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Jean Whitfield Memorial Walk –
final reminder
This year’s Brentor village walk will be the
23rd and we hope to add significantly to
the total of more than £20,000 that we
have raised for the    Plymouth and District
Leukemia Fund over the years through
these enjoyable events.

By popular request we are again using the
South Brentor, Langstone, Burnville and
Moorland     footpaths. If you cannot find a
sponsor, don't worry, just come along for
the walk and enjoy the countryside, the
spring flowers, the companionship and the
fresh air.

If you cannot join the walk please help us
by sponsoring somebody who will be walk-
ing. A Sponsorship Form was enclosed
with the April Brentor News. Every penny
raised will be passed on to the Plymouth
and District Leukemia Fund for  use at
Derriford Hospital.
The walk starts at the Village Hall
11.00am       Saturday 17th May.

Mike Whitfield 810 209

TAVISTOCK MUSIC AND ARTS
FESTIVAL ARTIST MARKET
Bedford square, Tavistock
Artists and craftsmen exhibiting in the
square with work for sale
SATURDAY 3rd MAY 9am-4pm
Jennie Hale  (jennie@jenniehale.co.uk)

Brentor Village Hall and Playing Field
AGM

This will take place on Wednesday, 7 May starting
at 7.30 in the village hall. As well as considering
the brief formal reports from the Chairman and
Secretary this is your chance to find out about
plans for the coming year. If you want to put
forward your thoughts and ideas – perhaps on new
activities to take place or on the way the hall and
playing field is run – then please come along and
join in.

Tim Beavon  810564  jt@blackhen.plus.com

              CURRY SUPPER-
              Friday 16th May, 7pm

I hope you have the date in your diary for
this enjoyable social evening.
Don't forget to let me know if you are able
to help by making a curry or other tasty
dish for the table.

It would be helpful for those wanting to
come to give me a ring but we can always
cater for those who forget!

The 'Curry Supper' is a relaxing evening,
do come along to enjoy the tasty food and
good company. Suggested donation per
adult for the evening is £5 and at your
discretion for  children. All funds raised
will be sent to the charity Christian Aid.

Sue Rhodes - tel.810403



Brentor Garden Club   Thursday 21st
March at 7.30pm

Pictorial Garden Record with Dennis Madge.

Dennis Madge uses his enthusiasm for photogra-
phy to beautifully portray his other love-gardens
and flowers; in particular Camelias, Magnolias and
Rhodderdenderons. He began photography in 1970
and became a voluntary photographer for the
National Trust in 1992, working mostly in
Cornwall.

Our evening with him began with a 'stroll' through
a marquee at The Hampton Court Flower Show in
2002. There was a vivid array of Begonias,
Orchids,Fushias,Geraniums, Acers and so much
more. The most endearing garden shed was just
crying out for someone to 'put the kettle on'.

A garden themed on Peter Rabbit was a delight and
garden furniture made from driftwood was quite
startling.

From Hampton Court we travelled to Marwood
Hill Gardens near Barnstaple, with more lovely
Camelias and Azaleas. But the scene was stolen by
the largest brood of ducklings I've ever seen under
intensive training from their devoted mother.

Dennis also showed images of his own garden
which he has cultivated within the boundary of a
small quarry. He has many stunning features in his
garden including 21 different Camelias and 15
assorted Hostas.

This was a most enjoyable and relaxing evening.

Rona Baker

St Michael’s Church

It is that wonderful time of year again when we
can enjoy having services in our beloved
Brentor Church on the Hill.From now until the
end of September evensong is held at 6.30pm
every Sunday.It is especially important for new
visitors and all who attend to see the work that
has to be done in order to restore the old
church to its former glory.Surveyors have
been employed, as they are every 5 years and
find that a lot of the pointing and some roof
work has to be done.To this end we have to
raise £35,000 for this urgent work.Any
donations, suitably gift aided towards this
would be gratefully received by our Treasurer
Sue Rhodes Brentor Station, Brentor PL19
0LP

Pizza and Skittles Night
Brentor Village Hall
Friday 6 June
7pm to 8.30 for the food

We are making homemade pizza bases and
providing lots of different toppings for you to
design your own pizza that will be cooked on
site  (in the lovely new cooker/range) .  Salad
and garlic bread included.   Bring your own
drink.    Skittles competition will be ongoing
during the evening.   A great event for all
ages, only £6.00 per person to include all the
food and of course skittles.   In order to inform
catering, please ring Sarah Walker Smith if
you plan to attend on 860165.
See you there.  All proceeds to the Village Hall
funds.
Pat Blower for VHPF Committee

11 years coaching for the 11+
Excellent results.

If you are thinking about the 11+ in
2009,

for your son or daughter,
now is the time to start tuition.

Tel: 810487

Oh How We Laughed!

 at Matt Harvey’s side splitting rendering of his
poems. We were so lucky that the Brentor
Community Centre and Villages in Action
were able to put on an event of this calibre.
The Village Hall roof must have been raised by
the ensuing non stop laughter.  If ever we are
lucky enough to have Matt back again, I would
urge everybody to go to see him for
themselves.  He really is too good to miss!
So thank you BCC for a brilliant evening.

Joan Smith



Mary Tavy & Brentor Community Primary
School,

Mary Tavy, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 9PR

Our School currently has 76 children on roll
the highest for many, many years.  Our staff,
Parents and Governors, PTA and Friends
work tirelessly for the good of our children.
We are really pleased with the building
improvements, especially in the Devon Lady
Building.  Our next projects are to improve the
main school toilets and our kitchen.
We take the idea of recycling very seriously
and each class and the office regularly use
their recycling boxes.  One of our children,
Haze, was a winner in the recent West Devon
recycling competition and his logo is seen on
their recycling vehicles.
We also pride ourselves in our fund raising
achievements.  Last term Lizzy, Jemima, Izzy
and Kitty organised a Coffee Morning in aid of
Operation Sunshine and Sports Relief.  They
raised £107.22 and the girls would like to
thank everyone in the Community for
supporting the event.
We would also like to thank the teams that
entered our recent Quiz Night.  Well done to
Burnt Out the overall winners.
We held a very Successful Book Week to
coincide with World Book Day, our theme for
the week was Sleeping Beauty.  Lots of
activities took place during the week including
the children dressing up as a character from
the book and watching Class 3’s own version
of Sleeping Beauty.
Towards the end of the term children entered
an Easter Bonnet Competition and the judges
had a very difficult task as the entries were so
good.
We are a very busy school and already have
lots of plans for this term.
We continue to celebrate St George’s Day
with the children coming to school dressed as
an English writer, poet or sportsperson with a
roast at lunch time and afternoon tea later in
the day.  The children also found out about
their character.
We will also celebrate May Day with the chil-
dren finding out about May Day customs and
electing a May Queen.
Our Junk Band,  brilliantly led by Miss
Dawkins, have already had several successful
public performances.  Come along to our Sum-
mer Fayre on Friday 4th July at 6.00pm at the
School and you’ll hear the band play live!

  They will also be performing in Cornwall at
the beginning of June.
The whole School will be taking part in a
County Music Day in Exeter in June.
Our Sports Day is on 19th June and we hope
to take a team to the West Devon Tag Rugby
competition in May.

This is just a small snapshot of life at our
School – a very happy but busy place.

CHARITY RUN FOR
MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS

I am running in the Plymouth Half Marathon
on Sunday May 25th and raising money for the
Multiple Sclerosis Society. I would be very
grateful for any donations to help the society in
its important work. I plan to match any local
donations given with a similar donation to
Brentor Village Hall up to a total of £200 so
any gifts will be helpful to Brentor too. Please
contact me by phone or send any donations to
my home or you can drop them in at Abbey
Surgery in Tavistock. Thank you.

John Evans, The Coppice, Brentor, PL19 0LR
Tel: 810629

The Brentorians - Out of Focus

Another memorable evening out, infact so
memorable that you keep remembering the
parts played by people you thought you knew!
Sue Rhodes (I'm sorry to pick on just one per-
former), you just wonder what she will do next
year, she was so funny. We look out for John
around the village with his camera, beware of
any talks he may offer to give! All the cast
made it so amusing.
Not a spare seat in the hall on any evening and
no wonder. Through lots of hard work in front
of and behind the scenes, it was another really
successful presentation. Well done to all. Can't
wait 'til the next one.
Sheryl and Keith Burroughs
Townlake



Diary Dates
All of the above events will be held at Brentor Village Hall unless otherwise stated.

May
Tuesdays 7.30pm Yoga               Jennifer  810137
Saturday 3rd 9.00am-4.0pm Tavistock artistic Market , Bedford Square

Tavistock
Sunday 4th 9.45am                      Church Service: Christchurch
Sunday 4th 6.30pm                  Church service: St Michael’s
Wednesday  7th 7.30pm          Brentor Village Hall AGM
Sunday 11th 6.30pm                  Church service: St Michael’s
Monday 12th May 7.30pm  Brentor Commons Association AGM
Monday 12th 8.00pm          Introduction to Workshop under the Sky
Thursday 15th 7.30pm                  Garden Club; Fun with Fuschias

                 Mike Malleson 860304
Friday 16th 7.00pm                  Curry Supper  Sue Rhodes 810403
Saturday 17th 11.00am                    Jean Whitfield Memorial walk
Sunday 18th 9.45am                  Church Service: Chritchurch
Sunday 18th 6.30pm                      Church Service: St Michael’s
Thursday 23rd 8.30pm                      Bat Walk  Bowden Down
Saturday 24th 5.45am                      Dawn Chorus Walk  Bowden Down 
Sunday 25th 6.30pm

June
Tuesdays 7.30pm Yoga           Jennifer 810137
Friday 6th 8.00pm Pizza and Skittles Night  Pat  810600
Saturday 14th Brentor Garden Club; Garden Trail

Mike Malleson 860304
Thursday 19th 7.30pm Garden Club. How to grow Herbs

Mike Malleson 860304

Directions:
In the centre of Dartmoor
B3212 Two Bridges – Postbridge
Opening hours:
Every day but Wednesday
10am – 5pm
Tel: 01822 880263

Beautiful, useful, hand-made items for
the home. Made the traditional way
from clay, willow, wood and more.
Buy a unique present for Christmas.
On misty Dartmoor days shop online.
Cream Teas June – September in the
courtyard.

www.powdermillspottery.com

Final Copy Date for the next edition Sunday 25th May to
John Wheeler 810083, johnw@brentor.net
Advertising copy to Mike Whitfield 810209

mikewhit@btinternet.com with £5 per insertion.



      ‘At Home’

Computer Tuition for
Mature Beginners.
Windows, Word, Excel,

internet, e-mail etc.
Anne Malleson

               Tel : 01822 860304

Brentor Annual Parish Meeting

Councillor Margaret Garton, deputy leader of
West Devon Borough Council , addressed the
Brentor Annual Parish Meeting on important
changes affecting the governance of people of
Devon.

Last year the government minister responsible,
referred back the bid by Exeter for Unitary
status , and requested options and alternative
proposals. It was made clear that these alterna-
tives were to be for Unitary Authorities, mean-
ing that Borough Councils would cease to exist
and that all services and functions currently
provided by Devon County Council and West
Devon Borough Council would in   future be
delivered by a single authority. The time-scales
for this change are very tight and WDBC,
along with 20 other authorities have already
produced their 20 preferred options, currently
being assessed behind closed doors, and by
July a short-list of three will be selected. At
this stage a public consultation exercise lasting
6 weeks will be undertaken before a final deci-
sion is made.
The option that Plymouth has suggested means
that Tavistock would become part of Greater
Plymouth.

The West Devon Borough Council’s preferred
option builds on already close links with South
Hams and Teignbridge. A joint proposal has
been submitted which proposes five Unitaries
in Devon, being Plymouth, Torbay, Greater
Exeter, North and Mid Devon, South Devon
and Dartmoor.

Brentor would come under South Devon and

Dartmoor in a rural unitary authority  comprising
285,000 people.
Mrs. Garton made it clear that support from
Parishes and Parish Councils was vital and at the
meeting a vote was taken to support the West
Devon Borough Council’s proposals.
It is anticipated that all these matters will be
resolved in time for elections in May 2009, and
that thereafter West Devon Borough Council will
be no more.
Parish Councils and Parish boundaries are
unaffected by these changes.

Following the presentation by Councillor    Garton,
an impressive number of  representatives of Vil-
lage organisations gave presentations on their ac-
tivities, showing how vibrant a community we
have in Brentor. The two visiting WDBC council-
lors      expressed    surprise and delight at how ac-
tive (and young) the Parish of Brentor appears.
Thereafter, various comments, representations and
proposals were forwarded for consideration by the
council including another litter bin close to the
moor, a village website, a system for the exchange
of surplus garden produce and policies concerning
commercial notices in the bus shelter.

Robin Burdfield - 810412

New lease of life for Liddaton Pond

A proposal from the Brentor Commons As-
sociation has resulted in a University of
Plymouth   Community Research Award to
plan the clean-up and restoration of the
pond on Liddaton Down.

Devon County Council funded a detailed
biodiversity survey by ‘Pond Conservation’
of Oxford Brookes University in 2007
which identified it as a site of high
conservation value on a national scale.
The pond has suffered from years of illegal
dumping and the joint study with the
University of Plymouth will assess the
damage caused. This will help us to draft a
management plan for the revival of this
important wildlife site and to raise funds to
secure its future.

If you want to be involved in this interest-
ing work please contact me for further de-
tails.
Mike Whitfield



Rediscover your Common Land
The Brentor Commons Association and ‘Workshops Under the Sky’ (WUTS), run by the artist &
potter Jennie Hale have been awarded a grant of £6,000 by the Dartmoor Sustainable Development
Fund for a series of four seasonal Environmental Awareness Workshops on Bowden Down in
2008/09. The workshops will involve scientists and artists working together with local participants
to raise awareness of the diversity of the wildlife on the Down through direct observation and
interpretation.
A three day event will take place each season during which participants will join scientists from
the University of Plymouth and specialists from various wildlife organisations to identify and
survey animals, birds, insects and plants that live on the Down and sessions will be held in the
evenings for bats & moths. A group of artists and scientists will work with the participants to
develop a visual and written record of the diversity of life on Bowden Down in that season. A
domed tent (or yurt) will be set up to provide a base for the interpretive work on each occasion.
Help us discover the species of this special habitat and the ecosystems that support them. All of
your discoveries will contribute towards the management plan for the commons and your drawings
and paintings will build diaries and information boards so that everyone can share our findings.

Monday May 12th
Introduction to the Workshops under the Sky

by Jennie Hale

Illustrated by displays & slide shows

Refreshments
8.00pm in the Village Hall

Open Meeting of the Brentor Commons Association
All are welcome

Thursday 22nd May
Daytime              
Workshops for local educational establishments between 10 am - 4pm.

Evening              
Bat Walk*
with Helen Shaw of Devon Bat group – using bat detectors
Meet at 8.30pm at the yurt on Bowden Down (opposite the ash tree)

Friday 23rd May
Daytime              
Workshops for local educational establishments between 10 am - 4pm.

Saturday 24th May
Dawn Chorus Walk*
with John  Randall and Jennie Hale
Meet at 5.45am at the yurt on Bowden Down (opposite the ash tree)
Bring binoculars if you have them and hot drinks and a snack to have back at the yurt after the
walk.

Daytime              
Open Day when all      are welcome to join the workshops between 10 am - 4pm.

*For these events please book so we have an idea of numbers
Mike Whitfield (tel 810 209, brentorcommons@btinternet.com                                                      ).


