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The Village Hall is back in business!!  

Coffee Morning and Produce Sale 

Saturday 8th May 10.00-12.00 

See you there! 

Drop into the Village Hall to partake of the delicious bacon butties and cakes with your coffee. 

Please bring any produce you wish to sell, a good time for plants etc.  

Remember, the proceeds of the sales will go to you with a donation to the Village Hall. 

 
The Official Opening of our refurbished Village Hall 

12.00pm, Saturday 29 May 
 
Come and join us to celebrate the official opening of our newly-
refurbished and extended village hall, followed by a village lunch 

 
Ribbon cutting, speeches (short ones!)  and  

a commemorative tree planting  
by (we hope) the new Mayor of West Devon will precede a village lunch. 

 
After the ceremony at 12.30pm there will be baked potatoes with fillings and salads, a free glass of 

wine or a soft drink, and coffee all for £5.00 (children £3.00), prepared in our smart new kitchen. 
 

 All profits from the lunch will go to buying more equipment  
for our superb new hall. 

 
 

 



 
Brentor News Special Edition 1979 – 2009 

The concept began in May 2009 and was a 
project that took far longer than we had 
imagined. The task involved reading through 
all 360 past issues seeking out articles that, 
we as editors, felt, best reflected village life. 
Budget constraints meant that the special 
edition would be limited to 16 pages.   

Funding was obtained from Devon County, 
West Devon Borough Council, Brentor Parish 
Council and from generous donations from 
individuals and groups within the parish. 

Many editorial meetings were held during the 
autumn/winter months to decide which 
articles would be used. Once a draft had 
been agreed it was sent to Ink Print for 
layout. We found that we had too many 
articles and the proposed edition ran to 19 
pages. Further editing was required; plus 
designing the front and back cover. As 
editors we didn’t always agree on the style, 
design and layout. This meant frequent 
meetings with the graphic designer. Ink Print 
were very patient and generous with their 
time in producing this edition. Many a draft 
version was put together for our approval; 
only to be returned for more editing. Many an 
adjustment was made to the photographs, do 
we use drop shadow for effect? Furthermore, 
the style of font and use of colour were 
constantly an issue for discussion. 

It has been very heartening to receive emails 
and comments from parishioners 
appreciating the time and effort that has been 
put in to produce this special edition.  

Brentor Community Trust has additional 
copies for sale. They are priced at £3.00 and 
can obtained from Rick Blower 810600. 

Rick Blower 810600      

We’ve been Googled! 
Visit the Google Earth website and you are in 
for a surprise.  Brentor is now part of Google 
‘Street View’, where you can see panoramic 
photographs of your lane and house in 
amazing detail.  You may have seen the 
Google car with a tripod camera on top as it 
toured our area to take photographs last 
year.  Brentor looks pretty much deserted, 
photographed on a cloudy summer day, but 
keep looking and you may see a few people.   

To access Google Earth you need to 
download a small programme that you can 

find at http://earth.google.co.uk/download-
earth.html .  Once installed, enter your 
postcode and magically you will zoom 
towards your house.  Click on the camera 
logos along your lane to enter ‘Street View’. 

Colin Dawes 811079 

A Wonderful World of Horse Drawn 
Transport  

 
Tuesday 11th May 7.00 for 7.30pm in 
Brentor Village Hall  
Local carriage expert Gerald Williamson will 
give an illustrated talk on his personal 
collection of immaculately restored horse 
drawn carriages dating from 1873 to 1943.  
The collection is made up of mixture of two 
and four wheeled private and trade vehicles.  
Carriages such as the Irish jaunting car often 
used as a local taxi in Ireland and the 
Bournville Village’s horse drawn baker’s van. 
The Williamsons are also the proud owner of 
two of Tavistock’s original horse drawn 
buses.  One was used for ferrying people to 
and from the station and on tours across 
Dartmoor right up until 1930. The other 
named Penny’s bus was used to bring people 
to market from Cornwall.  With a vast array of 
wonderful slides, fascinating history and 
amusing anecdotes, Gerald will bring alive 
this golden age of the horse drawn transport. 
Tickets £7.00 available at the door, wine and 
nibbles provided. All profits to go to the St 
Michael’s Church Fund. 

Geri Parlby 
Sheila Downs 820382 

 

Free for collection : 

 2/3 seater settee (6 ft long overall inc. arms). 
Beige upholstery, rather worn. 

 Sound framework & good back cushions. 

Mike & Anne Malleson 860304 



25th and Final ‘Jean Whitfield 
Memorial Walk’ 
This series of village walks began in 1984 
following the death from leukaemia of Jean 
Whitfield. She had been very active in village 
life since we arrived as a family with four 
young children in 1972, helping establish the 
Brentor Community Shop and launch the 
Brentor News as well as serving as a 
member and Chair of the Brentor Parish 
Council. These nine mile walks through the 
beautiful footpaths of Brentor Parish have 
been organised every year for the Plymouth 
& District Leukaemia Fund, with the 
exception of 2001 when the countryside was 
effectively closed by the Foot & Mouth 
epidemic. 

After more than a quarter of a century, now is 
your last chance to enjoy this friendly village 
walk. Don’t be put off by the ‘nine miles’. It is 
a leisurely stroll with ample stops for 
refreshments and, like all good convoys, it 
proceeds at the speed of the slowest 
participant...  

…departing Saturday June 5th 
at 11.00am from the Village Hall 

A sponsorship form with details of the walk is 
enclosed with this May edition of the Brentor 
News. Extra copies can be obtained by 
phoning me – or using a photocopier! 

Mike Whitfield 810209 

Villages in Action 
There are only a handful of tickets left for the 
Matt Harvey performance on Sunday May 
30th in the village hall. 
Doors will open from 7.30pm with the 
performance commencing at 8.00pm. The 
hall will be set out cabaret style; you are 
welcome to bring along your own 
refreshments and nibbles. 
Ticket prices are adults £7.50 and children 
£4.50. For those of you who have booked 
and not yet paid, could you please drop off 
the monies at Cloberry Cottage. If paying by 
cheque; make payable to Brentor Community 
Trust. 

Rick Blower 810600   

Bulbs throughout the Year. 
This talk was given by Mark Walsh of 
Trecanna Nursery to Brentor Garden Club 
Members' Meeting on 18th March 2010.  
Trecanna Nursery is on the banks of the 
Tamar just North of Gunnislake.   They are 
open from March to November, Wednesday 

to Saturday. Their particular interest is in 
plants from South Africa.   Mark makes many 
expeditions  searching for plants and spoke 
very enthusiastically about his trips to South 
Africa.    His talk was illustrated by slides of 
amazing colour showing Red Hot Pokers 
growing in swathes like sunflowers 10,000 
feet up in the mountains, and the most 
beautiful pale blue Plumbago, that as Mark 
finished photographing it was promptly eaten 
by an elephant! 

We were taken through the year with planting 
ideas starting, of course, with the snowdrop 
for January and February.  Winter Aconites 
were recommended as good companion 
plants for the snowdrop. 

February and March, Dwarf Iris (Katharine 
Hodgekin) makes a very good border plant, 
and Fritillaries were the favourite for April and 
May.    Gladiolus (Whistling Jack) were 
recommended for May and June.  These are 
grown from corms and prefer a dry sunny 
position.   Alliums - Purple Sensation and 
Globe Master make a stunning early summer 
feature.   For later on in the summer Mark 
enthused about his passion for Crocosmia 
from the majestic dark red Lucifer to the more 
delicate Gloria - red with a yellow edging. 

Very fascinating were the Eucomis 
(Pineapple Lily).  Grown from bulbs planted in 
March, after  flowering they form delicately 
coloured seed heads, and give interest right 
through to November. 
This was a very interesting evening.   On 
August 7/8th 2010 Trecanna are holding a 
South Africa weekend.   I think it would be 
well worth a visit. 

Rona Baker 820308 

Mary Tavy and Brentor Under 5s 
Meets term time only  

Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy 

Pre-school sessions  
9.45 - 12.15 and 1.15 - 3.45  

Mon, Weds and Fri  
(lunch club 12.15 - 1.15)  

Toddler and Baby Group  
9.00 - 12.00 Mon and Weds 

For further information, please contact  

Alli Hatcher or Cheryl Downham  
on 0781 802 4628 during opening hours.  

New members always very welcome 



Benefice Service on St Michael’s  
30th May at 6.30pm 
A perfect way to finish your afternoon stroll 
around Brent Tor. No need to rush home and 
change come and join us for the St Michael’s 
Church experience, celebrate with us under 
the glow of gas lamps and sing with gusto 
accompanied by our wonderful battery 
organ.  Dogs always welcome and wellies 
and warm waterproof clothing a must.  

Geri Parlby  
Sheila Downs 820382 

 

BRENTOR VILLAGE SHOW 2010 

ADVANCED NOTICE 

Our Annual Village Show will take place 

On Saturday 4th September. 

The theme this year is 

“Midsummer Madness” 

with particular emphasis on Alice in 
Wonderland 

with a touch of 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

and all things silly and summery. 

The full schedule of classes will be in the 

July edition of the Brentor News. 

Sue Stephens 860374 

 
Brentor Village Hall and Playing 
Field AGM 
Wednesday 2 June  7.30 
All are invited to hear reports of the year and 
plans for next year.  Now that we have nearly 
completed the refurbishment phase of the 
hall, we can look forward to using the hall 
which offers a quality venue.  We need your 
ideas of how to maximise the use of the 
space.  Come and share your ideas on this 
and of course the Playing Field.    
We do need and welcome committee 
members, so please let us know if you are 
interested in joining the group.  We meet 
about 8 times a year usually, but there is lots 
of scope to support events. So, please come 
to the AGM to hear what we do and share 
your ideas with us. 
For more information about the committee, 
you can contact  

Dave Williams 810375 
Colin Dawes 811079 

Mary Tavy and Brentor 
Community Primary School 
There was a complete contrast to the 
weather when School commenced for the 
Summer Term! At the end of our first week, 
the sun shone as we celebrated St. George’s 
Day on 23rd April. Children and staff came to 
School dressed in a variety of medieval type 
costumes, ranging from princesses, ladies, 
knights, St. George, dragons, maids, Morris 
dancers and even an executioner! A 
wonderful effort was made by everyone. 
During the afternoon, parents joined in our 
celebrations when the children talked about 
their characters and retold the legend of St. 
George and the Dragon. A variety of English 
songs were sung and then one of our own 
Town Criers announced that afternoon tea 
was ready. Everyone sat down to a wonderful 
spread and the entertainment continued with 
Class 3’s maypole dancing and a short 
display of Morris dancing from some of the 
staff which proved very interesting! 
Photographs will be available on our website 
and we have also put together an album of 
work and photos that we will be kept in our 
entrance. Thank you to all our helpers. 

We have a very busy term ahead of us with 
lots of sporting events due to take place such 
as our own Sports Day at the end of June 
and the Tavistock Schools’ cricket, swimming 
and athletics competitions. We will also be 
organising lots of activities for National Sports 
Week in June. However, before the term 
started, 12 members of the Cross Country 
Club took part in the Tavy Primary 13 event 
with Alex and Minnie coming in 5th and 6th 
respectively. Two days later, most of the Club 
travelled to Princetown and took part in the 
final Tavistock Schools’ Cross Country event. 
Well done to all the children and to Helen 
McShane who has helped me run the Club 
and to the many parents who have helped 
with transport and cheered the children on.  

I am looking forward to taking the Year 6 
children away for a residential weekend at 
Barton Hall in May where they will spend the 
weekend with children from three other small 
schools. This is a fantastic opportunity not 
just to try out a range of outdoor activities but 
also meet with children that are also due to 
transfer to secondary education.  
The PTA and Friends continue to hold their 
coffee mornings for parents and they are now 
busy planning our Summer Fayre to be held 



at the School on Friday 2nd July. Everyone is 
welcome. 
We are still collecting vouchers from Tesco 
and Sainsbury’s so please hand them in to 
School or the Post Office. 
Thank you to everyone for their continued 
support of the School. 

Nicky Pratten, Head Teacher, 810384 
 
 

Competition! 

 

Do you live in Brentor Village and are in 
the last year of primary school or 
younger? Then this competition is just 
for you!  Draw or paint a beautiful 
picture of what you love about living in 
Brentor.  The wildlife?  

The church on the tor? The park? 
Whatever you like! 

The winner will have the honour of 
cutting the ribbon at the official opening 
of the Village hall on Saturday 29th May 
2010.  Oh, and you will also win a box 
of chocolates too! ☺ 

You can enter as many times as you 
like, as long as they are all in to me by 
Friday 14th May 2010.  Please submit 
them on an A4 sheet of paper to: Elaine 
Henbest at 2 North Park, Brentor, PL19 
0LY.  Thank you!   (The entries will be 
judged by the Village Hall and Playing 
Fields Committee.)    

Have fun!   Elaine Henbest 810088  

 
Village Hall fund raising. 
Coffee Morning - Saturday 12th June 
This will be followed by a Jumble Sale 2-4pm. 

JUMBLE NEEDED. 
Offers of help on the day and previous 
evening would be welcome. The Hall will be 
open to receive goods on Friday 11th June 
between 6-7pm. If help is needed collecting 
please phone Sheryl 870554 
 
Girlie Night 
Friday 25th June (time to be confirmed) 
possibly 7pm. Entrance fee of £5 to include a 
glass of wine. Taster sessions available of: 
Massage, manicure, hair colour consults, 

reflexology, home furnishings, jewellery, 
make up, spray tans and … a belly dancer!! 
Please support and bring your friends. More 
info next month.  

Sheryl 870554. 

The Visitation! 
The Brentor film 'The Visitation' is on 
schedule to be released at the end of the 
month. A screening date will be announced 
shortly so keep a look out for the publicity 
posters around the village. 

Dominic Carnell 810425 
 
CURRY SUPPER  -  Friday 14th May, 7pm 
Time again for our annual Curry Supper, an 
evening to bring and share dishes to make up  
a table of delights.  Whether you are good at 
making curry, cook perfect rice or make 
wonderful accompaniments bring them along 
and join in what is always a great social 
evening.  Please bring the drink of your 
choice. 
This has become the traditional way for 
Brentor to raise much needed funds for the 
work of Christian Aid in areas of strife and 
famine across the world. 
A suggested donation of £5 per adult and at 
your discretion for children for the evening 
will go to this cause.  All of this AND you will 
be in the wonderful 'new look' Village Hall. 

 Please contact Sue Rhodes  810403  
 

 

John Burrows Boiler Services 

 
Oil Fired Boiler Technician 

Commissioning, Servicing, and 
Breakdown repair 

of 
All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances 

 

AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888) 

Contact John on: 

Home  01822 810494 
Mobile 0778 2345395 

John_Burrows@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Competitive Rates 

 



Church Services.- Sundays in April  
2nd 6.30p.m.   Evensong St Michael’s No service in Christchurch 

9th 11.00a.m Special service for Rogation  Hall Farm, Lydford This is followed by lunch. All families 
warmly invited 
No service in Christchurch 

 6.30p.m. Evensong  St Michael’s  

16th 9.45a.m Holy Communion  Christchurch  

 6.30p.m. Evensong  St Michael’s  

23rd. 6.30p.m. Evensong  St Michael’s ( including Tavistock & Gulworthy) 

30th 6.30p.m. Benefice evensong St Michael’s   

Diary Dates 
May 
Saturday 8th:  
10.00 to 12.00 noon 

Coffee & Produce morning 
 

Dave Williams 810375 

Monday 10th: 2.00pm Unfinished business Anne Clark  
Sue Stephens 

810035 
860374 

Tuesday 11th: 7.00pm for 7.30 A Wonderful World of Horse Drawn Transport Sheila Downs 820832 

Friday 14th 7.00pm Curry Supper Sue Rhodes 810403 
Thursday 20th: 7.30pm Garden Club: Camellias talk by Lee Stenning - Mount 

Edgecumbe 
Alan Henbest 810088 

Saturday 29th: 12.00 noon Village Hall Official Opening Dave Williams 
Colin Dawes 

810375 
811079 

Sunday 30th: 7.30pm for 
8.00pm 

Villages in Action; Matt Harvey Rick Blower 810600 

June    
Wednesday 2cnd: 7.30pm Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field AGM Dave Williams 

Colin Dawes 
810375 
811079 

Saturday 5th: 11.00am 25th & final “Jean Whitfield Memorial Walk.” Mike Whitfield 810209 
Saturday 12th Coffee Morning followed by Jumble Sale Sheryl 870554 
Thurs 17th  7.30pm  
 

Garden Club: Pests(Slugs, aphids & vine weevil) Tim 
Ellis Nursery - Brentor Village 

Alan Henbest 810088 

Friday 25th: 7.00pm Girlie Night Sheryl 870554 
Advanced Notice    
Friday 2nd July  
6.00pm until 8.00pm 

Mary Tavy & Brentor School Summer Fayre Nicky Pratten 
 

810384 

Saturday 4th September Brentor Village Show 2010 Sue Stephens 860374 
Events held in Brentor Village Hall unless otherwise stated 

 
FINAL COPY DATE for next edition  Sunday May 23rd  to 

John Wheeler 810083      johnw@brentor.net 
 

.            Brentor News key facts 
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and 
would like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to johnw@brentor.net. A small donation to the BCT would be 
appreciated.     
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Mike Whitfield 
810209 in advance of publication, cheques payable to 'Brentor Community Trust'.  
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of authors name and phone number 
on the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. 
Editorial team: Rick Blower 810600 r.blower@btinternet.com – Mike Whitfield 810209 mikewhit@btinternet.com – John Wheeler 
810083 johnw@brentor.net 
 


