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Coffee Morning -  
Saturday 5th September 
10.30am - 12.00

At the Pavillion in the 
Playing Field.
We will have bacon rolls and cakes 
available, and tea/coffee.
PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN MUG!!
(Weather permitting or bring an umbrella!).

All Village Hall fund raising.         
 Sheryl 870554 

Village Hall Update
The current guidance from the government states that village halls are to 
independently decide on whether to reopen or not whilst adhering to social 
distancing, cleaning etc. 

As the guidelines mean that our village hall would only be allowed to seat a 
maximum of 20 people, due to the restrictions, including the wearing of face 
coverings, the village hall and playing field committee have decided that social 
gatherings, including coffee mornings cannot be held for the foreseeable future. 
Our next coffee morning will be held on the playing field, usual time on Saturday 5th September.

The committee has also made the decision that meetings can be held at the village hall, if a member of the 
committee is present, so that cleaning according to Covid 19 can be administered, as well as track and trace 
implemented. Seating has been placed accordingly.

The village hall relies on events for fundraising as well as bringing our community together and we are trying to put 
events on the playing field to help minimize the effect of the hall closure. Thank you to everyone who has been to 
those events. They include: Millie’s café, coffee morning, compost toilet opening, the car boot sale and friends of the 
field (please contact Sue Stephens for details)

As you can imagine this is a steep learning curve for the committee, who are all volunteers and we are having 
to continually adapt, sometimes with little notice. The committee has sought guidance from Devon Communities 
together and will continue to do so.

We will try to keep you updated as much as possible.
Clare Percival (Vice-Chair) brentorvillagehall@gmail.com 810322

Pocket Park Pond
The pond in the pocket park opposite 
Christ Church has had a major makeover 
recently, with all the invasive floating 
weed removed and all the wildlife - and 
there was a lot! - rescued and allowed to 
slither or crawl back in. 

Many thanks to Anna and Paul for their 
hard work in this - it is important that 
the balance is maintained, so there is 
some suitable weed for the newts and 
dragonflies and other water creatures but 
not too much.

Helen Harris  810845
(who took the photo)
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DO YOU HAVE A PASSION FOR YOUR PARISH?
There is currently ONE vacancy on Brentor Parish Council - Brentor Parish Council invites members of the 
public who are registered electors in the parish to apply.

The Parish Council consists of 7 Councillors who all live locally and volunteer their time to support their com-
munity. Council usually meets on a Monday evening each month for a couple of hours, although this is a little 
different given the current pandemic.

You don’t need any special qualifications to be a local Councillor (although there is a qualifying criteria) but you 
do need to able to commit to a few hours every month for Council matters whether it's attending Council meet-
ings, reading Council papers on community matters or catching up with local residents.

So if you have a passion and enthusiasm for your community then why not find out more. The Parish Council 
does offer a varied and very rewarding opportunity to be a voice of your community, and to see and have a 
real involvement in how your parish is managed and evolved.

For more information and an application form, please contact the Clerk, or visit the Parish Council section of 
the village website: http://www.brentorvillage.org/?attachment_id=9080

Mrs. Caroline Oxenham
1 Abbotsfield Crescent, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 8EY

01822 481415 e-mail: brentorpc@yahoo.co.uk    www.brentorvillage.org
Closing date for completed applications: 10th September 2020

The vacancy will be filled by co-option at the next Parish Council meeting on 14th 
September.

Brentor Playing Field Gets a WooWoo!
Brentor Village came together recently... socially distanced ...to 
celebrate the latest instalments of a renovation project. A new 
compost toilet with disabled access (known as a WooWoo) - 
and a variety of seating alongside the shelter which was erected 
last Autumn.

After years of light use of the field, due to lack of facilities, a 
determined group of local people has continued to fundraise 
during lockdown. In March, we were able to install the 
compost toilet, thanks to a £10K grant from the National 
Lottery Communities Fund.

A £6K grant from the Postcode Lottery has provided seating 
for 60 people which will enable community events to be held on the playing field - at a later date.  A £2500 from Devon 
County Council and money from the Lottery Celebration Fund has financed a path to make access easier to the shelter, 
seating and the toilet.

The next stage of the restoration project is to raise funds for an adventure trail, which we hope to install next year.  A 
special thank you to Will Walker-Smith, Margaret Calder and Anna Percival for all their continued hard work and 
fundraising.              Clare Percival - 810322

MISTLETOE FAIR
Unfortunately we have had to cancel this 
village event but we hope to have a Festive Get 
together on Sat 5th December at the field.

We will have mulled wine, tea/coffee and refreshments 
(details to follow).

Sheryl 870554

BRENTOR  FRIENDS  OF  THE  FIELD
Draw Winners August 2020:   11 Liz Rogers - 12: Sue Davies - 21: Glenys Mason 
Each number drawn monthly wins £10 prize.  A Standing Order of £5 per month to our dedicated bank account will help with 
extra maintenance and improvements to the Field: Bank Account: TSB - Sort Code: 30-98-46 - Account: 30089760

To support the Field in this way please contact  Sue Stephens 860374 (stephens214@btinternet.com)

John Burrows Boiler Services
Oil Fired Boiler Technician

Commissioning, Servicing and Breakdown repair of

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances
AGA-Rayburn trained 

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)
01822 810494 ~ 0778 2345395  

john_campbellburrows@icloud.com

Competitive Rates!
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(The last car boot sale raised £270 for the village).

Church services in September
Sunday 6th September 
 9.45am  Holy Communion at Christ Church
 6.00pm Evening Prayer at St Michaels
Sunday 13th September 
 9.45am  Prayer and Praise at Christ Church
 6.00pm Evensong at St Michaels  
Sunday 20th September 
 9.45am  Holy Communion at Christ Church
 6.00pm Evening Prayer at St Michaels
Sunday 27th September 
 9.45am  All Age service at Christ Church
 6.00pm Holy Communion at St Michaels

  SUNDAY 6th September 2020 
We are holding a Carboot Sale in

 Brentor Playing Field 
Burn Lane, Brentor PL19 0ND 

Sellers: Cars £5 Vans £10 Buyers Free!

Sellers to arrive From 8.30am Buyers from 10am

We will need to adhere to Covid secure rules.
A one way system will be 

in place to ensure social distancing 

Please call 07706 972906 or email:
belarusness@hotmail.co.uk to book a space

Refreshments will be available

Brentor Playing Field 
I N  A I D  O F  V I L L A G E  F U N D S

Brentor Church - what have we been doing....
   and what do we want to do?
Saturday September 12th - 10.30-12noon.
Brentor Church invites everyone to come to Christ Church and 
see the churchyard and the pond area and to enjoy a free cup of tea or coffee. There will be an opportunity to 
buy cakes, biscuits and preserves in aid of the toilet and the churchyard wall repair - any donations of suitable 
items will be welcome. This is also in aid of the Devon Historic Churches Trust, a charity which supports 
repairs and maintenance to churches throughout Devon.
We will be outside in the churchyard for this event, although the church will be open (as it is every day) for 
people who would like to go in and see the photo slideshow (please note that at present masks must be worn in 
the church building and social distancing must be maintained at all times). Dogs with well behaved owners are 
welcome.          Helen Harris  810845
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Odd Jobs? General Maintenance? House Repairs?
Masonry? Painting & Decorating?   Landscaping?

Renovations?  Building Work? Ground-works?
“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”

Mike Burns - Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
01822 810 795 - 07747 440 572

Your Local Handyman - Call for a Free Quote.
nitaandmike@hotmail.com

Friendly professional service Guaranteed

Editor Needed
Having been part of the editing team for 
some fifteen years, I've decided to take a 
break.  So we are looking for a new editor 
to help Jane, Sue and Emma with the 
super job they do. 

If you are familiar with a desk-top publishing package 
such as Word, Publisher, Pages, InDesign etc and can 
spare a few hours about once every three months, then 
we would love to hear from you.  The task is rewarding 
in itself - and you would be contributing to village life, 
particularly in the present climate. 

Please get in touch with any of the team listed below.  
    John Wheeler 810083

- Brentor News key facts -
Distribution:  The Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org.  If you are outside the parish and would 
like The Brentor News emailed to you, send your request to ajw@brentor.net.  A small donation to the Brentor Community Trust would be 
appreciated - see below.    
Donations & Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent by BAC in advance of 
publication.  Contact Jane Phelpstead croakytoad97@gmail.com  - 01822 810635
Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of the author's name and phone number 
and/or email address in the website edition of the paper unless specifically requested otherwise.  
Comments on the website edition should be sent to Colin Dawes colinvdawes@btinternet.com  
Editorial team:  Emma Curran 810200 - emcurran13@gmail.com  Sue Fraser 811097 - swhitfraser@gmail.com
  Jane Phelpstead 810635 - croakytoad97@gmail.com John Wheeler 810083   -  ajw@brentor.net

FINAL COPY DATE - for the October edition:
Monday 21st September  - to Jane Phelpstead: croakytoad97@gmail.com

A Farewell to Friends
August has seen the departure of Barry and Glenys Mason from the village. They have left 
after 28 years to start a hugely ambitious renovation project in mid Devon – something 
they have been looking to do for many years (perhaps now is the time to scotch all 
rumours that they sneaked out, under cover of lockdown, to search for faster broadband, 
and found it!).

Over the years they have contributed in so many ways to village life, always giving freely 
and generously of their time. There can't be many houses that Barry hasn't worked on, and 
Glenys was ever-present to help with catering at the village hall, adding her craft skills to 
the Mistletoe Fair, not to mention the time she has dedicated to Brentor and Mary Tavy 
School, and her glittering performances as leading lady in the Brentorians. Their 5 children 
(Gareth, Carrie, Angharad, Claire and Aidan)  grew up here, joining in with Brentorians 
productions and a host of other activities, while Carrie and Claire were married here, and 
their children were christened here. 

Our shared passion for the game of rugby has meant that we have spent hundreds of hours together pitch-side 
or leaping up and down shouting at a TV screen, and we have had several holidays abroad to watch England play - enabling us 
to hone our partying skills which have been put into practice in the village over the years. They will be a huge asset to their new 
community, just as their departure is a great loss to ours. While their new project will test Barry's building talents to their limits, 
his able, and frankly more glamorous, assistant Glenys will be there to obey orders, patch up bashed thumbs and mop worried 
brows. 

I am sure you will join us in saying a big THANK YOU to them for their contribution to our lives, and in wishing them good 
fortune in their new home – and equally to welcome to Brentor the new residents of “The Croft”, Louise and Andy.

Helen and Robin - 810412

Photo: Colin Dawes


