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Brentor Commons Association 
Solstice Barbecue 
Sunday 21st June 5pm to 8pm 
Come and join us and see the conservation work 
that has been happening on Bowden Down and 
enjoy the longest day. Bring some food to put on 
a Barbecue (separate meat and vegetarian 
facilities) or bring a picnic + a salad etc to share. 
We have shelter, if the weather is inclement, in 
the famous “bender” used during the “Workshop 
under the Sky” events 
For more information contact  

Will Walker-Smith 860165 
Belinda Wheeler 810013 

 
Report of the Village Hall and 
Playing Field Committee  
AGM and committee meeting 
The committee voted in amendments to the 
constitution confirming that trustees will be 
elected from the committee members.   The Chair 
reported a busy year that focussed on firming up 
ideas for ensuring that the village hall would serve 
future generations.   The Treasurer's report 
congratulated the team on solid fundraising 
successes. 
The new committee was elected: 
    Chair: Dave Williams 
    Vice-chair: Colin Dawes 
    Secretary: Pat Blower 
    Treasurer:  A nomination was made, and we 
are waiting for confirmation from nominee 
The May meeting then followed which considered 
the challenging year ahead.  Revised plans had 
been agreed from the architect for the Village Hall 
new build and renovations which were accepted 
by the committee.  The plans will go to the West 
Devon planners and then, if passed, tenders 
would be sought in the summer.  For timescale 

purposes, it is hoped to begin work in early 
autumn and it was estimated that the building 
and renovation works would take 3-4 months to 
complete.  The committee is still awaiting the 
confirmation of grants applied for, so all 
progress will of course be dependent on funds. 
Thanks to John Evans and the auctioneer 
Sharon  M'Quillin for a hugely successful 
Auction of Promises in May.  For details of 
future fund-raising events see ‘Diary Dates’. 

Pat Blower, 810600 
 

Brentor Village Hall  
 

 Invitation to tender  
for construction work 

 
Replacement of toilets, kitchen 

 and storeroom. 
Brentor Village Hall and Playing Field 
Charity is inviting expressions of interest 
from general building contractors to tender 
for the construction of an extension to 
Brentor Village Hall.   
Potential applicants should note that they 
will need to demonstrate that they can 
satisfy compliance with the current 
Construction Design and Management 
regulations.   
If you wish to be considered for inclusion in 
the tendering process, expressions of 
interest should be in writing to: 
 Van der Steen Hall Architects, The Old 
Exchange, Chagford, Newton Abbot, TQ13 
8BZ by 12 June 2009. 
 

Colin Dawes 811079 

 



Auction of Promises 2009 
Thanks to everyone who came along on 8th May 
to bid for the varied promises on offer. Also 
thanks to those who put in sealed bids. We raised 
£1,354.00 - a fantastic sum- for the Village Hall.  
A big thank you to all the people who made 
promises. We’d also like to mention the 
generosity of the local businesses and clubs that 
contributed: 
Peter Tavy Inn, ME hair salon, Dartmoor Gliding 
Club, Sisters Salon, Hotel Endsleigh, & Focus. 

Angela and John Evans 810629 
 

Coffee morning 
Meet up with friends and neighbours!! The next 
coffee morning is on Saturday 6th June  
10.30-12 noon. Bacon rolls will be available as 
they proved VERY popular last month.  
Only £1. Tea/coffee available and home made 
cakes. Local produce also available ie eggs, 
plants, seedlings etc.  

Sheryl Burroughs 870854 
 

TAPAS EVENING 
Saturday 27th June at 7.30 
Come to the TAPAS evening in the Village Hall to 
celebrate the beginning of summer!  
What is a tapa?  Well, it can be anything. It 
needn't be Spanish, just a plate of food that can 
be eaten and shared!   One of the common 
explanations of the word 'tapa' is that it literally 
means a lid and some say it was a small plate 
with a bit of food that was put on top of a drink to 
stop the flies going in.  
 So come on and join us all with your plate of 
food. Bring a bottle of drink to accompany your 
sampling of the tapas.  Entry is just £3.00 and we 
will communally create a tapas party to herald the 
new season.   
All profits to the Village Hall Building 
Fund. Please contact Dave Williams on 810375 
to let him know how many are expected to take 
part.    

Hasta luego 
 

Playing Field Tidy-Up: 28th June 
The next Playing Field tidy-up morning will be on 
Sunday 28th June at 10.30. These are always 
good fun and we are hoping to arrange a bacon 
(or egg) butty brunch to go with it.  
So, bring your strimmers and loppers and 
muscles and work hard until midday when the 
final whistle is due……. might be time added on!!  

John and Angela Evans 810629 

CHICKS 
(Country Holidays for Inner City Kids) 

Registered Charity Number 1080953 

 
Summer Fayre and 
Teddy Bears Picnic 

 
Sunday 12th July. 

11.00am to 3.00pm 
 

Moorland Retreat 
Brentor 

FREE ENTRY 
Please join us if you can. 

Contact: Jo Westerman  811020 
 

 
BRENTOR GARDEN CLUB 
We were enormously pleased to warmly 
welcome Dartmoor basket maker Linda 
Lemieux on her third visit to the Garden Club 
on 16 April,  
She explained that from an early age she had 
always dreamed of making baskets and of 
developing a business over which she had total 
control, ie from production to sale.  This is why 
she is so happy now to be able to grow her own 
willow at home, and regularly harvest all the 
rush that she uses from one or two slow-
running rivers in Somerset; as well as market 
and sell her products from her own shop in 
Chagford 
Linda showed us photographs of her willow 
beds and explained the different varieties that 
she grows to produce the wonderful colours 
employed in her baskets.   She explained that 
after a few years of experience she has found 
the best way of growing willow is on pollards 
although they do require protection from rabbits 
and deer. Her principle bed has now been 
established for 15 years , and we were all very 
surprised to learn that there are as many as 
200 varieties of basketry willow.  
We saw photographs of Linda harvesting 
Somerset rush; English rush is said to be the 
best in the world due to our wonderful rain and 
mud!   In a good summer it takes four weeks for 
the rush to dry;  after storage rush needs to be 
sprayed with water  before using it.   It seems 
that Linda uses rush mainly for chair seating, as 
well as other items such as hats and some 
baskets. 
Linda then passed around a selection of her 
baskets providing an idea of the different 



shapes and styles in which she specialises and 
she demonstrated how she makes a hoop to 
provide a basket handle and incorporating say 
two lower ribs by carefully bending the willow over 
her knee and eventually binding it into shape with 
very flexible fine willow before adding more ribs 
and weaving in the bottom floor of the basket. 
There was so much interest and enthusiasm in 
the room that a good number of members 
indicated their wish for Linda to run another 
workshop for them to experience a hands-on 
session.    A date will be arranged. 
In between times, Linda runs Workshops on 
basket making and chair seating from her home, 
as well as day courses for the children at 
Chagford School, when they learn and 
experience everything there is to know about wild 
woodland and willow.   She is currently 
particularly pleased that the Dartmoor National 
Park has provided a grant to cover the costs of 
this for the next three years.  
Our speaker on 18 June will be Ruth Binney, 
author of “The Gardener’s Wise Words” and 
“Country Ways”, and a long time allotment 
gardener.   The Club looks forward to seeing our 
members at these meetings, and visitors may 
always attend for a fee of £2 payable on the 
evening 

Liz Rogers 820278 
THANK YOU… 
…to all those who joined or sponsored the wet, 
windy. occasionally sunny, and thoroughly 
enjoyable walk for the Plymouth & District 
Leukaemia Fund on Saturday 16th May. A full 
report together with details of the funds raised etc 
will appear in the July Brentor News. 

Mike Whitfield 810209 

 
Brentor Village Show 2009 
Advanced Notice 
The show will take place on Saturday 
September 5th. 
The theme this year is water & steam. 
The full schedule of classes will be in next 
month’s Brentor News. 
• Start growing your biggest weed & master 

your pasty making. 
• Families start collecting odd wheels, flotsam 

& jetsam for Class 67?????????? 
Lots of attractions including  a steam railway 
experience  

Dave Williams 810375 
 
 
 

Jumble Sale at Brentor Village Hall 
Saturday 20th June Doors open at 2pm 

Please support this Village Hall fund raising. 
Please sort out any jumble.... good quality is 
greatly appreciated 
Help needed on Friday 19th 6.30-7.30 and on 
Saturday 11-12 and 2-3ish. If collection is 
needed tel Sheryl 870554   
Advance notice of Summer Barbecue, Friday 
17th July. Salads will be needed and help on 
the day. 

Sheryl Burroughs 870854 
 

 
 
 

 
Church Services  

 June 7th June 14th June 21st June 28th 

 
Morning services 

9.45am Christchurch  
Family service 
Paula Rennie 

 10am  
St Eustachius  
Bishop of Exeter 

 

Evening services 
St Michael’s 6.30pm 

 
Tony Giddings  

 
Tim Treanor 

 
Tony & Jacki 
Giddings 

 
Michael Brierley 

 
Churchwardens Eric Rhodes  810403, Sheila Downs 820382 

 
 



 
 

Diary Dates 
Events held at Brentor Village Hall - unless otherwise stated 

 
JUNE     
Saturday 6th  10.30am to noon. Coffee morning Sheryl Burroughs 870854 
Wednesday 10th 8pm "While Flocks Last” An illustrated talk by 

Charlie Elder Parish Church Centre, 
Plymouth Road, Tavistock 

Sue Boxall 
DWT 

820292 

Thursday 18th 7.30pm Ruth Binney, author of ‘The Gardener’s 
Wise Words’ and ‘Country Ways’ 

Liz Rogers  
 

820278 

Saturday 13th 10am-1pm  
 

"Guided walk at Sylvia's Meadow,  
St Anne's Chapel”, Claire Roper 

Sue Boxall 
DWT 

820292 

Saturday 20th 2pm Jumble Sale  Sheryl Burroughs 870854 
Sunday 21st 
 

5pm to 8pm Brentor Commons Association 
Solstice BBQ,     Bowden Down 

Will Walker-Smith 
 

860165 

Saturday 27th 7.30pm Tapas Evening Dave Williams  810375 
Sunday 28th 10.30am Playing Field Tidy-Up: June 

 
John and Angela 
Evans 

810629 

     
JULY     
Sunday 12th 11am to 3 pm 

 
Summer Fayre and Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
CHICKS Moorland Retreat 

Jo Westerman 811020 

Friday 17th To be confirmed Village Summer Barbecue Pat Blower  810600 
     

 
 

FINAL COPY DATE for next edition Wednesday June 24th 
Copy to  Rick Blower  810600,   r.blower@btinternet.com 

 
ADVERTISING COPY to Mike Whitfield 810209    mikewhit@btinternet.com  

Adverts paid for in advance, £5 per insertion 
cheques payable to ‘Brentor Community Trust’ 

 
The Brentor News on the village website – your permission required 
The current Brentor News will be posted on the Brentor Village Website. Contact details will be included in 
this web version only if you have given your permission. Once your permission has been given we will 
assume that this will stand until specifically withdrawn by you.  
Remember - to be sure that your details appear, give your permission when submitting your article. 

 


