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Brentor Commons News
Before the latest lockdown, Tavistock Taskforce were working along the Holloway, hedge laying and coppicing hazel, and using the 
‘brash’ to create dead hedges. These structures provide an environment for many creatures, birds, mammals, invertebrates and fungi. 
Ultimately they will rot down, providing nutrient for the trees that we will plant next to them in the coming months.

Since then we have had some very productive days on the commons. At long last we have installed our first info board on Bowden 
Down, just past the sign to Liddaton set back next to the gorse. This has been an ambition for many years but our precarious finances 
did not allow us to achieve our aim. Fortunately we received a grant from our county councillors’ locality budget fund which has 
enabled us to realise this very important aim. John Wheeler has worked over many months with a firm in Exeter to bring this project 
to fruition. It has not been easy due to the pandemic, but John kept at it and now it is completed… a very big thank you to John! 
We will now move on to an info board for Liddaton Down, which hopefully will be easier to complete due to our experiences with 
the Bowden one.

Trees again – we took delivery of another batch of about 600 trees, shrubs, guards and canes this week, contributed by The Conservation 
Volunteers in conjunction with Ovo Energy and their ‘I Dig Trees’ campaign. I will again be looking for volunteers to help plant these over 
the next couple of months, so please contact me, watch the Facebook hub or our Brentor Commons Facebook page for information. Even if 
you just plant 10 that would be great, we never get them done in one go so it's not a problem. We will be supplementing the small copses 
on Bowden Down and creating new hedges.

Have a wander round the commons, or contact me if you want a guided walk, I am very happy to show people around. They are very 
historic pieces of common land, unique and with a great biodiversity value.

Will Walker-Smith – liddaton@me.com

Festive Market Update
The Festive Market held at the Playing 
Field on Saturday 5th December 
proved to be a super successful 
substitute for our Mistletoe Fair. The 
cold and rather dismal weather didn't 
deter our customers who all seemed 
pleased to be able to get out and 
about once more.

Our stallholders provided an interesting mix of Christmas gifts and our Brentor Stall featured many items made by Margaret Calder, 
including her very popular festive face coverings, so successful that we couldn't recognise anyone!

The Brentor 2021 calendar was a huge success and was sold out before December. Thank you to all who contributed such lovely 
photographs.

Keith did a fantastic job cooking the bacon and the hot drinks and mince pies kept out the chill.

Our thanks must go to everyone who helped on and before the day to get set up, and to those who donated prizes for our Lucky Dip 
Raffle.

We made an amazing profit of £955 for the Village Hall & Playing Field!

Now we know outdoor events are possible and enjoyable we wish to welcome you back on 7th February for the Sunday Sausage & 
Soup Stroll.

Sue Stephens on behalf of the Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field Committee.



Odd Jobs? General Maintenance?
House Repairs?

Masonry? Painting & Decorating? Landscaping?
Renovations? Building Work? Ground-works?

“MIKE’S YOUR MAN!”
Mike Burns

Rose Cottage, Mary Tavy, PL19 9PR
 Home 01822 810 795 Mobile 07747 440 572

nitaandmike@hotmail.com
Your Local Handyman 
 Call for a Free Quote.

Friendly professional service Guaranteed

John Burrows Boiler Services

Oil Fired Boiler Technician, Commissioning, Servicing, and 

Breakdown repair of

All types of Domestic Oil fired Appliances

AGA-Rayburn trained

(OFTEC Registration Number C9888)

Contact John on:

Home 01822 810494 Mobile 0778 2345395

john_campbellburrows@icloud.com 

Competitive Rates

Avian Influenza (bird flu)
The Chief Veterinary Officers for England, Scotland and Wales introduced new measures to help protect poultry and captive birds, following 
a number of cases of avian influenza in both wild and captive birds in the UK. With effect from 14th December 2020 owners of birds have 
been required to keep them indoors, or take appropriate steps to keep them separate from wild birds.

Poultry and captive bird keepers are advised to be vigilant for any signs of disease in their birds and any wild birds, and seek prompt 
advice from their vet if they have any concerns. Whether they keep just a few birds as pets or thousands on a commercial basis, owners 
are required to help prevent avian flu by maintaining good biosecurity on their premises, including:

● housing or netting all poultry and captive birds

● cleansing and disinfecting clothing, footwear, equipment and vehicles before and after contact with poultry and captive birds – 
if practical, using disposable protective clothing

● reducing the movement of people, vehicles or equipment to and from areas where poultry and captive birds are kept, to minimise 
contamination from manure, slurry and other products, and using effective vermin control

● thoroughly cleaning and disinfecting housing at the end of a production cycle

● keeping fresh disinfectant at the right concentration at all points where people should use it, such as farm entrances and before 
entering poultry and captive bird housing or enclosures

● minimising direct and indirect contact between poultry and captive birds and wild birds, including making sure all feed and water 
is not accessible to wild birds

All keepers are encouraged to register their birds with the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) so that they may be contacted quickly 
if there is a disease outbreak in their area and they need to take action. Keepers of more than 50 birds are legally required to register 
their flock within one month of its arrival at their premises. Keepers of less than 50 birds, including pet birds, are also strongly encouraged 
to register. Registration may be made at www.gov.uk/government/publications/poultry-including-game-birds-registration-rules-and-forms.

Poultry and captive bird keepers and members of the public should report dead wild birds to the Defra helpline on 03459 33 55 77 
(option 7), and keepers should report suspicion of disease to APHA on 03000 200 301. Keepers should familiarise themselves with the 
government’s avian flu advice at www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu.

Public Health England advise the risk to public health from the H5N8 and H5N2 strains of bird flu is very low. The Food Standards Agency 
has said that on the basis of the current scientific evidence, avian influenza poses a very low food safety risk for UK consumers. Properly 
cooked poultry and poultry products, including eggs, are safe to eat.

LeJog
A few weeks ago I decided to undertake the LeJog Challenge – 874 miles of running/walking 
from Land's End to John O'Groats. You run/walk the equivalent 874 mile distance wherever 
you wish, so I won't actually be moving to Scotland! Good progress has been made so far, 
but as winter sets in, it is cold, wet and lonely out there, so to give me some motivation to 
leave the warmth of the Rayburn, and to put a spring in my step, I am going to ask for some 
sponsorship for a well-deserving charity – Brentor Village Hall and Playing Field. 

Due to coronavirus, fundraising has been almost impossible this year, and I know we have 
all missed our quizzes, Curry Nights, Brentorians' production… to name but a few events. 
So even if you only ever go to the Village Hall to vote, we all know it is a much loved and 
needed village facility that requires funds. 

If you feel you can support my challenge and help raise money, could you email me at the address below to let me know what you 
would like to pledge. When I finish, I will send out instructions for how to pay into the Village Hall account. In order to succeed in this, I 
have to complete the challenge by October 25th 2021. Averaging 6 miles a day, I hope to finish well before the cut-off date (injury, 
illness and potholes permitting), but that will still leave you plenty of time to save up! 

If you are interested to read more about it, or actually mad enough to want to join me, take a look at the website https://endtoend.run. 
My email address is Helendecarles@gmail.com (phone 01822 810412). Many thanks, Helen de Carles.



Re-scheduled from 7th November

Sunday Sausage and Soup Stroll

Sunday 7th February

12 to 1.30pm Brentor Playing Field (route card available from 11am)

Come along to the playing field and enjoy some homemade soup 
and Keith's sizzling sausages cooked on the bbq. If you could 
bring a mug with you that would be great but paper cups will be 
available.

There is ample time to take a walk around the village or moor 
beforehand or participate in the recently set up Geocache 
experience which starts and finishes at the field. On the day (from 
11am) a route card can be collected at the playing field with all 
the hidden locations! Alternatively you can download the 
Geocaching App prior to your arrival and the route will be available 
through your phone.

It would be helpful, particularly if the 
weather is poor, to stagger return times 
back to the field. This will ease demand on 
the shelter as we do not know what 
Covid-19 restrictions will be in force in 
February. Catering will also be a little 
easier if you don't all come back at once. 
Parking your car close by before you start 

could offer some refuge from the rain……but it will be fine and 
sunny……… we promise. Or of course you could just come for the 
food!

As with all village fund raising events we would ask you to observe 
the Covid-19 regulations in force at the time and comply with Track 
and Trace.

Sue Stephens on behalf of the Brentor Village Hall & Playing Field 
Committee.

Paul Webster
A huge thank you to Paul Webster 
for being top of the distribution 
tree for the Brentor News 
distribution for around 20 years. 
He has now passed on the baton, 
having divided the monthly box of 
copies into rounds for the team of 
deliverers, as well as delivering 
his own sizeable round. 

Did you know… that there are 
currently a team of 16 people 
posting Brentor News through 180 
letter boxes throughout the 
parish?!

Brentor Friends of the Field

DECEMBER DRAW 2020

Number 5 Kate Kelly
Number 14 Mike Whitfield
Number 32 Simon Martin

All win a £10 prize

A Standing Order of £5 per month to our dedicated bank account 
will help with extra maintenance and improvements to the playing 
field.

Bank Account: TSB

Sort Code: 30-98-46

Account: 30089760

If you would like to support the field in this way please contact: Sue 
Stephens 01822 860374 stephens214@btinternet.com

Brentor News Digital Delivery

In the October edition of Brentor News we advised that an email version of the newsletter was now available and invited parishioners to sign up 
to receive it via the village's e-robin system. This initiative was originally set up to enable distribution to continue during Covid-19 restrictions but has 
proved to be so successful and popular that we would now like to encourage more households to go paperless and enrol on the system.

Those who have thus far only received a printed copy of the newsletter may not realise that for some time now it has been produced 
in full colour. By signing up to receive the email version readers will be able to appreciate the full benefits of the enhanced graphics 
and imagery that this offers. It's easy on the eye and makes for a much better read! In addition, going paperless will help save resources 
and reduce our printing costs – what's not to like!

Printed copies will still be distributed to those who require them and in fact we offer the following three delivery options:

1. Printed copy only
2. Digital copy only
3. Both printed and digital copies

To start receiving a digital version of Brentor News via the free e-robin service please send an email to brentorinfo@btinternet.com 
including your name and address and stating your preferred delivery option.



Church Services for January
Sunday 3rd January 9.45 at Christ Church Holy Communion for Epiphany
Sunday 10th January 9.45 at Christ Church Prayer and Praise
Sunday 17th January 9.45 at Christ Church Holy Communion
Sunday 3rd January 9.45 at Christ Church All Age Service
Sunday 3rd January 9.45 at Christ Church Morning Prayer

Food Bank Collection
Thanks to everyone who so generously donated – 15 bags full of 
items for Tavistock Food Bank were delivered.

Helen Harris (Church Warden) – helen@brentorchurch.org.uk

A New Year thank you to Jim Jeffery – 
Brentor Parish Lengthsman
Several homes and gardens in and around Brentor are affected 
by flash flooding due to what now seem to be increasingly common 
storms and heavier rainfall. Many areas and roads are left with 
standing water; these become hazardous and cause significant 
erosion from run-off. So here is a very big thank-you to Jim Jeffery 
our Parish Lengthsman who tirelessly digs out blocked up drainage 
channels and gullies in the parish and adjoining the moor. Thank 
you for your efforts this past year Jim and our best wishes for 
2021.

John Drury – West Blackdown

The mystery of Mercer's Pool is solved
In last month's Brentor News Vic Cowling asked if anyone knew how Mercer's Pool, a favourite spot in the 1950s for local children, got 
its name. The pool is on the River Burn, on a bend in the river downstream from Wortha Farm.

The mystery has been solved by Frank Downing, who remembers that Mercer's Pool was named after a Mr Mercer who was living 
(probably lodging) at Blacknor Park, a nearby house. Apparently Frank and his friends went down to the pool one day and noticed four 
home-made fishing rods in the bank. They were owned by a chap who came along and who introduced himself as Mr Mercer (Frank 
can't recall his Christian name). After that the children called the pool 'Mercer's Pool'.

Housing
Unfortunately there is still nothing new to report. The Parish Council are as frustrated as everyone else with the lack of progress being 
made and are writing to WDBC for clarification, an explanation for the continued delay and a timeframe moving forward.

Caroline Oxenham (Clerk)– brentor@yahoo.co.uk 

Brentor Fibre Broadband Latest
The ‘Universal Service Obligation’ (USO) broadband saga continues, with perhaps a few indications that something positive is happening. 
13 properties in West Blackdown and Station View are awaiting their network connection free of charge by June 2021, if the USO 
telephone help desk is to be believed. There is a little activity on the ground, following two surveys by Openreach staff – a marker stake 
(we hope!) for the installation of a new telephone pole for the fibre cable has appeared near Station House.

A company doing a fibre network survey has also been spotted on Liddaton Down, so residents in the Liddaton area, who have almost 
all applied for the USO scheme, may be hearing something soon. Their network connection, if it happens, will come from the Chillaton 
exchange. Residents in the area around Bearwood Farm are also hopeful of being accepted onto the USO scheme soon.

In the village centre it’s complicated. At least five houses have been accepted for a USO connection and have been quoted £8,358 to 
be connected, although Openreach say that there are 31 properties eligible at this cost. They won’t say where they all are - it’s 
‘commercially sensitive’! Are there lots of you out there who haven’t bothered to apply? Or perhaps these houses don’t actually exist! If 
£8,358 is in fact the total connection cost rather than an individual cost (and believe it or not this isn’t clear) that is only £270 per 
property. If BT were to connect all these houses free of charge they would recoup their cost in a year or two and we’d all be happy!

In the Darke Lane area at least six houses have been quoted £36,871 for connection, apparently part of a group of 13 houses eligible at 
this price. How can it be that houses so near to each other in the village centre are being quoted vastly different amounts? West Blackdown 
and Station View homes are being connected at zero cost, including the large expense of burying a fibre under the moor from the Mary 
Tavy exchange, so why is it so expensive to take the fibre 500 metres further to the village centre on existing telephone poles?

Ofcom, the independent regulator, is carrying out an investigation into how BT is implementing the USO scheme and I have made detailed 
representations to them. I have also written to Geoffrey Cox MP, Devon County Council and West Devon Borough Council on this matter. 
I suggest that everyone in the village affected by the lack of a decent broadband service does the same.

You can find out more about Universal Service Obligation broadband on the village website at http://www.brentorvillage.org

Colin Dawes – brentorvillage@btinternet.com

Final Copy Date for the February Edition
Thursday 21st January to Jane Phelpstead – 810635 croakytoad97@gmail.com

Brentor News Key Facts
Distribution: Brentor News is also published on the village website www.brentorvillage.org. If you would like Brentor News in colour 
emailed to you via the e-robin service, request this by emailing brentorvillage@btinternet.com. A small donation to the Brentor Community 
Trust would be appreciated if you live outside the parish. 

Donations and Advertising: All donations, advertising copy and payment of £5 per advert insertion should be sent by BACs to Jane 
Phelpstead 810635 croakytoad97@gmail.com in advance of publication.

Permissions: Contributors of editorial copy or adverts thereby give permission for the publication of author's name and phone number 
and/or email address on the website edition of the newsletter unless specifically requested otherwise. 

Website: Contributions to, or comments about, the Brentor Village website are always welcome and should be sent to the Editor, Colin 
Dawes, at brentorvillage@btinternet.com.

Editorial team: Emma Curran 810200 emcurran13@gmail.com        Sue Fraser 811097 swhitfraser@gmail.com 

                     Steve Mason 665035 manavalins@gmail.com        Jane Phelpstead 810635 croakytoad97@gmail.com


