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Brentor Big Brunch 2009 
Sunday 25th January 
 To celebrate National Farmhouse Breakfast 
week, why not come and be treated to a 
delicious home cooked brunch with traditional 
breakfasts offered as well as vegetarian 
delights.  American pancakes will be cooked 
to order and in addition to freshly brewed 
coffee, we are offering freshly made apple and 
carrot juice this year.  We have kept the cost 
the same as last year, £5.00 and £1.00 per 
pancake with maple syrup and £1.00 for the 
fresh juice.  We are busy sourcing local and 
fair trade ingredients as far as possible. 
 Come and be treated!   We look forward to 
seeing you there.  All profits to the Village 
Hall Building Fund. 

10am-12, last orders at 11.45 
in Brentor Village Hall 

 
Pat Blower   810600 

On behalf of the Brunch Bunch 2009 
 
 

Villages in Action 
In November, Omar Puente and Robert 
Mitchell, performed at the Village Hall. For 
some two hours, we were entertained with 
energetic and fast flowing jazz improvisations 
from two superb musicians. There was a 
fantastic atmosphere in the hall and a warm 
rapport developed during the evening between 
the performers and audience. Those who came 
that night, slightly uncertain of the jazz genre, 
were full of praise for the performance. It was 
also the first time, in the 15 years of putting on 
VIA events, that I witnessed a spontaneous 
standing ovation at the end of their 
performance. The following week, both of 

these performers opened the line up at the 
London Jazz festival at London’s Festival 
Hall. 
In February, the music theme returns, with a 
programme of inspired music from Russia. 
‘Mazaika’ will be appearing at Brentor 
Village Hall on Sunday February 8th at 
7.30pm. Igor Outkine is a Russian accordion 
player with a remarkable tenor voice. His wife, 
Sarah Harrison, plays balalaika and the violin. 
Their programme is varied- with opera 
mingling with tango, gypsy jazz and bluegrass. 
A stirring and passionate performance is 
assured. This event is suitable for all over the 
age of 10.  
The hall will be set out cabaret style; bring 
along a bottle and nibbles. 
Tickets available from Rick Blower 810600: 
Adults £7, Children £4.50. 
By creating a partnership between Villages in 
Action and village organisations, memorable, 
high quality events can be organised so that 
villages can come together socially. 
The Villages in Action events are brought to 
Brentor by the Brentor Community Trust 
(BCT). Monies raised at these events are used 
to help fund the Brentor News. 

Rick Blower committee member BCT. 
  
 
Carol Singing 
15 people joined Mary, Joseph and their 
donkey to go Carol Singing. The evening 
raised £26.25 for charity and a good time was 
had by all. 

Mike Harris 
 
 



Christmas Coffee Morning 
Thank you to everyone who came to the 
Coffee Morning on the 6 December. Judging 
from the chatter and clinking of cups you all 
had a good time and raised a total of £165 for 
the Hall funds. 
The Brentor Village Quilt finally found a new 
home and was very pleased to move in with 
Anne Clark! A profit of £476 will be donated 
to the Hall. Thank you all so much for your 
generosity when buying tickets for the raffle, it 
made the effort of cutting, stitching and 
quilting well worthwhile  

Sue Stephens- 860374  
 
 

Parish Council News 
Two Parish Council Meetings were held in 
December, the second one on the 15th being to 
agree the Parish Precept, and to respond to a 
request from the Village Hall and Playing 
Field  (VH & PF) Association for a grant of 
£45,000, towards the cost of improvements to 
the Village Hall. 
The proposed grant of £45,000 would be 
funded by the Parish Council borrowing the 
money from a government body, repaying it 
over 20 years at a low rate of interest. The 
annual cost of repayments was reported as 
£3326. This sum would form part of the Parish 
Precept element in council tax bills 
The council passed the following resolution on 
the matter. 
 ‘The council resolved to support the VH & PF 
proposed development by way of a levy of 
£3326 as a contingency on the 2009/2010 
precept, to be used only if supported by a 
referendum of the Brentor electors’. 
Councillors expressed their thanks and support 
for the effort, enthusiasm and commitment 
shown by the VH & PF Committee members 
in pursuing the proposed development on 
behalf of the community. 
The referendum will be organised by the 
Parish Council early in 2009, once costed 
plans and other income sources have been 
identified and secured by the VH & PF 
Association and placed in the public domain. 
If the VH & PF proposals are not supported in 

a referendum, the 2010/2011 Parish precept 
will be reduced by £3326. 
The contingency approach was deemed 
necessary due to a number of timing issues, 
relating to Parish budgets and the VH &PF 
needs. A referendum was deemed appropriate 
due to the relative size of the grant and the 20 
year repayment period.  
The 2009/2010 Parish precept was agreed as 
£8041, details can be found on the notice-
board outside the Village Hall, as can full 
minutes of council deliberations. 
At the meeting on December 1st, the Parish 
Council voted that green funerals be permitted 
in the Parish Cemetery. 
 

Robin Burdfield  810412 
 
 
 

  

 

 
Wine Evening 
February 13th 

Advance notice that we shall be holding 
a Brentor Wine Evening in the Village 
Hall on the auspicious date of Friday 
13th of February – lucky for some!  We 
shall be following our format of last 
year, but this time concentrating on 
wines from the Old World – in fact 
mostly French - with presentations 
from three local imbibers plus an 
informal tasting-based competition. And 
a raffle of course - with exciting wine-
related prizes! 
More details next month – but make a 
date in your diary. 

John Wheeler – 810083 
 
 
 
 



Village Website 
Work on the Brentor Village website 
continues. Some initial contributions from the 
future 'contributing editors' are already 
complete, whilst others require some 
additional photos or a bit more information. 
One or two editors are still on the start line. 
We said last August that we aimed to have all 
the information we needed to start the detailed 
work by January 2009 and it looks as if we'll 
meet that target.  At the same time, we have 
nailed down a small piece of cyberspace 
territory for Brentor at  

http://www.brentorvillage.org/ 
The software we are using is an open source 
(ie we don’t have to pay for it) Content 
Management System (CMS) called 'Joomla!' – 
very widely used in situations like ours where 
multiple contributors/editors are involved and 
the content needs to be changed (managed) 
frequently without affecting the layout or 
design. 

If you have visited the site recently you might 
have been impressed by our apparent fluency 
in Latin (‘Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipisicing elit…’) to represent 
sample content! You may also see various odd 
layouts and images. When most of the site is 
ready in draft - probably sometime in January -
 the editors will be invited to comment on it, 
and will start to get to grips with updating and 
editorial procedures. Necessary changes will 
be made, and we'll get a bottle of bubbly for 
the launch! 

Alan Ray Jones 
John Wheeler 

  
Prayer Meeting 
7th January 7.30pm at Station House 
All are welcome as we study the last part of 
the Lord's Prayer 

Mike Harris 
 
 

 
 

The Brentor Community Trust (BCT) 
The BCT  is a charitable trust whose roots go back to 1978. Its aim is: 
‘to promote and support activities which enhance education, communication and social 
interaction for the benefit of the community of the parish of Brentor and surrounding areas in 
West Devon’. 
The Trust is currently responsible for: 

The Brentor News 
‘Villages in Action’ Events 
The Brentor Living Archive 
The Brentor Village Website 

The current Trustees are Rick Blower (810600), John Wheeler (810083), Dave Williams 
(810375), & Mike Whitfield (810209). We are always on the lookout for new ideas, and 
volunteers to see them through! If you want to get involved, please contact one of the Trustees. 

 
 

 



 

 
Diary Dates 

Sunday 4th January 9.45am Christchurch Service  
Sunday 11th January 6.30pm Christchurch Service  
Thursday 15th January 12.30pm    Garden Club Lunch -  

Elephant’s Nest 
 

Sue Stephens 860374 

Sunday 18th January 9.45am Christchurch Service  
Sunday 25th January 6.30pm   Christchurch Service  
Sunday February 8th 7.30pm ‘Mazaika’ Villages in Action Rick Blower 810600 
Friday 13th February Wine Evening John Wheeler 810083 
Thursday 19th February 7.30pm    Garden Club- Lydford Gorge: 

its history & plants 
Alan Henbest 810088 

   
   

 
At Brentor Village Hall unless stated otherwise 

 

FINAL COPY DATE for next edition 
Saturday 24th January 

Copy to Rick Blower  810 600         R.Blower@btinternet.com 
 

 
 

Brentor News Notices 
Adverts for commercial purposes  
Payment of £5 per insertion for all commercial advertising copy (for sale, paid services etc) should be 
sent to Mike Whitfield, Park House, Brentor (tel: 810209) before the publication of the issue 
containing the advert. Cheques payable to “Brentor Community Trust”. 
 
Brentor News Distribution  
If you are outside the parish and would like the Brentor News to be sent to you on-line as a PDF, send 
your request via email to johnw@brentor.net . A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated 
 

 


