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BRENTOR NEWS
The Archangel Way   
  - a new pilgrimage route

The new pilgrim route, from iconic St Michaels at Brentor via ancient churches and monuments all the way to 
Chagford, will open this summer and will offer a path through some of the most beautiful landscapes - as we, living 
here, of course know!   This is something that friends and family could enjoy walking together and can be tackled in 
sections - more details to follow.               Helen Harris 810845

Dru Marland
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BRENTOR FRIENDS OF THE FIELD
May 2020 draw, numbers:
4 - Liz Hill   ~   10 Helen de Carles   ~  20 Sally Pancheri
All Win £10 prize!  A Standing Order of £5 per month to our 
dedicated bank account helps with extra maintenance and 
improvements to the Playing Field.
Bank: TSB    Sort Code: 30-98-46     a/c 30089760
If you would like to support the Field in this way contact:

Sue Stephens 860374 (stephens214@btinternet.com)

Church services continue online
Church services can now be recorded from within the churches, although as I write only licensed ministers are allowed in - virtual 
congregations only, although numbers watching are increasing and increasingly positive and supportive. We have had lovely 
messages from the Netherlands, California, Maine, the Gulf, the Mediterranean, Kyrgyzstan and south east Asia, as well of course 
from our own home grown congregation.
We do hope that we will be able to open our churches for private prayer soon - as soon as we can we will do so. 

Repairs to the churchyard wall at Christ Church
Some of you may have noticed a bollard beside the churchyard wall at Christ Church, to indicate not to park too close. This wall 
is in need of repair - stone masons will be working there towards the end of May, so hopefully it will last for many more years.

£1000 plus for St Luke's Hospice!
Sally and Christopher Pancheri had just finished delivering 600 brochures for St Luke’s Open Garden scheme when lockdown 
was introduced. With the knowledge that this important fund raising route was cancelled and as volunteers for St Luke’s, they set 
themselves the task of raising money in a different way. 
Over the last few weeks many of you have found your way to Sally and Christopher’s table outside their home and enjoyed 
donating for a selection of foods and plants which have appeared on a daily basis over the past 6 weeks. Sally and Christopher 
also took the opportunity to share the lower part of their woodland so that those walking by could feast on the bluebells whilst 
observing social distancing. They are truly heartened by the generosity of Brentor and delighted to have had the chance to chat 
to so many new people over the garden wall! Several people have also added food and plants to the table and although Sally is 
looking forward to less baking in June, to date over £1000.00 has now been raised for St Luke’s Hospice. 
For more than 35 years, St Luke’s has been providing end of life care and support in this area, whether for people in their own 
homes, hospital or at the specialist unit at Turnchapel, Plymouth. Our local organisation, Brentor Moor and Compassionate 
Neighbours is affiliated to St Luke’s, providing trained and trusted volunteers to support people who are facing life limiting illnesses.

Lighting up our churches for Whitsun
Although churches have been locked for weeks now, there is a national initiative to light all the churches up to celebrate Whitsun 
(Project Beacon) - so if you saw the lights on at Christ Church and the cross up again and lit up outside St Michaels, that is why!

Ascension Day service from St Michaels goes out across the southwest
To celebrate Ascension Day the Archdeacon of Plymouth, Nick Shutt, led a special service from St Michaels that was streamed on 
the diocese website and on the Brentor church website, and was featured on Spotlight.           Helen Harris 810845

Brentor Village Hall -  
It seems really strange not planning or preparing for Coffee 
Mornings or future events!

I’m sure we’re all missing meeting up.

I hope you’re all keeping safe and well and we all look forward to 
a time when we can plan and get together again.
            Sheryl  - Chair BVHPF Committee - 870554 

Brentor News key facts  
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and would 
like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net.  A small donation to the Brentor Community Trust would be 
appreciated - see below.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent by BAC in advance of 
publication.  Contact Jane Phelpstead croakytoad97@gmail.com  - 01822 810635
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone number 
and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise.  
Comments on the website edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colinvdawes@btinternet.com  
Editorial team:  Emma Curran 810200 - emcurran13@gmail.com  Sue Fraser 811097 - swhitfraser@gmail.com
  Jane Phelpstead 810635 - croakytoad97@gmail.com John Wheeler 810083   -  ajw@brentor.net

John Burrows Boiler Services
Oil Fired Boiler Technician

Commissioning, Servicing and Breakdown repair of

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances
AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)
01822 810494 ~ 0778 2345395  

john_campbellburrows@icloud.com

Competitive Rates!

Millie's Homemade Cakes & Delicious Bakes...
As many of you locally will know, I run the pop up café 

from Brentor village hall.
I also deliver Homemade savoury & sweet treats, 
local produce including: dairy, eggs, baking flour, 
yeast, meat, preserves & honey.  Please 'like' my 

Facebook page for foodie updates.
Orders & price list enquiries 07787 994220. 
 Thank you all for your continued support!
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Brentor Commons 
The Commons have both put on amazing displays of bluebells this year - 

people have commented on social media about how vivid all the colours have 
been: the pink of the Campion, feathery white of the Cow Parsley and speckled 
white of the Stitchwort supplementing the blue. 

Birdsong has been truly amazing: we went up to catch the dawn chorus 
at the beginning of May and see the sunrise. The sun rising over Dartmoor, 
lighting up the Tor accompanied by the song of Blackcaps, Chiffchaffs, Wrens, 
Robins was truly uplifting. We wandered over to the Holloway and heard a long 
low metallic trilling...a Grasshopper Warbler. A summer visitor from Africa, it 
carried on for quite some time whilst we sat on the bench - it was somewhere 
in the undergrowth behind us, they are rarely seen!! The cuckoo made its 
appearance on Bowden for the first time in years - and a Red Kite is still around.

Heathers planted a couple of years ago are doing well. This area still has 
Lowland Heath grasses, so this really is our only piece of original heathland 
left - but it is gradually regenerating and spreading out.

We have had more visitors on both commons caused by the Covid situation, 
many dog walkers and horse riders plus the usual walkers from Brentor and 
Chillaton. 

Events planned via The Lottery Heritage Fund Grant are now on hold, but 
we have been buying equipment,  eg Bat Detectors and Capture Cameras, which 
we can familiarise ourselves with and continue with surveys of the wildlife.

Liddaton Down
Many people may not be aware that Bowden Down is only one part of the Commons. We also have Liddaton Down which 

is only about 400 yards further along the lane heading towards Chillaton. It covers an area of 17 acres, and is bisected by 
two roads so it is split into 4 segments, all of which have distinctly different features. There are two old quarries: one has a 
pond which contains our very rare mud snail, plus frogs, newts, diving beetles and other creatures. It is regularly visited by 
Roe Deer, Ducks  and Herons.  And - there are two rustic benches at the side 
of the pond.

You can now get down to the other Quarry, as we have opened up two 
access paths.  It is a beautiful tranquil place with ferns, mature trees and 
another place where the deer hide. 

Liddaton Down is the hot spot for the Small Pearl Bordered Fritilliary 
butterfly, particulary on the south facing slopes. We also have masses of 
bluebells, a stream, another old hollowed-out track and it is a brilliant place 
for bats, including Greater and Lesser Horseshoe bats.

If people want more information about either Down please contact me 
on 01822 860165, or check out our Facebook page:  Brentor Commons 
Association.     Will Walker-Smith

(Will's excellent sketch-map of Liddaton Down is on p4) Our Land Manager taking rest with a visitor

Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? House Repairs?
Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   Landscaping?

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works?
“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”

Mike Burns - Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795 - 07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman - Call for a Free Quote.
nitaandmike@hotmail.com

Friendly professional service Guaranteed
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FINAL COPY DATE - for the July edition:
Sunday 21st June  - to Jane Phelpstead: croakytoad97@gmail.com

A View of Liddaton Down


