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Auction of Promises
Village Hall and Playing Field fund-raiser

We last had an auction of promises in 2005.  It
proved to be a great success in both raising
funds and providing an entertaining evening
out.  We will be holding another auction before
Easter.   In addition to the usual running costs,
this year we are having to spend out on keep-
ing the adventure playground in good condi-
tion, replacing seats on the equipment, reten-
sioning the zip slide and topping up the wood-
chip with special stuff, as recommended for
playgrounds.  We also need to keep adding to
our funds to be able to deal with increasing Vil-
lage Hall & Playing Field maintenance costs
and              improvements such as more com-
fortable seats, and more useable small tables.
The auction works like this:
People donate for auction things with a value
to others, but which doesn’t cost the donor
anything other than time eg 3 hours of
gardening or DIY, cooking a special meal,
offering a taxi service for an evening.  Last
time we had 25 very varied lots.  Once you
start thinking about what people in the village
could offer it gets quite exciting!  These items
are put up for auction with a reserve or guide
price and all successful bids are donated to the
fund.
So we want to hear from you with what you are
able to promise for the auction.  If you have a
promise to donate or an idea to talk through
please get in touch.
Tim Beavon 810564 jt@blackhen.plus.com                                    

Villages in Action
The  next event coming to Brentor is
‘This Farming Life’ performed by Tom
& Barbara Brown. This Farming Life is
a show that combines silent and sound
film, songs and the spoken word. Tom
& Barbara have worked with the South
West Film and  Television Archive,
some from as early as the early 1920s,
to produce a show which  combines
and integrates the various media in an
unusual and  entertaining way.
Their superb vocals accompanied by
Tom on concertina, guitar, melodeon
and mandola  complement the
delightful archive footage to great  ef-
fect to create a truly  memorable
evening.
This event will take place in the Village
Hall on February 9th at 8.00pm.
Tickets available from Rick Blower on
810600. Adults £5.50 and children
£4.00. This event is suitable for all
those  over the age of 10.

Yoga
Classes will begin again on Tuesday
January 9th in the village hall at 7.30pm
Jennifer Heyworth 810137

Thank You
The Brentor Community Centre would like to thank
the Garden Club for their generous          donation
of £30 towards the running costs of the Brentor
News



Brentor Garden Club : AGM & Social                                                                   
Evening               

On Thursday 14th December, a select
group of members and friends gathered in the
Village Hall for the AGM.  Mike Malleson,
standing in for Lisa Churcher, chaired the
meeting, and was then elected as the new
Chairman.  Other        officers are :
Secretary - Rona Baker
Treasurer - Sue Stephens
Committee Members – Anne Clarke, Sheila
Downs, Jill Lamerton, Liz Rogers.

Mike reported on a successful year, and
thanked the retiring Chairman Lisa Churcher,
Treasurer Kim Landers, and member Loraine
Wardell who organised the 2007 programme.
Kim reported a profitable year, with a healthy
balance, thanks to the monthly raffle, sales table
and refreshments. The annual lunch will be at
the Bearslake Inn, Sourton on 18th January.

After the meeting, we all enjoyed a feast of
mince pies made by committee members,  and
mulled wine prepared by Bill & Loraine
Wardell.  Then followed a seasonal medley of
words and music, providing a sociable and
relaxed end to the year’s activities.  Kim read ‘A
Charm’ from ‘Rewards & Fairies’ by Rudyard
Kipling, then John Wheeler read ‘Rain after
Drought’ by Gertrude Jekyll from the Virago
Book of Women gardeners, and played a
recording by the Albion Band of a song by
Ashley Hutchings entitled ‘This Blessed Plot’.
Anne Clarke read her poem ‘Christmas’ (which
brought tears to her eyes!), and Ron Adkinson
entertained us with the sequel to the story of
Albert and the Lion.  Finally Mike read 2
sonnets by local author Eden Phillpotts.

The coming year offers an interesting
selection of monthly meetings, which we hope
will appeal to a lot of local gardeners, including
a talk on Gardening in the Shade, and one on
Bio-dynamic gardening.  Visitors are welcome,
so if you have not already joined, do come along
and find out more.  Meetings are held in the Vil-
lage Hall, starting at 7.30 p.m., on the 3rd Thurs-
day in the month.  We have a sales table at each
meeting, regular raffles, and plenty of time for
meeting friends and chatting.
Anne Malleson

‘At Home’
Computer Tuition for

Mature Beginners.
Windows, Word, Excel,

internet, e-mail etc.
Anne Malleson

              Tel : 01822 860304

NATURE LIST

Following my recent request for wildlife sightings
in Brentor, I’ve had a few responses and thought
I’d add them to my record of species spotted in
and around the village over the last six years and
publish them in detail next month, (or viewed on
the web www.brentor.net/Charlie’s naturelist),
with the hope more people will help add to the
list. The list covers the village area and Gibbet
Hill, and also includes birds seen flying over the
area. Seventy-eight bird species so far isn’t a
bad start!

Thanks to Simon Martin for his extensive
wildlife list gathered over 25 years with some
interesting sightings including peregrine falcon
and merlin on Gibbet Hill and the rare and
beautiful migratory Oleander Hawkmoth (his
sightings are labelled ‘SM’). Thanks also to Sallie
and Frankie Briggs for their bird list (their sight-
ings labelled ‘SF’), and also to Lucy Churcher for
sharing her records of the Spring arrivals of swal-
lows in Brentor (10/04/05 and 14/04/06) – can
you beat that next April? – and for the family’s
butterfly sightings (labelled ‘C’), and also
contributions from the Wheelers (‘W’), Stuart
MacRostie for his resident barn owl sightings
(‘S’), Rick Blower (RB), and Mike Whitfield and
Ros (‘MW’). My records are those unmarked or
labelled ‘CE’, with personal favourites including a
water rail in 2001 beside stream near village hall
and a huge convolvulus hawkmoth.
There are plenty of gaps I’m sure people can
help fill. For example, has anyone seen a grass
snake? Muntjac deer? Stag beetle? Lesser-
spotted Woodpecker? Dipper? Etc. etc. Email
me at eldercn@aol.com                             



 
Brentor Wine

Evening
Friday 2nd February,

8.00pm Village Hall

For the Brentor Wine Evening this year -
our fourth - we are returning to the
format of the first two, with  informal
presentations from different speakers.

Four guest presenters, three local, one
from afar and all sharing a  common and
deep love of wine….  will each be
presenting their personal choices.

Your very own Sheila Burrows, Simon
Martin and John Drury will be joined by
Peter Powell of the Missenden Wine Circle
to talk about Spanish    Riojas
(definitely), South African wines
(definitely), and (probably) wines with
Scottish and/or Greek  connections.  We
haven’t finally  decided, so come and find
out!
As usual, each presentation will include
tastings of two or three wines and there
will be every opportunity to   discuss,
review and savour the impressions of
these wines on the nose, the palette and
the senses.  We shall also be raffling a
bottle of  something rather good.

This promises to be another  fascinating,
informative and enjoyable evening for all –
early booking   recommended!
Tickets £5.00.

Robin Burdfield – 810412
John Wheeler - 810083

Brentor Parish Council News
The meeting of 4th December

Members of the public were in attendance to ques-
tion changes in footpaths and bridleways, which as
part of the Definitive Map Review, are being re-
viewed by  Devon County Council. The Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 requires the County Council to
keep the Definitive Map of public rights of way under
continuous review and to make modifications where
it appears that routes should be added, regraded or
deleted. A review is currently  being undertaken in
the Parish of Brentor.

Your views and any relevant evidence are sought
on the following suggestions for        modifying
the Definitive Map for Brentor:

• Route 1: Addition of a footpath known as the
Church Path between Shell Park and Christ
Church. Grid ref: SX 4826 8152 to SX 4830
8144

• Route 2: Correction of an anomaly regarding
Footpath No. 4 at South Brentor. Grid ref: SX
4767 8018 to SX 4767 8049

• Route 3: Addition of a bridleway known as
Asheltor Lane between Higher Woodpark
and Bowden Down, including the upgrade of
part of Footpath No. 5a. Grid ref: SX 4731
8309 to SX 4681 8176

More evidence and information is sought on these
routes, from current landowners, former landowners
and anyone who may have used them. If You have
any comments or evidence concerning the sug-
gested addition or any other claimed routes in the
parishes, or wish to comment on or object to the di-
versions, please contact:

Definitive Map Researcher
PROW
Lucombe House, County Hall, Topsham Road
Exeter EX2 4QW
prow@devon.gov.uk Tel 01392 383026                                                              
BY 12th JANUARY 2007                                       

TREASURER NEEDED

I will be standing down as treasurer of the Brentor Village Hall and Playing Fields Committee at the next
AGM after two-and-a-half years. It would be great if someone from the village would like to take on the
role. It involves banking sums from fundraising and hall hire, paying bills and drawing up annual ac-
counts. I can explain in more detail to anyone interested. Please ring me, Charlie Elder, on 810153.



FINAL COPY DATE for the next edition
Wednesday 24th January

Copy to John Wheeler 810003 johnw@brentor.net

Diary Dates
All of the above events will be held at Brentor Village Hall unless otherwise stated.

January
Mondays         2.00pm       Unfinished business                               Anne Clark 810035
Tues     9th       7.30pm      Yoga (start of new term)       Jennifer  810137
Wed     11th     7.30pm      VHPFC Meeting                                        Tim Beavon 810564
Mon      15th     7.30pm      Parish Council meeting                          Pat Blower 810600
Thurs   18th     12.30pm    Gdn Club Annual Lunch Bearslake     Loraine Wardell 810568

February
Fri        2nd       8.00pm        Wine Evening                                      John Wheeler 810003
Fri        9th        8.00pm       This Farming Life VIA event               Rick Blower 810600
Thurs  15th:      7.30pm       Garden Club ‘Mammals of Devon’ by a Devon Wildlife Trust rep.

March  
Thurs      15th    7.30pm      Garden Club ‘The Spring Garden’ by Kenneth Willcock.

Christmas Coffee Morning

I am very pleased to report that we raised £139
for the Village Hall.  Thank you to every one who
helped and an especially big thank you to Anne
Clarke who  generously donated champagne for
the raffle!
Liz Wheeler

A new parish noticeboard has now been purchased and will be erected outside the Village
Hall.
Much discussion was given to the parish precept which was ultimately set at £5240, an
increase on last year as expenses for an election in 2007 had to be taken into account as
well as potential costs involved in the proposed takeover of the Parish Cemetery.
Regarding the proposed takeover of the cemetery, an interim burial committee was
established with a draft management plan whilst discussions with the Methodist Circuit are
ongoing.
War Memorial damage was noted and quotations for repair are being sought.  The Parish
Council has insurance covering the war memorial.
Finally, donations for the Village Hall and Playing Field are to be considered at the next
meeting.  Other donations for the Brentor News, CAB and Ring and Ride were approved.
Please note:  the next meeting is Monday 15 January 7.30pm
Pat Blower
On behalf of the Brentor Parish Council

FOR SALE

Small writing desk with pull down top and four
drawers under. Circa 1930’s in walnut ve-
neer. Good    condition. 98cm high, 50cms

wide by 41cms deep. £20.

Jenny Beavon 810564


