
BRENTOR  SHOW 
2pm SATURDAY  6TH SEPTEMBER 

We look forward to seeing everyone enjoying themselves 
at this year’s Brentor Show.

A few final reminders to assist a smooth running:

◆  Please could all last year’s cup holders return their 
trophies, if not already done so to Judy, Kate or Sue.
◆  Please note that this year’s closing date for all 
entries is Wednesday 3rd September.
◆  All exhibits must be in place between 8 am & 10am 
Saturday 6th ready for judging. 

Fingers crossed for a fine sunny day for  an “Olympian” 
show.

Post Brentor Show
From 6pm in the Village Hall & marquee, the show 
committee would like to invite you to join us for an 
informal relaxed friendly evening. Just bring your own 
plate of food & drink. We provide the atmosphere.

Judy Baxter 810375, Kate Kelly 810287
Sue Stephens 860374.

BOOKS,   BOOKS,   BOOKS........

Have you ever thought it's time some of your old 
books should go? Well now is the perfect opportunity. 
The Book Stall at the Brentor Village Show needs 
whatever books you care to donate. 

Please contact Helen or Robin on 810412 and we will 
collect, or if you prefer you can drop them off.

Helen de Carles  -  810412
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A Website for Brentor

The meeting on 11 August was very positive and 
optimistic - it was immediately evident that no one doubted 
that a website for Brentor would be a Good Thing.  

Tim Beavon chaired the meeting and everyone spoke in 
favour and/or offered to help in some way (including Adrian 
Hepworth who has set up sites for Mary Tavy and Lydford). 
John Wheeler spoke about IT and financial issues and Alan 
Ray-Jones on his experience of managing another website 
and his offer to do the same for Brentor.  It is likely that the 
Drupal Community Content Management System (CMS) 
will be used. 

A possible structure was discussed, also the possible 
content, and the main business for the evening was to decide 
how the editorial work would be divided up.  

After discussion, it seemed probable that about 15 
editors would be needed, each writing on their specialised 
subject or organisation.  Several names suggested were not 
at the meeting, so are subject to consent, and others will be 
decided by village committees. Each will be sent a brief as 
soon as possible and asked to contribute relevant text and 
illustrations. 

It was agreed that Alan Ray-Jones (as organiser cum 
general editor) and John Wheeler (as website developer) 
should go ahead right away.  Hopefully the new site will be 
online in the first half of 2009. 

Alan Ray-Jones – 810606

Update - since the meeting, we have progressed a bit.  
The domain name brentorvillage.org has been registered, an 
account for web space to host the site has been opened with 
a local provider, and the Drupal system has been installed  
ready for us to get to know it...... 

In the meantime a "holding" page has been placed on 
our new site - go to www.brentorvillage.org

- JW

COFFEE MORNING AND PRODUCE SALE - WITH A DIFFERENCE!
- SATURDAY 18th OCTOBER 10.00 – 12.30 

We are holding a coffee morning and cake sale on 18th October. Not only will you have an opportunity to have a 
cup of coffee and purchase delicious home made cakes but you can also bring along your own produce to sell on a 
50/50 basis.  If you are lucky enough to have a glut of fruit or veg in your garden why not start making some chutney, 
jam, mincemeat, pickles or relishes to bring along and sell at the coffee morning. You can also sell home grown fruit, 
veg, pots of herbs, winter salads etc.

There will be an apple crusher, press and pasteuriser working during the morning to turn windfalls into juice. This 
can be drunk fresh, frozen or pasturised.

The event is to raise funds for Brentor Village Hall and Playing Fields. For more information contact :
Will Walker-Smith - 860165 email s.walker-smith@tiscali.co.uk - or - Joan Smith 810143

(Class 25....)



Brentor Garden
Club

The next two meetings of  the 
garden Club will be:

Thursday 18th September - “Cottage Garden Plants”
Thursday 16th October - “Four Seasons”                

Mike Malleson 860304

Parish Council News

The meeting held on July 21st was attended as usual by 
the Mayor of West Devon Borough Council, Terry Pearce, 
also by our local Devon County Councillor, Christine 
Marsh, and two parishioners, who each addressed the 
council.

The first matter concerned the school bus to Mary 
Tavy and Brentor School. The council agreed to write to 
Devon County Council to try to persuade them to allow 
unused places on the school bus to be used by pupils 
from Mary Tavy who wished to visit friends in Brentor. 
This long standing practise has recently been stopped by 
Devon C.C.

The council also heard on matters relating to the 
new Village Hall. General support was expressed to the 
endeavour of finding a suitable and appropriate outcome.

The Boundary Committee, charged with recommending 
proposals for changing local government in Devon, 
has provisionally come out in favour of a single Devon 
Unitary Authority. The West Devon District Council 
proposal failed to make the short list. The Parish Council, 
along with any other member of the public, has until 
September 26th to make representations to the Boundary 
Committee. The Parish Council put off making any 
decision on the matter until further meetings had been 
attended.

Meanwhile, the council has communicated with the 
owner of the field behind the bus shelter and the hedge 
there has now been cut. The recent wet weather has 
highlighted several water course/ditch problems. If you 
spot a problem adjacent to the road, contact the Devon 
CC Highways Department. They have recently been very 
responsive. There has been less success with action on the 
ditches protecting the single track road leading from the 
cattle grid near the old School House to Burn Lane, along 
the stretch from the old quarry to the foot of Gibbet Hill. 
The main problem is in finding any agency or body which 
will accept any responsibility for the ditches. 

It was reported that the Public Rights of Way committee 
had reached a decision on three routes in the Parish. They 
are:-

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Monday 
September 22nd at the Village Hall, starting at 7:30pm.

Robin Burdfield  -  810412

1. Shell Park to the Old School, - proposed route will not 
be adopted

2. Route in S. Brentor from Cross Trees running north 
will be added to the list of streets and removed as a 
footpath

3. Route through Ashelton wood and Bowden Down to 
be added as a restricted byway.

Brentor Summer Camp 2008
 
A big thankyou to all those who helped make our 
third summer camp such a success. We enjoyed 
friendship, lots of laughter and fun despite the wettest 
August on record. The theme was Pirates and we 
hope the village will see the results of our efforts at 
the forthcoming village show, when we hope they will 
help chose a name for our pirate boat.

Sally Wetherbee

This year I  went to Brentor Summer Camp for 
the first time.  There were lots of my friends 
there with their mums and dads.
The things i liked were...

singing by the camp fire even though i`ve got a 
bad singing voice, 
- and building the pirate ship, watching the 
sides getting higher and higher.

I also liked the Treasure hunt when we looked 
in the wood and in the field for things like 
feathers, leaves and small stones that were on 
our list.

I liked it because I had never seen so many 
people all together all having fun!

I hope next year there will be nicer weather 
even though I enjoyed the rain quite alot.

Rebekah Libby

Drawn to the Valley
Along with other artists in the area, Gaye Martin 
will be opening her studio as part of  the “Drawn to 
the Valley”  Open Studios from the 30th August to 
7th September.  If anyone wishes to visit her studio 
in the gardens of The Old Vicarage, the opening 
times are; 10am to 5pm weekdays, 2.00pm to 5.00pm 
Saturdays and Sundays. Directories listing all the 
other artists can be found in many pubs and shops 
in and around Tavistock, and there will also be 

signs to the various open 
studios dotted around the 
countryside.

www.drawntothevalley.co.uk



More red tape!

Keen-eyed walkers and riders may have noticed 
small ribbons of red tape tied to shrubs and trees on 
the east side of Bowden Down. These are markers left 
by the Devon County Council Rights of Way Officer 
indicating the proposed route for the re-establishment 
of a public bridleway across the Down. If you spot them 
please resist the temptation to take them down as they 
provide essential guidance for the Brentor Commons 
Association to survey the route and estimate the work 
required to clear it. 

We hope that work will begin in 2009 to open up this 
bridleway but the density of the blackthorn thicket and 
the limited resources at our disposal suggest that it will 
take a considerable time to complete. Any offers of help 
with this rewarding task will be gratefully received.

Mike Whitfield 810209
Brentor Commons Association

Brentor News Production Costs

We have received a donation of £100 towards the 
running costs from The Parish Council, for which we 
are very grateful.

Rick Blower

Sponsored Hymns
 
Being unable to walk or cycle around the Benefice 
to raise funds for the Devon Historic Churches 
Trust, I intend to hold a sponsored Hymn 
Request Event on Saturday, 13th September, at 
St. Michael’s from 11am onwards.

There will be drinks for those who are able to 
come and join me to request a hymn, or you can 
sponsor me by ringing 01822 810555.

The money raised is divided between the Devon 
Historic Churches Trust and your own designated 
church - i.e. St. Michael’s, which needs to raise 
£35,000 for urgent repairs.

Hope to see you on the Tor on the 13th!
Thank you,

Jennifer Venning, Organist. 

Harvest Workshop.
Thursday 18th.September 3.30-5.00p.m. in the 

village hall. Cost: £1 per head. Come and prepare for 
the harvest festival, which will be celebrated in both 
churches on Sunday 21st. Join in with craft making and 
crumble making.

Children and their parents are especially welcome at 
St.Michaels on the Tor for a service at 6.00p.m. which 
will be centred on their worship. 

We invite families to join us for a picnic on the Tor 
before the service at 5.00p.m. onwards. If wet in the 
church. 

Please note a change of time for this service.

Brentor prayer group will meet on Wednesday 17th.
September at 8.00p.m. in Christ Church.

Amendment to services for September:-
  21st September 6pm St Michael's:
 -  Harvest Family Service

SEPTEMBER TALK 
Police Historian Simon Dell will give a talk on 
Dartmoor Prison Mutinees on  Friday 12th 
September 7.30pm £3 per person. 
This is a Brentor Village Hall fund raising 
event. Refreshments will be available. 
For  further information,  telephone 870554.



FINAL COPY DATE - for the October edition
Monday 22nd September - to Mike Whitfield:  mikewhit@btinternet.com

Brentor News Distribution & Advertising
If you are outside the parish and would like The Brentor News to be sent to you on-line as a PDF, send your request via email to 
johnw@brentor.net.  A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated.   All advertising copy and payment of £5 per insertion 
should be sent to Mike Whitfield in advance of publication.

Diary Dates - All events at the Village Hall unless stated otherwise

Mondays 2.00pm Unfinished Business Sue Stephens  860374 
Tuesdays 7.30pm Yoga - from Sept 9th Jennifer Heyworth 810137

September
.. to Sun 7th  Drawn to the Valley,  The Old Vicarage - various times Gaye Martin 810637
Sat  6th 2.00pm Brentor Show Judy Baxter 810375
  "       "  6.00pm Post-Show Supper " "
Fri  12th 7.30pm "Dartmoor Prison Mutinees" - talk by Simon Dell Sheryl 870554
Sat 13th 11.00am Sponsored Hymns - St Michaels Jennifer Venning 810555
Wed  17th 8.00pm Prayer Group - Christ Church Jackie MacRostie 810683
Thu  18th 3.30pm Harvest Workshop Sally Pancheri 810285
  "        "  7.30pm Garden Club - "Cottage Garden Plants" Mike Malleson 860304
Sat  20th 10.00am  Workshop Under the Sky Open Day, Bowden Down Mike Whitfield 810209
Mon  22nd 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Pat Blower 810600

October

Sat  18th 10.00am Coffee Morning & Produce Sale Will Walker-Smith 860165
Thu  16th 7.30pm Garden Club - "FourSeasons" Mike Malleson 860304

For all hall bookings & enquiries: Liz Wheeler 810083 

Directions:
In the centre of Dartmoor
B3212 Two Bridges - Postgate
Opening Hours:
Every day but Wednesday
10am - 5pm
Tel: 01822 880263

Beautiful, useful, hand-made items for the home.  
Made the traditional way from clay, willow, wood 
and more.  Buy a unique present for Christmas.  On 
misty Dartmoor days shop online.  Cream teas June - 
September in the courtyard.
www.powdermillspottery.com

‘At Home’
 Computer Tuition for Mature   
 Beginners. Windows, Word, Excel,   

internet, e-mail etc.
       Anne Malleson - 860304

Yoga        Yoga starts again on September 9th:

Brentor Village Hall, 
Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m.

All Welcome - just turn up with your mat 
and blanket - £5 per session.

Jennifer Heyworth 810137


