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Mary Tavy and Brentor Primary School—News from the school  

The Autumn Term has flown by and we are already beginning to think about Christmas and the end of term. We 
have lots of exciting activities planned, including a visit from Rainbow Theatre to perform Cinderella, a craft 
morning, Christmas  market, carol service and Christmas lunch. The juniors are also off to Exeter to see the 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra perform and they are particularly excited as last year had to be cancelled  
because of the snow.  Hopefully the white stuff will stay away this time. 

The School Council decided that they would like us to 
take part in Children in Need again this year. They 
chose a pyjama mufti day and everyone came in their 
cosy pyjamas and onesies. We raised £72.15, so thank 
you to everyone for their kind donations.   

Castle Drogo was the venue for the first cross country 
race of the year. It was very cold, wet and snowy but 
our teams did really well with the boys’ team bringing 
silver medals home. 

We are really looking forward to some drier weather 
next term so we can get out in our field and enjoy the 
countryside. Fingers crossed! 

Mrs Barbara Earnshaw, Headteacher, 01822 810384  

NO COFFEE MORNING in December! 

But we will be back in January 2020. 

              Remember to save your ‘unloved’ presents 

for our 

Bring and Buy table. 

Fundraising for the Hall and Field.  

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all in the Kitchen. 

HIRE THE VILLAGE HALL 

Have you thought of using the hall while it 
is so beautifully decorated? 
Contact Helen de Carles, 810412 or via the 
website.  Www.brentorvillage.org/calendar 
A shame not to make use of the hall while 
it looks so nice.   Why not have a party? 

Don’t miss Brentor’s fabulous MISTLETOE FAIR!  

Saturday 7th December, 10am—3pm in the Village Hall 

Free entry to a wealth of craft stalls, good food and all things festive with something for everyone 

and every pocket.   

Mary Tavy & Brentor School Singers, Father Christmas, Gluhwein 

Handmade gifts and produce; textiles, cards, soaps, candles, and Christmas themed gifts,  

Christmas cakes and preserves, Brentor Calendar, Prize Draw 

Food and drink available throughout the day.   



A huge thanks to all who responded to various calls of help within the village :     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Welcome to Emma Curran, who has volunteered to be an editor of the Brentor News (her details found within the Key 
Facts—back page).     
        
Welcome and thanks to new and old Parish Councillors— (Chair) Cllr Terry Pearce,  Cllr Lin Bristow, Cllr David Willliams,     
Cllr Bob Dawson, Cllr David Percival, Cllr Adrian Arnold, Cllr Sue Fraser 
 
Village Hall Committee Vacancy:  Would you like to be involved in fundraising events?  Have your say in how the monies are 
spent?  Do you have a few hours a month to spare?  Any particular skills or knowledge to share?  Then please join our      
committee; we have room for one more.                        
Contact: Sheryl Burroughs (Chair) 870554, Sheryl_burroughs@hotmail.com or Clare Percival (Vice Chair) 810322, mrsclarep@gmail.com 

Church News  
 

Commemoration Service—In 1319 the then Bishop of Exeter, Walter Stapledon, rode to Brentor from Exeter to rededicate the 
newly enlarged church of St Michael de la Rupe. We are commemorating the 700th anniversary of this event with a special 
service on the tor at 3pm on 1st December and we welcome  the whole community of Brentor – including the High Sheriff of 
Devon, members of the parish council, local landowners and everyone prepared to climb up the tor! The centrepiece of the 
service will be the story of the founding of the church, told in song and narration, with original music written specially for the 
occasion by Reader Wendy Roderick and performed by our church choir. If you are not able to attend on that day, the piece will 
also be performed as part of our usual Sunday service in Christ Church on 8th December, at 9.45. 
  
Decorating the Christmas Tree—On Friday 13th December, at 4.30pm, we will be decorating the Christmas 
tree in Christ Church and would like to invite all local children to come along and help – refreshments provided! 
  
Festival of Christmas – local organisations needed! On the 15th December, the windows in Christ Church will 
be decorated along the theme of Christmas Carols. We already have several local organisations who have    
volunteered to decorate a window and have chosen their carol, but anyone else who would like to join in will be very welcome. 
There will be music and refreshments during the day – 12 noon to 5pm – and everyone is welcome to come and see what local 
talent in Brentor can do! Please contact Kate Kelly if you would like to take part. 
 

Carolling round the village—We meet at 6pm, Friday 20th December in Christ Church and please could every-
one if possible wear hi-vis gear and bring torches. If you would like to be sung to, or if you know of someone who 
would like this, please let Helen know on 810845, so we can work out our route. This occasion is something that is 
really appreciated by many people.  Mulled wine/hot refreshments afterwards. 
 

Nativity service—This service, at 9.45 for 10am at Christ Church on 22nd December, is a really good way to 
get into the Christmas spirit - the story of the nativity is told through carols and readings and everyone is invited 
to take part. So if you want to be a shepherd or a king or an angel, or indeed a sheep or a camel (we already 
have a Mary and a Jesus lined up) either come dressed for the part, or props/costumes will be provided on the 
day – or you can just sit and enjoy the story again. Refreshments afterwards for all. 
  
Carol services at St Michael’s—Our Christmas Day carol service, at 3pm, is more and more popular each year, so make sure 
you come early if you want to sit down! If you prefer it less crowded, there is an Epiphany Carol Service this year, on 
5th January again at 3pm – all welcome.                                                                                                      Helen Harris—810845 

Calling all Rural Business women 
Do you work on your own?   Would you like to network with likeminded business women? 

Are you looking for support and collaboration?  Would you like to exercise more but don’t have 
time?  Do you want to look after your health and wellbeing?  Join our business network and see 

your health and business blossom.  
 
We meet at: Sourton Village Hall, Sourton, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 4HN 
Every 3rd Friday of the month, 12 noon until 2pm.  Tea, coffee and biscuits included but please 

bring a packed lunch.  Meet in the hall:  • 1-minute introduction of our businesses.  • Women can then choose who 
they want to connect with whilst walking.  • Once walking, every 5-10 minutes we will choose a      different person 

to speak with.  • Refreshments will be provided after the walk and you can continue to network.                                
To book, visit Eventbrite or email chris@time-well-spent.co.uk 



Brentor Commons Association will be holding their second Tree planting event on Bowden Down on the               
December 1st starting at 10.30 am until midday.   The trees have been donated by THE WOODLAND TRUST, a      
mixture of native trees including Oak, Birch, Rowan, Willows, Hazel, Hawthorn, Wild Cherry.  Come along for a 
while, bring a garden spade and help plant a few.  The "whips" are pretty small so no major digging is involved, 
sticks and tree guards are used to protect the young trees from being nibbled by Roe deer and rabbits.  You will 
need to wear good outdoor gear as it could be damp, the terrain is uneven and there are brambles in the             
undergrowth...wear gloves!                                                                                               Will Walker-Smith 01822 860165. 

Recent Fundraising Events   -  Auction night was successful in raising £1,500. However, as a lot of work, by 

many people had gone in to sourcing lots for the night, those involved felt very disheartened by the disappointing       
numbers of attendees on the night.  The Jumble Sale was again supported by 10 willing volunteers but took less than 
£100. Once again, a massive effort for little return which will probably spell the end of jumble sales in the village.  A huge 
‘thank you’ to everyone who came and supported the Macmillan Coffee Morning when £340 was raised.  Curry Night, 
usually one of the most popular events, was only attended by 35 people. These few had a wonderful evening and enjoyed 
fantastic food but the empty tables were again, a sad sight.  Jock gave an inspirational presentation and we collected £195 
for The Help the Heroes cause.  

Lastly,  we had our much publicised Playing Field event, the official 
opening of the Shelter.  After a year of meetings with planners and 
committees, huge quantities of paperwork and grant applications it 
was time to see the results. We had a steady trickle of people, many 
who had never been to the field before or realised that we now have 
parking there.  We supplied bacon rolls, homemade cakes and we 
have to thank Sue for the constant supply of tea and coffee.  We had 
hoped more people would be interested and come to show their 
support. 

All of the above events have been held by the Village Hall and Playing Field committee, for the benefit of the village.  Sadly 
all have been poorly attended (but thoroughly enjoyed by those who did turn up).   It appears that 10% of the village is 
currently supporting events that are put on to fund the hall and field, which many claim to love so much.  So please let us 
know if there are any alternative events that you would like to attend - we welcome your ideas.  As a committee we     
dedicate hours and hours of our time, for free, to preserve the hall and field for everyone in the village to use and enjoy. 
Please make the most of it and help us keep it going. 
 

Mistletoe Fair is next— then please check on posters and the Brentor News Diary for other forthcoming events. 
Sheryl Burroughs, on behalf of BVHPF Committee  

'Pop up Cafe' In Brentor village hall, Friday 13th December  
A yummy selection of Homemade Cakes, Pasties, Soup,  

Sandwiches & Cream teas will be available from 10-2pm.         
We will be serving up a 2 course, festive Christmas lunch 

with all the trimmings, alongside our usual menu.                        
Pre bookings only for the festive lunch, 

ALL WELCOME  
                                                     Millie Bickell    07787994220 



  Brentor News Key Facts 

Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and would like 
the Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net   A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Jane Phelpstead 01822 
810635 croakytoad97@gmail.com in advance of publication.                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone number 
and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. 

Brentor Village website: Contributions or comments are welcome please send to the Editor, Colin Dawes  brentorvillage@btinternet.com 

Editorial team:  John Wheeler, 810083, ajw@brentor.net     Jane Phelpstead, 810635, croakytoad97@gmail.com                                                                       
Emma Curran, 810200, emcurran13@gmail.com    Sue Fraser, 811097, swhitfraser@gmail.com    

Final copy for January edition by December 15th to John Wheeler                                                         
Tel: 01822  810083 Email: ajw@brentor.net 

Church Services Time/Event      Any queries, contact the Churchwardens: 810845 David Harris 

david@brentorchurch.org.uk or Helen Harris  helen@brentorchurch.org.uk ) 

Location 

Sunday 1st December 9.45am  Advent Holy Communion 

3pm Commemoration Service 

Christ Church 

St Michael’s 

Sunday 8th December 9.45am  Advent & Prayer  Christ Church 

Sunday 15th December 9.45am  Advent Holy Communion 

12pm-5pm  Festival of Christmas  

5pm  Carols by Candlelight  

Christ Church            

Christ Church 

Christ Church                                       

Friday 20th December 6pm   Carolling around the village (meet  in Christ Church) Christ Church  

Saturday 22nd December 

Tuesday 24th December  

Christmas Day  

Sunday 29th December 

Sunday 5th January  

9.45am   Nativity Service 

11pm   Midnight Mass  

3pm  Carol Service  

9.45am  New Year Family Service 

3pm  Epiphany Carol Service  

Christ Church 

Christ Church  

St Michael’s 

Christ Church  

St Michael’s 

DECEMBER DIARY  (all events in Village Hall unless otherwise stated) Contact 

Sunday 1st December  10.30am  Tree Planting, Bowden Common (meet by Ash tree) Will Walker-Smith   
860165 

Saturday 7th December                                                                                       10am—3pm   Brentor Mistletoe Fair Margaret Calder      
810344 

Friday 13th December  

 

Sunday 15th December 

10am—2pm   Pop Up Café  (plus pre-bookable Christmas Lunch) 

 

Last date for copy into January Brentor News  

Millie Bickell   
07787994220   

John Wheeler     
810083     

A date for the diary – GREEK EVENING Friday 24th January 2020 at Brentor Village Hall 

 Fundraising event in aid of Medical Volunteers International (MVI), based in Lesbos, Greece.                                                          

Since 2017 Angela and John have spent time working with the refugee crisis in Athens and Lesbos.                                                           

In order to raise funds for MVI we will be holding a Greek evening with delicious food,                                                                                  

a short slideshow and a brief talk on the experiences we’ve encountered in Greece.                                                                          

We would love you to join us. More details in the January Brentor News. 

                                                                                                                                         John Evans—john.brentor@btinternet.com 

FREE for collection - STONE (large and small)  If anyone in the village would like some old stone, then 

Cloberry House on the road to Liddaton has a pile of small stones, roadside outside the garden wall plus another, 

larger pile with bigger stone inside the garden.  Please help yourself or call Donald 07904 909653 for more info. 


