
Brentor News 
May 2020 Issue 487 Produced by Brentor Community Trust   www.brentorvillage.org 

Coming soon… A new Pilgrimage Way for the 21st century – along ancient paths - where all are welcome to engage 
with our fascinating landscape, find sanctuary in 12 historic churches and space for the soul through walking, poetry 
and the beauty of Dartmoor, past and present.  The 35+ mile route begins from St Michael’s, Brentor and ends at St 
Michael the Archangel, Chagford and will offer places of accommodation, a Pilgrim Passport for walkers, a series of 
guided reflective walks through the year and poetry, music and art along the Way.    

Look out for events marking the launch of this new venture over the coming months, which is so much more than 
just another walking route.  More information from Judith Oakes on judithoakes@greenbee.net or Revd Paul on 
paulsburn@btinternet.com.   The Archangel’s Way is part of a series of pilgrim routes being developed by Devon 
Pilgrim across the Diocese of Exeter.                                Helen Harris Churchwarden, Brentor Church https://brentorchurch.org.uk 
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Brentor Community Support Group was set up to provide a safety net for us all during what we anticipated 
would be a difficult time and came out of various conversations between local GPs and the churchwardens.         
The inaugural meeting, fortunately held the week before the lockdown, was attended by 18 people from across the 
community and as well as advertising the existence of the group on the Brentor village site and various online      
platforms, printed cards were delivered to every part of the parish, from Liddaton to Week to Lydford Station to 
South Brentor as well as North Brentor. So far there have various requests for prescriptions to be collected, and 
some people are supporting others through phone calls and dropping off meals or shopping. However, as well as the 
practical assistance, the most important aspect is that the group provides a safety net and makes some people – 
especially but not exclusively those on their own, or self isolating for whatever reason – feel more confident. If you 
need help for anything at all, please do ring Christopher on 01822 810285 OR 07904 983958 OR 
email community.support@bmcneighbours.org and we will put you in touch with someone who will help.              
We are registered with West Devon Borough Council as a community support group and have a range of volunteers 
who will be happy to help in any way.                                                                                         Helen Harris   810845 

REMINDER TO ALL 

THE BRENTOR VILLAGE   

WEBSITE IS REGULARLY      

UPDATED WITH VITAL       

INFORMATION REGARDING 

THE CURRENT CRISIS           

INCLUDING CONTACT     

DETAILS FOR LOCAL SHOPS 

PROVIDING DELIVERY        

SERVICES  - please go to: 

www.brentorvillage.org              

or opt to receive regular emails  



 

THOUGHTS FROM A VILLAGER ……..    At Station View the neighbours are busy in their gardens. 
There has been a cheeky break into a chicken coup with feathers ruffled but no harm done.  Vegetable 
gardens rotavated, turned and twisted, with rocks removed - enough to build another Brentor church.  
The Brentor camaraderie is in full flair, with donated jams, plants and a friendly ‘good morning’.                 
Everyone is doing their bit for social distancing with a smile and a wave as they go.   For the NHS we 
say ‘thank you’!  For working hard to save the lives of the British public, we                                         
commend you.  It may seem safe in our village haven, but there are many less                                          
fortunate in built up areas with no green spaces.  For them the social distancing is                                                          
all the more hard.  We thank you for your sacrifice.  Stay safe, save lives,                                                       
stay in doors, save the NHS.  Brentor for all!                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Kerry Palmer kerrypalmer13@outlook.com 

Brentor Commons Notes 
The commons continue to provide a wonderful place to have a gentle wander for your once a day permitted    
exercise in these difficult times. There is much to see as this dry, warmish weather moves things along at a pace.   

Butterflies have emerged, Speckled Woods, Orange Tips, Peacocks and Holly blues are around.  
The birds are singing away; Chiff Chaffs can be heard and seen, Black Caps, all of our usual 
Tits, Swallows are here now and a Red Kite has been sighted by two residents in recent weeks.  
We have managed to get some Dormouse Nesting Boxes installed in 
the areas where we are certain there is a population living. These will 
be monitored over the coming months to see if any use them, we 
could also get Wood mice and Shrews using them so it's a hit and miss 

effort but a worthwhile experiment.   On our walks we have seen and met people (at a 
safe distance!) we have never seen before on the commons, so at least this period has 
raised the profile of the land.  It's fantastic seeing it being used and of course the bluebells 
are emerging, so get up there and walk the Holloway over the next few weeks to see how 
beautiful it is.                                                                                                                                                         Will Walker-Smith 860165 

 
Coronavirus and Brentor Church - the buildings are closed but the Church is still hard at work! 
  

The churchwardens at Brentor were determined that the order of services would be 
maintained come what may and have developed technological solutions to overcome the 
coronavirus restrictions. The Mothering Sunday service was filmed in Christ Church, 
before the lockdown, and posted on the Brentor church website, but once the churches 
had to be locked, even for ministers, more creative solutions had to be found, and fast! 
Since then services have been planned as usual by the minister, who records their      
sermon, with music recorded separately elsewhere, with the service starting and           
finishing from the churchwardens’ house where a small prayer station has been set up.  
The Easter Sunday communion service featured both churchwardens, Dr David Harris 
and Mrs Helen Harris, the minister Tony Vigars who celebrated communion for everyone 
from his home, hymns played by the choir leader Wendy Roderick, and three different 
readers each sending their contributions from their homes - a real team effort that was 
posted on the church website together with the orders of service, so everyone could join 
in at the usual time of the Sunday service. The response has been overwhelming, with 
many of the congregation saying how they feel it gives a real sense of hope and       
community, even though we are all physically apart. On the ground, nearly 50 Easter 
eggs were delivered to children and young people in the village with the Easter               
message, and 10 home made cakes given to seniors who are isolating.                                                         Photo by Gay Martin      
  
The response to these activities has been worldwide, with the service links being sent on to countries as far afield as            
Kyrgyzstan, the United Arab Emirate, Kuala Lumpur and Cyprus - given that St Michaels at Brentor is one of the most iconic 
churches in the country, with tens of thousands of visitors every year from across the world, such interest is not surprising.  
Brentor Church has added a regular midweek reflection, from the regular team of ministers, and expanded the website to     
include a Families section with craft activities and songs for everyone to join in.  All the services and reflections are available 
from the website https://brentorchurch.org.uk/, under streamed worship, and everyone is welcome to join in.                                                                                           
               Helen Harris—810845 



PLAYING FIELD NEWS 
The Woo Woo has arrived!  The compost toilet has now been installed on the playing 
field, thanks to the £10,000 grant from The National Lottery communities fund.   Alt-
hough currently locked, due to the corona virus, we are hoping to have it open as soon as 
it is possible.  The toilet belongs to the village and it is the responsibility of everyone to 
look after it and leave it as you find it, ready for the next person to use.  Hopefully, this 
will mean that it can be kept open at all times.  Please notify anyone on the committee or 
via email brentorvillagehall@gmail.com if there are issues concerning the toilet.           
Finally a small ditty to remind you on how best to use our WooWoo! 
As it's like a septic tank,  It would be with many thanks, Toilet tissue, only please, If you 
cough, poo, wee or sneeze!                                           Clare Percival BVHPF Committee  Tel: 810322 

   Millie’s Homemade Cakes             
& Delicious Bakes…  

 
All Meals are Homemade using British quality meat & 
5* Food Hygiene Rating.  Meals are   produced in 
small batches, cooked & then  frozen, providing a 
healthy cooked meal for your convenience. 
 
Reheating Guidelines - defrost 
meal in fridge for 12 hours, 
heat through to 77’c+ prior to    
consuming. 
 
Frozen Cooked Meals        
are available for 1-2 people £4 & Family sized 
£9   Sausage Rolls, Beef Lasagne, Shepherd’s Pie, 
Cottage Pie, Beef Steak  Pie.   For the Fridge 
£5.50 8” Round - Egg & Bacon Pie, Quiche. 
 
Puddings & Sweet Treats- Mini & Large Bakewell 
tarts, Apple Pie/Crumble, Victoria sponge, Sticky 
Toffee pudding, Treacle Tart, Chocolate Brownie, 

Lemon drizzle,  (happy to bake requests) 
 
To Enjoy: Cream Tea £5 - 
fruit or plain scone, local jam & 
clotted cream.   Afternoon 
Tea £9.50 - sausage roll, egg 
& bacon pie, scone, local jam & 
clotted cream, Victoria sponge, 
chocolate brownie, sandwiches. 
 
These are all available for delivery & collection and 
are all neatly boxed ready to enjoy.   

 
We can also deliver everyday    
essentials,  including bread, 
dairy produce, eggs & fresh 
fruit, veg and salad.     
 
                                              

All food listed is available for delivery,                     
minimum orders apply.   

Please contact Millie Bickell on 
07787994220  or                                                        

email milliebickell@outlook.com 



  Brentor News Key Facts 

Distribution: The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and would like 
the Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net   A small donation to the BCT would be appreciated. 

Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent to Jane Phelpstead 01822 
810635 croakytoad97@gmail.com in advance of publication.                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone number 
and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise. 

Brentor Village website: Contributions or comments are welcome please send to the Editor, Colin Dawes  brentorvillage@btinternet.com 

Editorial team:  John Wheeler, 810083, ajw@brentor.net     Jane Phelpstead, 810635, croakytoad97@gmail.com                                                                       
Emma Curran, 810200, emcurran13@gmail.com    Sue Fraser, 811097, swhitfraser@gmail.com    

Final copy for June edition by May 20th to John Wheeler                                                         
Tel: 01822  810083                          Email: ajw@brentor.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who came and        

supported the VIA event in early March.  It 

was a most enjoyable evening  of original 

theatre and we made a profit  of £121 for 

the  Brentor Community Trust.    Sue Fraser 811097 

VILLAGE HALL NOTES  
The Village Hall AGM will be postponed  - but if all Committee Members are happy to remain on the            

Committee, then we will continue as is.     

Also, sadly no COFFEE MORNINGs for the next few months.  

V.E. Day  Celebrations and Summer Fayre 
Unfortunately, with the lockdown due to the Corona virus we have had to postpone both of these events, due 

to be held 8th May and 28th June, respectively. Depending on how long this situation goes on for, we are      
hoping to host these events later in the year and will let you know as soon as possible.                                                         

 
                                                                                                                 Sheryl Burroughs, on behalf of BVHPF Committee   Tel: 870554 

BRENTOR FRIENDS OF THE FIELD 

April Draw 2020 

Number 6 Clare Percival  

Number 23 Lin Bristow 

Number 30 Jeanette Emmett   

All Win £10 prize 

A Standing Order of £5 per month to our dedicated 
bank account helps with extra maintenance and          

improvements to the Playing Field. Bank Account: TSB 
Sort Code: 30-98-46 Account: 30089760 

If you would like to support the Field in this way 

please contact Sue Stephens 860374 


