  01822 810845  

Our Village Hall Spring Clean held on 23rd February made a significant improvement to the 

hall   particularly the outside area. We had an excellent response from local residents including men 
and machinery; always so useful!  The weather behaved beautifully and much branch lopping,  
strimming and sweeping was accomplished. The kitchen had a spruce up and although there is more 
work to be done we made a good start on getting ready for the spring.                                                                   
We aim to carry on the good work on 27th April.  Refreshments are provided for all helpers so why 
not come and join us next time?                                                                                                                      
Sue Stephens  01822 860374  



 Mary Tavy and Brentor Primary School - News from the school  

Friday 15th March, as you know, was Red Nose Day. The 

School Council decided that they would like the school to 

support this cause and help people less fortunate than 

themselves. They decided that they would like to sell noses 

and dress in red ‘mufti’ for the day. Thanks to the support of 

the pupils, parents and staff, all 80 red noses were sold and 

£152.71 profit was raised for Red Nose Day. It was World 

Book Day on Thursday 7th March. However, at school we 

had a whole Book Week starting with a visit from author of 

the ‘Landy’ books, Veronica Lamond; including dressing as our favourite book characters on 

World Book Day and finishing with a Parent 

Story Session on Friday afternoon. The parents 

and grandparents brought their favourite    

children’s books to read to groups of children. 

It was a lovely afternoon, sharing a love of 

reading. 

Barbara Earnshaw, Headteacher                       01822 810384 

 

    COFFEE MORNING—Saturday 13th April (note change of date!)      10.30am—12.00pm  

                                         Meet up with friends and neighbours over the                                                                                    

                                       freshly brewed coffee, homemade cakes and  

                                   wonderful bacon rolls!  Support the Bring & Buy  

                           produce table and fundraising raffle (prizes always welcome). 

 

 

 

 

Followed at 1.00pm by JUMBLE SALE— over in a flash! So don’t be late! 20p entrance.  

Please bring GOOD QUALITY JUMBLE to the hall on Friday 12th between 5-6pm or during the coffee 
morning.  This may be our last jumble sale due to lack of support/difficulty disposing of left over items.   

Sheryl Burroughs  01822 870554 

BRENTOR FRIENDS OF THE FIELD 

Draw winners for March 2019, (Numbers drawn at monthly Coffee Morning) - Number 9  Kevin Knight,     
         Number 16  Alan Henbest, Number 28  Rose Jessop         

Win £10 prize - All income, after deduction of prizes, goes towards the improvement  of the Village Playing Field. If you would 
like to support your  playing field you can join the Friends of the Field (FOF) in the’ monthly flutter’ and perchance see your 
name on the winner’s list.  For details of how to join FOF please one of the following members of The Village Hall & Playing 
Field committee. 

Sue Stephens 860374 (stephens214@btinternet.com) Anne Clark 810035 (anne.clark13@btinternet.com)  Kate Kelly 810287 
(catherinekelly495@btinternet.com) 

mailto:stephens214@btinternet.com
mailto:anne.clark13@btinternet.com
mailto:catherinekelly495@btinternet.com


Charity Lunch - thanks to all!  The recent lunch at the Bedford Hotel in aid of local 
charity Brentor and Moor Compassionate Neighbours raised over £700 in all, which will 
support the volunteers in their work with people with life limiting conditions and those 
nearing the end of their lives. Many, many thanks to everyone who attended and so 

generously donated to this good local cause, and to the Bedford for their help - and for 
a good lunch!                                                                                                                

Helen Harris 01822 810845  Churchwarden, St Michael de Rupe & Christ Church, Brentor  brentorchurch.org.uk  

BRENTOR GARDEN CLUB—Experiences at Chelsea Flower Show”,  a talk by John and Galen Carter 

Thursday 18 April at 7.30 pm in the Brentor Village Hall 

Rowden Gardens in Brentor was created from a bare field by John Carter and his wife Galen in 1982 in order to display 

the large range of aquatic and rare plants that they grew and sold in their nursery.  During that time they bred the 

now famous Rowden Irises. For many years their stands won medals at Chelsea, Hampton Court, N.E.C. Birmingham, 

Malvern, and other major shows; and their plants were exported worldwide.  The Garden Club is delighted to be able 

to welcome John and  Galen Carter to come and talk to us on their fascinating experiences at Chelsea Flower Show.  

Visitors very welcome, £2.00 on the door                                                                             Heather Webster Tel: 01822 810004 

CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING               

and REPORT 

Brentor Church held its AGM in March, and we 

are please to announce that                                

Dr David Harris MRCVS and Mrs Helen Harris 

have been re-elected as Churchwardens for the 

forthcoming year.    Kate Kelly, Fabric Officer, 

was able to report on the ongoing maintenance 

works, and that we hope to be in a position to 

begin repairs on Christ Church and the tower and bells of St 

Michael’s this year.  David was pleased to report that thanks to 

the generosity of the parish and  congregation, the church has 

been able to make substantial  donations to a number of charities, 

including Derriford NICU, the Tavistock Food Bank, Embrace the 

Middle East, and the  Mary Budding Trust.                                           

Full copies of the Annual Report are available on request, please 

contact David Harris or Helen Harris—01822 810845. 



  Brentor News Key Facts 
Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and would like 
the Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net   A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Jane Phelpstead 810635 
croakytoad@ukgateway.net in advance of publication.                                                                                                                                                              
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone number 
and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless  specifically requested otherwise. 

Brentor Village website: Contributions or comments are welcome please send to the Editor, Colin Dawes  brentorvillage@btinternet.com 

Editorial team:  John Wheeler, 810083, ajw@brentor.net     Jane Phelpstead, 810635, croakytoad@ukgateway.net                                            
Mike Harris, mikeinbrentor@gmail.com       Sue Fraser, 811097, swhitfraser@gmail.com 

Final copy for May edition to Jane Phelpstead by 20th April                                                          
Tel: 01822 810635 or croakytoad@ukgateway.net 

Church Services Time/Event Location 

Sunday 7th April  9.45am  Holy Communion Christ Church 

Sunday 14th April  9.45am  Palm Sunday—Prayer & Praise Christ Church 

Friday 19th April  2.00pm  Good Friday—One Friday Easter Ascent (meet at Brentor Church carpark) annual retelling 
of the Easter story.  All welcome, costumes available. 

3.00pm  Quiet Service of Reflection  - Hot cross buns and hot chocolate in car park afterwards 

St  Michaels 

                                                      

Saturday 20th April  3.30pm  Easter Family Workshop and Tea, Village Hall Village Hall 

Sunday 21st April  9.45am   Easter Day—Holy Communion 

6.00pm   Easter Family Service 

Christ Church 

St Michaels 

Sunday 28th April  09.45am  Family Service  

6.00pm   Evensong (Traditional) 

Christ Church 

St Michaels 

 Any queries, contact the Churchwardens: David Harris david@brentorchurch.org.uk or Helen Harris  
helen@brentorchurch.org.uk or phone 810845 

 

Thurs 4th, Fri 5th,  Sat 6th April                             

 

Saturday   13th April 

7.30pm “The Capers at Cricketers Copse” (Village Hall)     

                                                                                        

10.30am—1200pm  COFFEE MORNING (Village Hall)                                  
1pm—JUMBLE SALE (Village Hall)                                                                                                                                

Helen de Carles                     
01822 810412 

 

Sheryl Burroughs            
01822 870554 

Monday 15th April  6.45pm—Annual Parish Meeting (followed by General Parish Council 
Meeting , Village Hall) 

Caroline Oxenham        
01822 481415 

Thursday 18th April                                                   

                                                                                  
Saturday 27th April  

 

 

7.30pm—Experiences at Chelsea Flower Show, a talk by John & Galan 
Carter (Village Hall) 

Spring Clean—Village Hall 

Heather Webster             
01822 810004 

                                    
Sue Stephens    
01822 860374 

 

APRIL DIARY 

Notice is hereby given that the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING of the Parish of Brentor will be held on                                             

Monday 15th April at Brentor Village Hall commencing at 6.45pm . 

Parishioners are cordially invited to come and hear what the Parish Council have been doing over the past year.                          
The Annual Parish Meeting will be followed by the General Parish Council Meeting.   The Parish Council Elections are due to be 

held on the 2nd May.   Nominations must be submitted to Kilworthy Park, Tavistock by 4.00pm on 3rd April.                                  
If you are interested in standing, please contact the Parish Clerk for an application form, or for any further information.                                                                        

Caroline Oxenham, Brentor Parish Clerk   01822 481415   brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk 

ADVANCE DIARY  MAY 2019                                                                                                                                                                                           

Thursday 16th May 7.30pm—A talk by Ken Thompson ‘Plants Behaving Badly’ (Village Hall) Heather Webster         
01822 810004 

Friday 17th May  Pub Night—Skittles, pub grub and games (Village Hall)                                                                                         Sheryl Burroughs            
01822 870554 


