
Extract from the 1765 one inch to the mile map by the surveyor Benjamin Donn

Brentor in the Past
Next door to the shop in the picture was the bakery. Stella 

Claringbold recalled “the lovely aroma coming from the 
bakery as we skip along on our way home from school. There 
saffron cake and bread in vast quantities were baked, not only 
for the village but delivered to many villages around. On a 
fine summer’s day large sieves of sultanas, raisins and currents 
were to be seen drying on the walls of the approach to the 
shop”.

To hear more about life in the village in the past why not 
come along to the Brentor Living Archive Open Evening 
on Thursday 5 July at 7.30 in the village hall. There is 
an opportunity to view the Archive as well as hear talks on 
the work the Group is doing, the history of transport in the 
parish and life in the village at the turn of the 20th century.  
Refreshments will be provided.

For more details contact Mike Whitfield on 810209

Brentor in the Future
In a surprising new twist the Dartmoor National Park has 

formally proposed to the Secretary of State that Brentor be placed 
in the same planning and development category as Mary Tavy.

On June 8th, the Park Authority submitted their Core Strategy 
for planning and development for the years 2009 – 2026 to the 
Secretary of State for independent examination. This follows a 
‘preferred options’ version of the same document to which many 
people in Brentor responded last year.  

This ‘submission’ version of the Core Strategy identifies two 
tiers of community development. These are (1) a Local Centre 
category  (such as Princetown and Yelverton), and (2) a Rural 
Settlements category which includes Mary Tavy, Lydford and 
North Brentor.

Priorities in the Rural Settlements category are for small 
scale housing and business development. The concern for many, 
particularly those close to the centre of Brentor, is that open 
spaces and fields are now at more risk from developers than any 
time over the last 30 years.

A full copy of the submission version of the Core Strategy can 
be obtained form the DNP or viewed online at www.dartmoor-
npa.gov.uk. Type ‘Core Strategy development plan’ in the search 
box and press return.

Representations can be made about the Core Strategy but 
should be made on forms available online or from the DNP by 
July 27th. The DNP merely collate the feedback for subsequent 
consideration by the independent examiner. These forms should 
be sent to:-   Chris France, Director of Planning Parke, Bovey 
Tracey, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ13 9JQ

Brentor Village Playground - 
 Maintenance  Day on 8th July

Following the successful working party at the Village Hall, 
the Committee are to hold a maintenance day at the Playground 
on Sunday 8th July, to tidy things up before the summer 
holidays. The day will commence at 10.00am, and will go on 
for approx 2 hours, or as long as there are volunteers. Tasks to 
be undertaken will include:- mowing the areas that the tractor/
mower can’t get to, strimming the overgrown mounds, tidying 
up the willow tunnel (by strimming, tying in and pruning), 
raking the woodchip under the play equipment, retying the 
small trees where necessary, etc………….

If you have time and effort to offer, and particularly, 
strimmers, mowers, loppers, secateurs, rakes, steps, ladders 
etc…….. please give me a ring, in order that that I can co-
ordinate the tasks.

Alan Smith - 810143 

Summer Barbecue
Friday 13 July  6pm  Village Hall
Everyone is invited, come and celebrate summer!

Plenty of sausages and burgers (meat and vegetarian) 
to enjoy with salads. Please feel free to bring your own 
drinks if you prefer something alcoholic.  Any offers 
of help, in donating salads, cooking  etc would be really 
appreciated.

Sheryl on 870554  or Pat 810600
See you there. Proceeds to Village Hall & Playing Field.

Friday Pub nights
Advance Notice:  the first Friday in the month beginning 
7 September is Pub Night in the Village Hall.   We will 
have skittles, darts and other games.  There will be an 
entrance fee of £3 and bring your own drink ! 

More details in next Brentor News, but update your 
diaries now  - Village Hall and Playing Field Committee
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Brentor Garden 
Club

On Thursday 21st June the gardening club members 
and friends were treated to an evening of flower arranging 
and useful floral tips by guest Vivienne Thompson.  After 
days of torrential rain it really was a ray of sunshine to see 
her create four very different arrangements so quickly with 
cut flowers that most of us were familiar with.

The first created in a hollow log with ferns, ivy, 
loosestrife and yellow roses; the second being a more 
formal arrangement for a summer tea table set in a bowl 
of cherubs canopied with sprays of pinks and greens; the 
next in a huge basket  was  looser and very natural with 
ferns laurel, hydrangea heads and carnations, and lastly 
a modern sculpture with spikey phormium leaves, some 
curled and stapled and arum lilies.

I think we all went away inspired perhaps to try this 
ourselves, as she showed us how to be creative without 
spending a small fortune!

Ruth Hazell
July
On Thursday 19th July, we will meet at Endsleigh 
Garden Nursery, Milton Abbott  at 6.30 p.m. for a 
1 hour tour.  Please arrange to share transport, and 
encourage other Garden Club members to join us.

Anne & Mike Malleson - 860304

The Methodist Chapel
As many of you will have noticed work has begun on the old 

Methodist  Church. I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself (the new  owner) and explain what you can expect.

My wife Kirsty and I purchased  the Church some 18 
months ago, both with a view to living in it with our  three 
children and as part of our business as property developers. 
With a  background in historic building conservation and a 
speciality in restoring  and converting Listed churches this is 
just my sort of project.

As you may know the National Park Authority have a 
policy of opposing  residential re-use of buildings of this 
kind in villages such as Brentor and therefore after protracted 
negotiations it was agreed to convert the church  into a Live/
Work Unit. You may be forgiven for wondering what exactly 
this  is and what its place in the village could be. Let me set 
your mind at rest.  What this means in practice is that the 
Sunday School will become a house  with the church attached 
to it becoming space for the inhabitants to run a  business from, 
be that furniture making or accountancy.

I hope to talk to the Parish  Council to gain support so 
that together we may be able to persuade the National Park 
Authority to  reconsider wholly residential use of the building. 
One hopes this would  provide sufficient space for family living 
and a greater benefit to the  community. In the meantime you 
can all watch the rebirth of this much loved  building as we 
work to restore it and prepare it for new uses. 

Geoffrey Everett-Brown

Photo - George Sutton

Tapas Night
Our apologies for the cancellation to those who booked 

but we felt that we had insufficient numbers to make the 
event viable. However watch this space, we will have 
another go at a future date.

Dave Williams VH Committee

CURIOUS DARTMOOR
What an interesting evening we had.  Paul was so 

enthusiastic about the  subject (though I think he is like that 
about anything to do with Dartmoor)  and he made it a really 
enjoyable evening. Hopefuly we will get him to come  back 
again to do another subject. Thank you to all who came, we 
made £60 towards fund raising for the Village  Hall.

Sheryl  870554 (new number)

Brentor Show - 1st September
The theme for this years show is The Green Planet and 

some of the classes fall under this category.
Fruit, vegetables and cookery classes will mainly stay the 

same – and this year include a children-only class to exhibit 
their own tomatoes.

The cookery section includes a Green Cake – let your 
imagination fly: the only stipulation is that it should be 
edible!  All ingredients must be listed.

The handicraft section has a class for a Garment Made 
Out of Recycled Materials.  You may need to visit a few 
jumble sales or start unpicking an old sweater to get some 
basic materials.

Another change this year will be the sale of produce after 
judging.  Instead of an auction we will be making up fixed 

priced boxes of fruit, vegetables and cakes etc or individual 
jars of preserves for you to choose.  We hope this will speed up 
the process and encourage those of you who were previously 
too shy to make a bid!

NB – you should by now have received a copy of the 
Schedule and entry form: please contact Lisa or Sue if you 
have not.

We are currently working on an exciting programme of 
events for your entertainment and as usual we are counting on 
your support.  Despite the dreadful weather last year the people 
of Brentor made the show a great success.  Just think what we 
could do if the sun shines!

Lisa – 810473, Sue 860374, 
Kate – 810287, Judy - 810375



BOWDEN DOWN
Parish of Brentor
Borough of West Devon
County of Devon

NOTICE is hereby given of the intention of the 
undermentioned Association to ERECT FENCING upon 
certain parts containing 400 square metres or thereabouts 
of BOWDEN DOWN around mine workings at grid 
references SX 464819 & SX 466820, and to apply under 
Section 194 of the Law of Property Act 1925 to the 
Secretary of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs for 
CONSENT to the erection of the proposed fencing.

A copy of the application form and map showing 
the position of the proposed fences, may be inspected 
at the West Devon Borough Council Offices, Kilworthy 
Park, Tavistock and at the West Devon Borough Council 
Okehampton Customer Services Centre between the 
hours of 10am and 4pm from Monday to Friday each 
week (public holidays excepted) until the TWENTY 
SIXTH day of July. The information is also available on 
the West Devon Borough Council web site.

Any objections or representations relating to the 
proposed erection of fencing should be submitted in 
writing ON or BEFORE that date to: Department of 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Zone 1/05, Temple 
Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 
6EB quoting reference CYD3.

Please note that any representations made to the 
Department cannot be treated as confidential. They will 
be copied to the applicant and may be disclosed to other 
interested parties.

Dr Michael Whitfield, Hon Secretary

The Bowden Down and Liddaton Down
Commons Association
Registered Charity Number 1108422
Park House, Brentor
Tavistock, PL19 0NF

Dear Brentor,

On behalf of all at CHICKS, Moorland Retreat and the 
children that have had the pleasure of visiting this beautiful 
village, we would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ for making us 
so welcome.

The children, generally from the concrete jungle of an inner 
city, are enthralled and amazed (although rarely speechless!) 
by the open sky, fresh air and space. All the children are 
disadvantaged in some way, or they are child carers, and this 
will be the only holiday they get this year. Often, the break at 
CHICKS is the only holiday they have ever had.

Our activities include swimming, riding, climbing, archery, 
surfing and visits to adventure parks etc. These activities 
are usually held at specialist centres away from Moorland 
Retreat and the local area. 

We take a maximum of 16 children, 8 boys and 8 girls in the 
8-11 and 12-15 age groups. The children come from all over 
the UK and the respite break is free to the child, the parent(s) 
and the referring authority.

Our financial support is based around individual donations, 
trusts and funds, corporate sponsors and events. We receive 
no government funding. We also make great use of an army of 
fantastic volunteers who may help on our camps, or perform 
miracles in the kitchen garden, assist in some administrative 
capacity or raise funds at self-organised events.

But the focus is clearly on the children, their well-being and 
safety, and the building of trust that so often has been abused, 
sometimes by the very people who should have the best 
interests of the child at heart.     

We appreciate that during team-building challenges and 
games, an excited group can occasionally be quite vocal 
in their fun and support of their team. This understandable 
exuberance and the encouragement of others is a result of an 
increase in the children’s self-awareness and self-esteem. We 
do, however, try to keep the decibel levels to an acceptable 
level.

Thank you once again for your support, if anyone would like 
to become more involved with CHICKS or would like to know 
more about our operation and ethos please contact us directly 
on 01822 811020 or visit our website www.chicks.org.uk 

Rod Webb-Taylor (Operations Manager)

CHICKS Summer Fayre
CHICKS would like to invite everyone to our 2007 

Summer Fayre on Saturday 7th July. With live music from 
local Caribbean influenced steel band ‘Real Steel’, cakes 
and refreshments, bouncy castle, craft stalls, falconry 
display, BBQ, raffle and much more, we hope you will be 
able to join us for a fun filled day! Entry is free and the 
day will run from 11am – 3pm at our Moorland Retreat. We 
look forward to seeing you there. All proceeds excluding 
business stalls to CHICKS (Country Holidays for Inner 
City Kids) registered charity no.1080953. 

Hannah Mayne - 811020
hannah@chicks.org.uk

Cricket lovely Cricket....
Well, the 2007 cricket season starts on the 1st May for the 

merry band  of cricket fanatics that calls themselves: “West 
Devon Cricket Club”.  New for us for this season is a two 
team approach – a league team and a  friendly side. The goal 
for the league side is to win a game in the  league, whereas 
the friendly side is focussed on the after cricket  drinks.

We have matches from May right through into late 
August. We are also  welcoming Tavistock 3rds, Launceston 
3rds, Plymouth City Housing and  Plymouth City Transport, 
who are also making use of the ground – I am  sure that the 
village will make them most welcome.

Of course we are always looking for new players; ability 
is not a  necessity; just a good attitude and enjoyment of the 
game is enough! If  you want any further details, just let me 
know on Brentor 810813.

Andy Hay, Skipper West Devon Cricket Club

July matches - see  the back page!



FINAL COPY DATE - for the August edition
Monday 23rd July - to Mike Whitfield e-mail: mikewhit@btinternet.com

Diary Dates - All events at the Village Hall unless stated otherwise

Mondays 2.00pm Unfinished Business Sue Stephens  860374 
Tuesdays 7.30pm Yoga (see ad. above) Jennifer Heyworth 810137

July
Thu  5th 7.30pm Archive Open Evening Mike Whitfield 810209
Mon  9th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Robin Burdfield 810412
Sun  8th 10.00am Playground Maintenance Alan Smith 810143
Fri  13th 6.00pm Summer BBQ Sheryl 870554
Thu  19th 6.30pm Garden Club - meet at Endsleigh Garden Nursery Anne Malleson 860304
Mon  23rd 6.00pm Special VHPCC Meeting Tim Beavon 810564

August
Tuesdays 7.30pm Yoga (see ad. above) Jennifer Heyworth 810137

September
Sat  1st 2.00pm? The Brentor Show Lisa Churcher 810473
Fri  7th 8.00pm? Pub Night Dave Williams 810375
Tue  11th 7.30pm Yoga - term starts 

West Devon Cricket Club - July Matches
01 Ply. City Transport TBC Friendly Brentor 2:00
03 WDCC Sticklepath Evening Sticklepath 6:30
07 Tavi 3rds Milton Abbot Sat. League Brentor 2:00
10 Werrington B WDCC Inter League Werrington 6:30
12 Elephant’s Nest WDCC Friendly Horndon 6:30
14 Launceston 3rds Lewdown Sat. League Brentor 2:00
17 Lydford WDCC Inter League Lydford 6:30
19 Ply. City Housing WDCC Friendly Plymstock 2:00
21 Tavi 3rds Werrington Sat. League Brentor 2:00
22 Ply. City Transport TBC Friendly Brentor 2:00
24 WDCC Milton Abbot Evening Brentor 6:30
28 Tavi 3rds Yelverton Sat. League Brentor 2:00
31 WDCC Mark Park A Evening Brentor 6:30

The Mystery Cat....
Over the course of several months our 

property has been visited, on an almost daily 
basis, by a black tom cat. It is entering the house, 
seeking food, and on occasion attacking our 
cat. Enquiries to neighbouring properties have 
drawn a blank as to ownership of the cat. One theory is that this 
could be a feral cat.

I have contacted the Cat Protection League for advice. Their 
recommendation is to come out to our house, trap the cat; neuter; 
and then try to find a new home for it.

Please contact me if you believe that you are the owner of the 
cat, otherwise I shall be contacting the Cat Protection League.

Rick Blower 810600

Yoga        Yoga goes Drop-In for 
Summer!, 
Brentor Village Hall, Tuesdays 
July 31st, August 7th, 14th 
and 21st at 7.30 p.m.

  
All Welcome - just turn up with your mat 
and blanket - £5 per session.

Jennifer Heyworth 810137

Brentor News Distribution
If you would like The Brentor News to be sent to you on-line as a PDF, send your request via email to johnw@brentor.net. 
A small donation would be appreciated from those outside the parish.

❋

A reminder that all advertising copy and payment should be sent to Mike Whitfield in advance of publication.


